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'^ AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 



T. 
HERE is no sea with which our age is go jm- 

perfectly acquainted as the Frozen Qceaq ; ^p^d no 
empire which has more powerful motives and r^r 
sources for extending its information, in this qu2^r- 
. ter, than Russia. Although the governm^ent hsis 
made several efforts, at diffei:ent periods, to attain 
this object, yet none of their expeditipns, except 
^ the first two, undertaken by Captain Behring, for 
I the purpose of discovery, have brought them nearer 
the desired paint ; owing to the inexperience of ^ 
those who' planned and executed them, and who 
were neither of them aware of the endless difficul- 
ties to be combated in a boisterous element, and a 
corner of the globe so imperfectly known. 

One grand impediment to their success was the 
size of their vessels, which were very well adapted 
for crossing the main on voyages of discovery, but 
could ill serve the purpose of passing through 
shallows, and making minute observations on the 
shores. By the removal of this evil I flatter myself 
that not a single bay, island| or mo\3:i\l^vcw^ \ 
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escaped our notice, on the coasts of which we have 
taken a survey, and that we have, in addition to 
this, been enabled to rectify the mistakes of former 
navigators. 

During the eight years of our absence I had 
made it my daily practice to note down in my jour- 
nal every thing that appeared to me worthy of ob- 
servation, without any intention, however remote, of 
committing my remarks to the press; but the urgent 
persuasions of my friends, combinpd witb thpgrarious 

commands of his Imperial Majesty, have at length 
over-ruled my disinclination to give them publicity. I 
now submit this my humble effort at contributing 
to the general good, with the fullest reliance on the 
indulgenoe of a candid public* 
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ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE EXPERITIOS. — MY DEPAHTWSR. 

JOURNEY TO IRKUTSK AND JAKUTSK- — REMARKS OH 

THE LATTER PLACE. — OF THE J AKUTs' UNI NH ABITBD 
PLACES) AND HOESES.— I N CA^TAT10^S OFA JASUTISH 
SHAMAN. 

^JN the 8th of August, 1785, our late revered sovereign, 
Catherine the Great, whose maternal care extended to the re- 
motest comers of tier realm, was pleased to communicate, inaii 
ukase, tlie plan and destination of our vojage to the board of 
admiralty. In this she gave her directions for a geographical 
and astronomical expedition to proceed to the norlh-easterc part 
of Russia, for the purpose of taking the latitude and longitude 
of the mouth of the river Kolyma, together with a map of its 
banks, comprehending the whole chaiif of Tschukotish mouu- 
tains, the east ern cape, and the numerous islands scattered la 
the eastern ocean, as ^r as the shores of America ; and, 6nallj, 
of obtaining a more accurate acquaintance with the seas separat- 
ing the continent of Irkutsk from the cdast of America. 

Commodore Joseph Billings was appointed chief of the expe- 
dition : the other officers were, Robert Hall, Gawrila Saryts- 
chew, and Christian Behring, lieutenants ; Anthony Batako^ 
and Sei^ei Bramikow, steersmen; Mlchaila Rohbeck, 6rat 
surgeon ; Mark Sauer, secretary ; Joseph Edwards, mechanic ; 
Luka Woronin, drawing-master ; and Wassilei Siwgow, chap- 
Iain. Doctor Karl Mark succeeded assessor Patrin in the de- 
partment of natural history, whose ill health obliged him to re- 
sign his situation at Irkutsk. 

Agreeably to the arrangements of the empress. Commodore 
Billings was to be twice promoted during the voyage^ and the 
inferior officers once. Tlie whole crew, according to tlieir re- 
^pective rank, were to receive duubU 'pa.-j &vxtt»^ "&»» No-yti??" 
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^ith the additional recompence of a yeaf*8 double pgy on their 
departure and return. Besides which^ the superior officers were 
to huve a pension for life ; and tliose who might be disabled in 
the service, were to retire on half-pay. The wives and children 
also of such as died during the expedition, were to receive the 
half pay of their husbands or fatliers ; the wives until their se« 
cond marriage, or death; and the children until they came 
of age. 

The various preparations for the expedition lasted six months; 
all ihv necessary astronomical instruments being ordered from 
England : while much time was occupied in collecting the toys 
and trifling presents for the savage inhabitants, as well as medals 
of gold, silver, and copper, wliich were struck for the same 
purpose. 

About the middle of September, I was dispatched with some 
workmen from Petersburgh to Ochotsk, to forward the requisite 
preparations at the different places. The badness of the roads 
greatly retarded my progress as far as Tobolsk, but this impedi- 
ment ceased with the setting in of the cold weather* On the 
23H of October, 1 exchanged my wheeled vehicles for sledges^ 
with which I passed over the river Irtysch. The ice in the Ob 
not being set on the ^th, we crossed it in the boats, but not 
without very great danger. During the rest of my journey I 
found all the other rivers passable by the sledges, except th^ 
Angara, in the neighbourhood of Irkutsk, which, from the vio- 
lence of the stream, remaius open till December, and I reached 
this place on the 1 0th of November*. 

Aly busiuess here was to esLamine the state of the transport 
vessels and building materials, that whatever^ was wanting might 
be provided by order of the governor-general ; and, in case of a 
deficiency in timber, hides were to be procured for making the 
baidars. These are large boats of a peculiar construction, made 
either of wood or hides. 

In the latter case, the sides of the boat are covered with the 
skins of sea-animals instead of }danks. ^JThey carry from eight 
to sixteen oars, but have no rudder. 

After having made the necessary ^aquiries, and obtained an 
open order from tlie governorrgeneral, to all the provincial magis- 
ti ates, authorising them to afford me every possible assistance, I 
left Irkutsk in December, and arrived in* Jakutsk on the iOth 
of J anuary, aft^r a journey still Jnore tedious ^dian the former. 
The road was very good as far as the river Lena ; but our pas- 
sage over the roug^ ice of this stream to tlie town of Alukmar^ 

* Irkutsk is 6016 wersts, or 859 Germao miles, ur 4295 English miles 
from Petersburgh; ac<;ordjogiy the author west at the rate of 16 Gcrmuu, 
psr 60 En^Yiah mAms a day, ^ . 
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tnras extremely troublesome. Between Alukmar and Jakutsk^ 
i experienced no inconvenience from the roads^ but much from 
the horses ; which being used in tliose parts only for ridings drew 
our sledges on very slowly. 

Jakutsk> situated on the left bank of the Lena^ is the oldesit 
of all the cities in that quarter. The ostrog*, or wooden ibr- 
tresSy.was erected in the year 1647> and soon afterwards the 
building of the town commenced. This old edifice^ with its 
,towers, is still standings but in some places is fallen very much 
to decay. Within the enclosure there is a public building of 
fitone^and a church: there are, besides, two stone churches; 
one by the convent, the other in the town, and two of wood. 
Ail the dwelling-houses are built of wood^ in the old Russian 
taste, with here and there Jakutish huts interspersed between 
them. The want of glass for the windows is supplied either 
by isinglass or by bladders in the summer, and plates of ice 
in the winter, frozen into frames by snow. These are conti- 
nually sprinkled with water, which is quickly congealed by the 
extreme cold of the climate, to such a degree as to resist the 
strongest heat of a room. The light penetiates through these 
ice-windows in a similar mannel* as it does through glass covered 
with white frost. 

The inhabitants of the town consist of civil officers, Boga^ 
ten Kinder f, Kosaks, Jakutish merchants, and citizens. The 
Jatter wre principally exiles, some of whom, even among the 
felons, have amended their lives, and attached themselves again 
to civil society. In fact, this remark will generally hold good^ 
that criminals of the lowest order, sent to Siberia for extraor- 
dixmry crimes, tlie sight of which impresses us with horror, 
not only jiave their liberty, but use it with the greatest modera- 
tion. Many of them gain the confidence of the inhabitants, 
and are admitted into their hoilses in different capacities. Tbejr 
are, of course, particularly on their guard to prevent even the 
mispicion of doing amiss, from the apprehension of bein^ de- 
livered over to perpetual labour in the mines of Nertschink %. 

* Tbe word ostrog is here translated fortress, for which the Rassians 
have likewise the word krepost ; this, however, is never used in the present 
work. Ostrog is the peculiar appellation for Siberian fortresses, the greater 
part of which are aptly enough described by the deceased Georgi, when he 
says, '^ It would be dangerous to attempt storming them, for whoever 
wanted to mount their greatest and only bulwark, the wooden paling, would 
most probably come to the ground with the whole structure about hira." m. 

t A class of inferior nobility, existing only in Siberia, and composed of 
meritorious Kosaks, who have been in the service of the emperor. They 
owe their establishment to Peter the Great 

t Consijierable alterations iiave probably taken place in this res^^ect ftisuca^ 
that period; for even u^ Cath^rio^'ft rc^i^, i^^«&&<\vi5i3baft^H%«'Kfc>aisvA.^ ^ 
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It is beyond all doubt, that many of these poor creatore9 are 
possessed of good hearts, and have been hurried, by some in- 
cidenta) or urgent circumstances^ into ths commission of atro- 
cious crimes. * 

Heedless of the remonstrances made me i^inst travelling 
that road farther in the winter season, I set off from Jakutsk 
on horseback, attended with a retinue of Jakuts for my guide, 
and pack-horses to carry my ba^age and provisions ; having laid 
in a stock for two months, and furnished myself, according to 
tiie custom of the country, with a coat of reindeer skins as a 
protection against the severity of the climate. 

The commander had provided me^ with a Kosak, who could 
speak Jakutish and Twigushish, and who served as my inter'> 
preter both with the guides and in the different districts through 
which 1 passed ; and I found him every where indispensible^ the 
Russian being neither spoken nor understood in those parts. AH 
my countrymen, without exception, settling here, make them- 
selves acquainted with their language for purposes of trade ; a 
motive which cannot influence them to learn our's. 

From Jakutsk to the river Aldan, 350 wersts distant, the 
road led me through Jakutish ulusses, or dwelling-places, 
over plains scattered with woods, lakes, corn-fields, and mea- 
dows. The woods, every where, consisted of larch and beech- 
trees. An uluss comprehends a certain number of dwellings, un- 
der the government of a Knasck*, or elder. We generally pass- 
ed our nights in the jurts of these Knasks, and were always re«^ 
Ceived with great kindness. Hospitality is, in fact, the first vir- 
tue among the Jakuts in general. No sooner does a traveller 
arrive at a place, than they hasten towards him, helping him off 
his horse, and conducting him into their jurt, enlarging their fire^ 

enforce the execution of the laws against banished criminals ; and, under 
Paul, there were very few exceptions, in which the indulgence of staying 
behind was granted to the condemned. ** The horridest crimes,*' says the 
author, " are but too often the result of a momentary delusion, or vehe- 
ment passion, particularly among uncultivated people. In corroboration 
of this sentiment, we shall give the following anecdote, as described by a 
person who saw the female alluded to ; — a woman who had murdered ner 
husband. He was a lad of 14 or 15, imposed vpon her by her feudal lord, 
when she was at the age of 23, and was constantly provoking her by blows 
and ill treatment, until impelled by a spirit of reyenge, she seized the op- 
portunity of his leaning over a pail of watery to force his head in, and thus 
BoiFocate him. The person who related the anecdote to the translator 
met with her in a family in Siberia, where she had nursed the children 
from their infancy, and was beloved by I hem as a mother, notwithstand- 
ing the mark on her forehead. She was then advanced in years, but had 
not gained peace of mind by length of time. The remorse of a wounded 
conscience still clouded her countenance, and frequently filled her eyes 
with tears, • . . 

fKn'ds — the diminutive of tliis wordsigm^es, \a B.umiaA,^>pace* 
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bkiog off his clotlies, and cleaning them from the snow, &,c. 
Tlie bed is made ready for him in the most retired place, the table 
covered with the best their house can afFcird, and his comfort 
consulted in every particular to the utmost of their power; 
while to all this civility they sometimes add the present of a 
fox's or sable's skin. I always strove to repay their kindness 
by such trifles as I knew to be most acceptable. Tobacco is a 
great luvury with them ; but they are so extravagantly fond of 
brandy, that when one glass is given ihem they make no scruple 
of asking for a second, and even a third. Tlie Jakuts are pro- 
bably descended from an ancient race of Tarf.irs not yet con- 
verted to Mahometanism. This appears evident from a simi- 
larity of their features, their mode of life, and still more their 
language, which approaches so nealy to the Tartar dialect, that 
one of my attendants, who was a Tartar, understood most of 
wlrat they said without any difficulty. 

The number of Jakuts who have embraced the Christian faith. 
is not inconsiderable, yet the majority are of the poorer class, 
who have submitted to be baptised perhaps in order to be freed 
for some years from the poll-tax. The rich are not disposed to 
renounce a plurality of wives, nor the use of meat, butler, milk, 
and above all, horse-flesh, during the fasts, as enjoined by the 
Catholic faith. The latter is the greatest delicacy they can pos- 
sibly conceive ; and they often tell the Russians, that if they were 
once to make a proper meal from the flesh of a horse, they 
would in future prefer it to the tenderest beef. They eat the 
fat of horses and cows mostly raw, without any addition, and 
drink melted butter with the greatest avidity ; whicli latter they 
regard as an eitcellent remedy for many disorders, and rub their 
(tick with it when necessary. By way of pacifying a crosa 
child, they put a piece of raw fat into its hand to suck, lii 
summer, when the mares foal, they make their kumtfs from the 
milk, after the manner of the Tartars. Their teverage, iii 
winter, consists of sour milk, unchurned butter, and water, 
which I found indeed not unpalatable. Hence it will appeal , 
that almost all their food is composed of things forbidden by 
our (the Greek) church; but our priests keep the converted 
Jakuts verv" strict to their duty, and will not allow them lit 
touch a single ai'ticle that is prohibited ; but as they have nt;!- 
ther corn, fruit, nor fish, it is almost impossible for them to 
abstain so rigidly. The cause, therefore, why so manyJakuls 
remain heatheus, may be attributed to the iudulgence of tbcir 
appetites. 

The Jakutish juris arc built from the ground, describing a 

square of more or less magnitude, according to the size of tha 

^fiimilj. They first drive three rows of poles faat iuJ.<J tkaeasJii, 

^E jAQYTCii£W.J % 
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tlie micklle one of U'hich is rather higher than the two on each 
side On these poles they lay five beams crossways and slop-> 
ing, which are covered ^with rough planks^ and afterwards with 
herbs, mould, and dung. The middle of the interior is gene^ 
Tally occupied by a hearth, from whence the smoke is carried 
out by a sort of chimney, composed of long thick sticksi 
plaistered in the inside with pitch, ^flie wood is placed in an 
upright direction on the hearth, and the fire is never extinguished 
during the winter. Broad benches are fixed round the walls of 
the jurts or huts^ which are divided off by partitions into sleeping 
places. Their horned cattle are kept in a separate building 
connected with the jurt by an 0|>ening, through which they pass^ 
from whence the whole dwelling is filled with an offensive smelh 
The summer jurts are altogether diflferent from the winter 
ones, and have another name, being called urasses ; they are 
round and conical, made of long poles^ and covered on the 
outside with the bark of trees. 

The rich Jakuts wear the skins of reindeer^ and the poor 
those of horses. Their dress is the same in summer and winter, 
except, that in the latter case they use the fur with the skin, and 
in the former the skin alone. Instead of a shirt they cover the 
]|;>reast with a cloth, and over that wear a fur waistcoat and a 
long coat of the same. Their breeches do not reach the knee^ 
which has a distinct covering, fastened with thongs, and conti- 
nued from the calf by a leathern buskin, over which they wear 
a sort of boots, called, in their language, eterbesen. Those in 
better circumstances decorate their hips with cloths of red or 
)>Iue, trimmed quite rdund, and fastened to the girdle. 

Whenever a Jakut sets out on a journey, he binds his large 
knife, fixed in a long stick, to his girdle, and takes his steelj 
flint, and tinddr with him ; the latter of which is prepared from 
wormwood. In the hind part of his boot he. fixes his wooden 
pipe, having a short tube, split doMm the middle, for the con* 
yenience of being cleaned, and fastened with thongs. He mixes 
more than half saw-dtist with his tobacco, the fumes of which 
he mostly swallows until he is thrown into a state of stupefaction* 
He defends this practice on the ground of its efficacy against 
abdomenal cotnplaints. 

Tlie ordinary dress of the Jakutish female differs but little 
from that of the female ; but their best garments are longer and 
larger than usual, being bordeted with raatiy pieces of coloured 
cloth and Chinese stuffs, worked with bits of silver and copper 
of different figures, and edged with a broad trimming of beaver 
and otter's skin. For this di^ss they liave a particular cap, em- 
bellished with three tufts of feathers. They adorn their ears 
>ntb large silver ringf^ and form tb^ir h^il* into a loti^ ^ueu^i 
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* Kki the 5th of February, 1 stopped at the last Jakutish dwel- 
ling-place ; it was the jurt of an invalid Kosak, who filled the 
office of clerk to the knUsk of that district, and at the same time 

{)rovided the coariers and post-horses. The road further ou 
eads through an uninhabited country of 400 versts. Although 
the horaes appointed for us were very good, yet the Jakuts beg- 
ged me to wait some days, that they might rest from the labours 
of the field before they entered on so long and arduous a jour-^ 
ney. 1 yielded to their request, and they kept the creatures tied 
up for fonr days, allowing them but a very small portion of hay 
only once in twenty-four hours. On the 1 1th, we pursued our 
rout through woody and marshy plains, where no sort of track was 
visible, nor any guide for the traveller but what the Jakuts had 
made for themselves. We passed over an immense tract of 
country, that presented nothing worthy of observation, until we 
came betwixt chains of lofty mountains, and followed the course 
of a river for many miles, either travelling along its woody banks, 
or crossing its ice and its islands. This single variation was suc- 
ceeded by an endless plain, covered with snow so excessiyeljf 
deep, that our horses could not drag themselves onward with- 
out the utmost difficulty. The Jakuts call tliis tract the 
Smooth, and are very anxious to hasten through it as quickly as 
possible, for fear of being surprized by bad weather ; iu 
which case the whole, caravan might be buried in the spow ; 
frequent instances of which were related to me by the guides. 
We were, however, fortunate enough to pass the perilous spot 
"in safety, and arrived at the south of the river Amog-umog-» 
gaga; which, after journeying 35 versts farther, brought us to 
the river Kumkui, whose banks are covered with warm springs. 
Here we found a single Jakutish jurt, the dwelling of a poor 
peasant, who had no cattle, and lived only on the fish and par- 
tridges that are very plei^tiful in those parts. 

My guides telling me the next morning we had only to travel 
ten dinschtschen*, or about 70Hersts to the next place on the 
Omekon. It was now my turn to be anxious to hasten onward;^ 
th^ 1 might reach the spot that day, and sleep once more in a 
warm jurt, after having spent eleven uneasy nights in the open 
"woods and the bitter cold. I must acknowledge that this mode 
of travelling had becoipe almost insupportable to me. Having 
been the whole day on horseback, and the whole night in the 

* A dinschtscha comprehends as much country as the wandering hordes 
can traverse with all tlieir effects hi a day. A great dinsehtscha contains 
Al><)ut ten, and a small one ahput seven versts. The word appears to 
^ of Russian extraction : denn, in Russian,* signifies a day, and has in t}^ 
pluhd din. We find also in the Russis^u dictioaary of the. i^<:^^\sw^^ 
gpidnischtschf^ to imply half a day.— Tr. 
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dnowy withoAt ever changing my linen, or taking off my dc^thei 
during the whole time. Thirty versts beyond our last night** 
abode^ we passed the river Conta ; and after crossing verdant 
meadows, reached the first jurts late in the evening. 

My resolution was to have taken a little repose here, but 
leammg that the knask of the district lived 40 versts farther, I 
remounted next morning, and set off with fresh vigour. On 
our way we had occasion to cross a great chain of mountains, 
named Atbas, to which the Jakuts pay homage, as in fact they 
do to all distinguished mountains, by depositing offerings of 
horse-hair on the trees. My guides did not omit this ceremony, 
each Jakut tearing out some hairs from his horse's tail, or mane, 
tod hanging them on tlie nearest branches of the trees. 

Our horses were so jaded from hard labour and want of food 
that they carried us with difficulty the last stage to Omekon. 
During the whole of die journey they were allowed but two 
hours in the morning before day-break for grazing, being tied up 
the rest of tlie night as soon as we alighted ; and the grass which 
they kicked up with their hoofs was so withered and rotten as 
to have lost all its nutritive quality ; but in some places, even 
this miserable fodder was not to be found, so that I am per* 
suaded the poor beasts did not get in the twelve days as much 
food as they ought to have had in twenty-four hours. I learnt, 
however, from experience, that, without such a precaution, they 
would not have gone half the way ; for some of the horses, 
through the negligence of the guides, having rolled themselves 
in the snow while the sweat was upon them, were covered the 
next morning with such large ulcers upon their backs, that they 
could not bear either a saddle or any other burden : the Jakut» 
left them unguarded in the wood, intending to take them ou 
their return in case they had recovered, but if not, they were 
still obliged to carry their owners* 

On reaching Omekon, I put up at the jurt of an invalid Kor 
sak, clerk to the knask of that place. I was here informed 
that the deep snow would prevent me pursuing the journey to 
Ochotsk on horseback. Some Kosaks had just bisen making aa 
attempt to go this road with tlie post, and after losing all 
their horses, were trying to get back on snow-shoes, when they 
fo|;tunatelY met with the Reindeer-Tunguses, who thus saved their 
lives, and conveyed them to Ochotsk. Reindeer, which are in 
general use among the tribes in these parts for passing from one 
place to another, are very well calculated for the purpose, be-» 
mj; detained neither by the deepest snows in the winter, nor the 
Vridcs:. marshes in tlie summer. I therefore gladly consented' to 
wait until the return of the messenger, dispatched to the Tun- 



TEES FOR THE DEVIL S Of- 

>Qse£ in the mountainoits countries, who wauder about nitli Uioir 
^uri9 and their reindeer. 

In the mean time, I had an opportunity of witnessiag tha 
incantations of iiJakutish shaman. He was invited by a sick 
person to appease tlte evil spirit supposed to have acnt the dts' 
order. 1'he shaman exchanged his usual Jakutiah dress for the 
habit of his office, uiiule of reindeer leather (called Rudwuga), 
which reached not tuuch above the knee, and was covered over 
with narrow tlioiig.s, and tltin bita of iron of different shapes and 
flizes. Having made his arrangements, he untied his hair tliat 
was fastened together upon hia head*, smoked a pipe of tohacco, 
took his tambourine, seated himself in the midat of the jurt, 
end beating it fiist at long intervals with hia bolujach, or a Aat 
stick covered with reindeer-skin, sung a shaman's song ; in which, 
as my interpreter told me, he chtillenged all the seven spirits 
under his command. A few minutes afterwards he began to beat 
bis tambourine again, and bawl with great vehennence, standing iqt 
and addressing himself in different positions ; and then to jump 
and hop about tlie sick person to the sound of his instrument, at the 
BBine bme screaming with a horrible voice, and distorting hink- 
nelf in a hideous manner. His head, with th^ distievelled hair, 
foiled backward and forward with auch rapidity that it seemed to 
be moved by springs ; his eyes glared like those of a maniac j 
«nd falling soon after, from the violent exertion, iuta a sort of 
•woon, two Jakuts used their endeavouis to support him. Re— 
coveriug in a few minutes, he called for a knife, with ^^llic]l he 
Btabbed himself in the body, and commanded a JuLut to drive 
iu the wciipon to llie hilt ; then goiug to the hearth, he took our 
llu^e bujtung coals, and swallowing them, danced witlmut dis- 
. covering any symptoms of pain. At length he pulled the knife 
out of hia body ; and, after vomituig the coals with some diife- 
culty, began to pfopheay tliat the sick man would be belter if 
lie offered a horse to the wicked spirit uhich tormented him ; 
at the same lime defining iJie colour of the horse to be Siicritired- 
In all such cases, the lot, of couise, ulwaya lalls upuu the fat- 
test and choicest. 

The shamaus demand nothing for tlieir trouble, hut are con- 
tented with what is given them ; they have, however, always 
dte privilege of the first seat at the feast on Uie sacrifice, when 
they cat witli a voracious appetite. For the evil spirit tbey 
set apart the bead, legs, tail, and skin; which, when stnlched 
upon a pole, are liung on a birch, or larch-tree, from whence 
ihey are never removed. 

• The slinmans o«lj lot thfir liiur grow, the olbcv Jwkuts cutting tlieir's 
. eS, Hdcr till: uituuer of tlie Butaiuu f oatiaatrj. 
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Tho credit wltich the sliamnns enjoy with all tnese peo] 
prt'vnits ihem iVoin Leintr .sns|)t.'Ctcd of any deaption ; and 
conciMt of 1^.1 IV lioidai^ an inleiooiirse with evil spirits^ coufiriii 
every oiu- 8(Iii moi in ihe opinion, thm whatever hap|)ens through 
the »K:i!nai! is eft'ccced in a supermitural way by the aid of &^ 
vils. '^hi^ I r(judi«*e of co!ir.sc affords them an opportunity of 
iniposiii < several talcs and absurdities npon the superstitious ig-. 
iiorance 4>f tht^ multitude ; such as pretending to have the power 
of knowiii«jj the past, jires^ut, and futuie; of commanding the 
winds and storms; of pi'^whicing fine or bac^ weather ; of find«>, 
mg thin«;8 that are luA ; of heuling the sick, affording good 
sport to xhii hui!Ur, &c. and all which they never neglect to 
turn to their own advantage. 

CHAP. 11. 



J>EPARTUKE FOR OCROTSK ON REINDEERS. THE TUN- , 

GUSBS. — THl'.lR JURIS AND MANNER OF LlVltfG.— AR* j 
RIVAL AT OCHOTSK. — REMARKS ON THE TOWN, ITS 'j 
TRADE AND INHARITANTS. — TIFE FISIJL^RY, AND DIF- ''** 
FERENT SORTS OF FISH. — FOWLING. — ^IRDS OF DIF- 
FERENT KINDS. 

Jl HE messenger returned in twelve days, bringing with f him 
twenty-five reindeer, a jurt, and two Tungusish families, with 
which I pursued my journey from Omekon on the 11th of 
March. 

Some of the reindeer were employed for carrying our provi- 
sions and clothing, and others were saddled for our use. It was 
some time before I could accustom myself to this mode of rid- 
ing without real inconvenience, the saddle having neither girths 
n«.r i-jtirri'ps, and its smallness scarcely allowing me a firm seat. 
It ^•M^C jn tijc shoulders of the reindeer, and was only tied by 
a sin<?!e slijiht tliniig, so "that with the smallest lefts of balance 1 
nuis: ineviidl>ly hpve fallen. Another little thong slung round 
the liCv K c :" the creature served as a bridle. 

Thefirt da\ we v/'jut 30 versts. In the commencejnent jthe 
road lead us over meadows, and afterwards through a w-oody 
vale surroundtii wiiii mountains. We took up our abode for the 
flight on a laountain, abounding in moss, the favourite diet of 
the reindeer, where the jurt was erected. The Tung^se meu 
having cutthepokj for the jurt, and lighted the fire, the re- 
mainder was done by t.l e women, who miloaded the reindeer, 
unps.cked l!ie baggage, and fixed up the jurt. These people 
carry about with them all the materials for such a shelter ; such 
^9 the rowdugen, the pieces of baik sowed together for a co«. 



vering, therinax m which the po\eit arc fustened, aiii.1 the cur- 
laiiw used in the place of doors. 

These jurts are commonly round, like those of the Cahmicks, 
and conical towards the top, with an openini^ to give vent to the 
amok^; which, however, seldom ascends, particularly in severe 
%veather, owing lo the lire being made in the centre. The fol- 
lowing days we pursued our journey over mountains, woods, 
and titndem*, by a rout knovm only to the Tunguses. On^ 
comin^up to the tracfcsof some reindeer, our guides immediately l 
informed us that llieir countrymen were not a day's distance fronv 
us ; which proved to be accurate, as we overtook them in the 
evening at the place where they had encamped for the night. 
These pf'opie are all very clever in ascertaining, from the ap- 
pearance of live reindeer tracks, both in winler and smiitner, 
not only the number of animals that have passed, but the length 
of film; tliat has elapsed since the tracks were made» The 
next day t'jey exchanged reindeer with lis, ^ving us fresh one* 
in the place of our own, that were already jaded. 

After some days we reached a. spot on the river Ochota, cal- 
led, by the Tun'iuses, Uega ; where they assenible from all 
quarters, once a year, and hold a fair. Here the iuhabitants 
of the towns meet the monataineerij, and barter their tobacco, 
knives, pins, trinkets, and chrtha, for reindeer skins and dried 
meat or fiah. 1'he fonner would be considerable gainers by.this ■ 
exchange, if, instead of throwing away iheir protils upon spiritSi 
they carried home their merchandizes, and disposed of them at 
a good market. 

The Tungiises are an itinerant peopl*;; throughout the ' 
whole year incessantly moving with Uieir bouses, family, and 
property, from place to place. Nothing but want, rain, or 
trade, can detain ihem a wJiole week in one spot ; but they re- 
gard even this restraint as a great punishment. Tlieir reindeer 
carry the effects, consisting of their clothes, jurt, and eatables ; 
hut they never load them with a greater weight than 60 pounds. 
Infants unable to ride are put in pannels, lined with moss on 
one side, having an equal weight on the other to preserve the 
balance. They resemble the JaLuts in their method of pacify- 
ing a crying infant, by giving it a piece of fat to suck. The 
men and women ride, leading ihe beasts of burden. The 
riches of the Tunj^uses consist altogether of reindeer, some of 
tbem having upwards of 20(X), which usually graze in mossy 
places, and in great herds ; but whatever may be the extent of 
their possessions, they are very loth to slasghter any of theiii for 
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fboci^ unless they be any way damaged ; they even prefer to 
dure hunger for many days, or content themselves Avith the 
of trees, or old shrivelled skin, which they constantly 
about with them, to serve in case of exi?;eucy. They eat 
every part of the animal which they kill, not throwing 
€vcn the impurities of the bowels, with which they mi 
a sort of black puddhigs, by a mixture of blood and fat! Thi 
cat no raw meat, even when dried, but they are fond of 
jraw marrow from the bones^ which having tasted myselfj 
did not iind offensive, 

Ou the 2.3lh of March, onr reindeer carried us to Arka; 
place so called from tlie river of that name running into 
Ochota. Here we found some pedestrian Tungi;<es, who go 
foot in summer for want of reindeer. In the winter they 
ness dogs to their nartes, and build their jurts under ground ; 
kk other respects do not differ from the other tribes of thi 
nation. 

At this place, 1 exchanged my reindeer for the dogs and 
sartes. These are light sledges, about twelve feet long ai 
two broad, and a foot and half high from the bottom. Thi 
are of so slight a structure that they may be conveyed by hai 
Ten or twelve dogs are harnessed to them by means of smi 
cords, with a large rein between,, serving as a ]>ole. 
foremost couple are used to tuni right or left at a word ; 
%vhen the driver wishes to stop the narte he fixes his oschtol ia 
mow, through the sledge. 

The oschtol is a thick staff tipped with u'on, and having 
tattle at one end, by which the pace of the dogs is quickened^^; 
Towards the spring this mode of travelling becomes excessive 
incommodious, for the nartes having no indented scats, and tl 
road being often uneven and steep, it is not unfrequent for thcr"! 
traveller to be thrown over, and sometimes pitched on th^; 
fitumps of trees, or other hard substances ; particularly when* i 
the dogs get scent of an animal, and become ungovernable. Iw 
pursuit of an otter, for example, they are not to be restrainecl'. 
from going into the water, and dragging their nartes after them y* 
iso that if the driver be not dexterous enough either to tunioves' 
the conveyance, or to jump out, his life is in great danger. *. 

Whenever there is a great fall of snow, or it be driven intoc 
unusually large heaps, then two or three persons are obliged tOt 
go before to make a track, and mark the road, by the position, 
of the trees, mountains, and rivers: the snow, thus trodden^ 
'n'ill be sufficiently firm to bear any weight untU the return oC 
warm weather. 

On the 2^7th of March I arrived at Ocbotsk^ situated on th» 
ihore of th^ aaa called by its name^ close by tlie mouth andf 
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-cenflux of the two livers Ochota and Kuchtui. The 
Ochotit washes its sacdy gravelly beach every siinitner with ve- 
hemence, carryii^ away whole houses with it yearly ; so that 
the town has already lost three streets within a short time ; while, 
on the other hand, llie beach receives an annual accession from 
t}ie stones driven to it by the Etorms. The government having, 
therefore, resolved on transplanting the town to a safer situa- 
tion, no new houses are now erected, and the old ones, which 
were built upon the establishment of the place, are falling to 
decay, Octiotsk has a wooden church, a' palisadoed fortress, 
and some magazines. The inhabitants consist mostly of persons 
in military and civil capacities : the latter of whom principally 
belong to the lately established judicature in the stadtholdership > 
of Irkutsk. On this establishment, Ochotsk became a capital, 
comprehending the peninsulas of Kamtschatka, the jMeutian 
and Kurihan islands, and the whole coaat from Ochotsk to the 
Tschukatish cape, within its jurisdiction. 

The trade of this place is carried on chiefly by merchants 
from other towns, who bring provisions and other merchandizes, 
of European or Asiatic manufacture, for the Russians, Tun- 
guses, Jakuts, Kosaks, and Tschukatians ; all of whom, e?tcept the 
first, make their payments in skins. There are also trading com- 
panies, having their agents, who build simdl craft at Ochotsk or 
Kamstchatka, and dispatch them to the Aleutian islands, and 
North America, for the purpose of collecting furs. The crew 
are hired from all parts of Russia, and the command of the 
■whole is entrusted to an experienced trader, entitled pere- 
dowschtscliik, or forcnmnei', who has been on tivo or three 
euch expeditions before. Besides this, the government pro- 
vides a male and steersman to conduct the vessel. Their voyages 
frequently last ten years, and on their return, the produce is di- 
vided into certain portions, called pai. 

Having made the object of my mission known to the com- 
mander, 1 commenced my examination of the vessels, stores, 
and building materials ; but found every thing so slialtered and 
decayed as lo be totally unfit for use. In my rambles among 
the woods, I was not much more successful, having found, 
within the compass of above IQn wersts, but few trees suffi- 
ciendy lai^e for building our vessels. Nothing could exceed 
the toilsomeness of tins research, although it was considerably 
relieved by the kindness of my worthy friend, the collegiate as- 
sessor Koch, who accompanied me purely from the desire of 
aiding me with his knowledge. We set off in the beginning of 
April, and were obliged to go 70 wersts in snow-shoes. Of 
these there are two sorts; those which are broad and covered 
imdernealh with reindeer skin, for the soft ^ao.'fl s «Q&,'&bfc«^''^^i 
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lon^, narrow, and plain^ for the bard snow. From our ine!l^ 
penence in this mode of travelling, we often sprained our 
ancles, got entangled in the shrubs, or fell into heaps of snow 
so very deep, that neither of us. could have been saved without 
the assistance of our attendants. 

After my return, my first concern was to procure men to fetch * 
the wood ; but in this respect the commander was unable to af- 
ford me any great assistance ; the few men he gave me being so 
afflicted with the scurvy that they could scarcely walk, much less 
do any labour. The poorer classes here are very subject to 
this disorder, owing partly to the damp and cold weather, and 
partly to their diet, which consists of salt fish and a sour liquid, 
called burduck. Meat and fresh fish are scarcely to be pro- 
cured for money ; every other kind of provision is to be purchased 
only at an immoderate price, a pound of butter costing three 
shillings ; the same quantity of flower one shilling ; oatmeal nine- 
pence, and other things in proportion. People in any tolerable 
situation usually lay in their stock for the year at the summer fair, 
or procure it from Irkutsk ; and those who cannot afford to do 
this must submit to all the hardships of want and bad food. 
On my arrival here, I 'might have experienced a similar fate if 
I had not met with so friendly a reception from the principal per- 
sons of the place, who not only invited me to their tables, but 
exerted their utmost to lessen the difficulties 1 had to encounter. 
Attlie close of April, the Ochota was cleared from the ice; 
and the water swelling to an astonishing height, occupied all 
the lowlands with rapidity, but returned to its boundaries again 
in the space of ten days, when several sorts of fish, such ^ 
malnies''^, kunsches, and kambales, began to make their appear* 
ance ; which were succeeded by shoals of smelts and herrings, 
and afterwards by sturgeon and sesrcalves. My people now 
beginning to collect strength from the return of spring and fresh 
fish, I sent them out after timber, a great quaiitity of which they 
felled for me in the summer months. 

* The names of keta and malma are no where to be found, but the others 
are described as follows iu the dictionary of the Russian Academy .* — 
• Kunsha, Sahno Cundsha, a sort of salmon. Its usual length is two feet ; 
its tail forked ; its scales silver-colo«ir«d, with a shade of blue on the side 
and white at the ends. It is found in the bay of the Northern Ocean, and 
the White Sea. Kamhala Pleuronectes. Under this appellation is com- 
prehended many sorts of scaleless fish, with eyes on each side their longish 
round bodies. — ^Narka Salmo is a species of salmon about a yard long, 
and the fifth of a yard broad, with a red' body, small head, five small red- 
dish teeth on both sides, blue tongue, yet white on the side, a bluisli back, 
with dark spot^ «od the tail a little arched. Its scales are large and round, 
and come off the skin very easily. Tliey collect in great slioals in the rivtr 
from the eastern and P^oschinkisch sg^ 
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* At Ae eo uiuicatcm cnt of Jane, tbe abovemcBfticmed fiah 
disappear, and ghre phoe Id odier sorts, as the keta and die 
^■rka, in size and appearance somewhat resenblii^ the s a hnon , 
odI V diat die narkm has a much redder and firmer flesh ; tfadr 
taste is wery pleasant, and in Jnlr ther are in fiill season. In 
Almost and September, diej come in such quantities as to 
€haaiige the quality of die nater. Tbe inhabitants at these times 
lav in a store fcir the year, both for dieir own use and that of 
their dogs, of which eadi person has one or two team, con- 
sistii^of 12 or 24. Hiese dogs differ in vefy few res pe c ts 
finom those in Russia, except by barking less and howUng more, 
which th^ fteqnen^ do, particularly towards die dawn of 
day ; one ^es the lead and is followed by all the rest in the 
town, which forms a concert of no very agreeable kind. 

Tbe fish are cured in various ways. Tlie narka are stretdied 
oot and smoked in a chamber, peculiarly adapted for die pur- 
pose, dien laid in a box and strewed wiA dried and powdered 
keta, which is said to be a good preservadve. They are thus 
sent sometimes to Irkutsk and Jakutsk, but not in great quan- 
tities, on account of the difficulty or espence of the carrn^e* 
Tlie keta are dried in die sun, die fiit in the back-bone having 
first been taken out, in which state they are called jukol. Tlie 
inferior of bodi kinds are given to the dogs. Iney are also 
sailed in great tubs, either whole, or the spawn alone. Salt b 
here extracted durii^ the summer from tl^ sea-water, in an of* 
fice beloi^ng to the crown, situated about twelve versts from 
die town. At the close of autumn and commencement of Sep- 
tember, when the fish are at their fiiD size, diey are caught 
without difficulty, beii^ taken with the hand out of die sea, uid 
thrown into pits fitted for the purpose, where they turn sour, 
corrupt, and dissolve. These are intended for the dogs in ge- 
neral, but are sometimes eaten by human beings. The Kams- 
tcfaadales, for example, esteem it the best and most delicious 
of all victuals, although the smell is so stroi^ as to extend many 
versts distance from a pit newly opaied. At the close of 
September, or the commencement of the frost, die keta, and 
another fish which comes at that time, called lomld, are left 
to fireeze, and thus preserved in heaps for the winter. 

The nets used for fishing are either smaller or larger accord- 
ii^ to the size of the fish to be caught. The larger nets ar^ 
diro)ftii out from the shore on loi^ poles. In the fishii^ season 
diey fill so rapidly that i( is scarcely possible to draw them in 
quick enough to prevent their being overloaded. TlieKoaaJu 
in particular, widi their wives, attend to the nets at this dnii^/^ 
indulging their appetit^ continually with the cartilage of diA 
4flN9' k^^2 y^i^ the^ r^ard as a f^X Vyiwi^ V^^^^^ 



CO SARYTBCHBW's TBAVBLS. 

bsive probably acquired from themr the same propensity^ for du- 
ring die season of plenty tbey go to the water's side in search of 
fish for themselves^ and eat the heads only of whatever they 
catch. 

Birds of passage are very numerous here in spring and au- 
tumn. At the close of AprU and May geese and^storks resort to 
the meadows in immense flocks, and the bays are covered with 
ducks of every description. In June they leave these parts^ 
and are succeeded by snipes; but in July and August there is 
no other bird to be seen except sea-ducks, called lurpatie, which 
assemble here in vast quantities. This being their time of 
moulting, they are unable to fly, and fall an easy prey to the 
inhabitants^ who surround them in their canoes*, and driving 
them into shallow parts of the water, jump in, and either kil} 
or catch them alive in their hands. They then string them by 
means of an iron or bone skewer, on a long cord that bangs 
at their backs, which frequently affords an opportunity for those 
following to practise a theft on their neighbours, while eager 
in the pursuit, by cutting off dieir ducks and stringing them to 
their own. 

The Tungnses have a mode of catching these birds by 
means of an artificial hen-duck, which, when stuck on a loi^ 
pole, tipped with a sharp iron, and presented to the males, at- 
tracts them all towards it, and brings them within the reach of 
the fowlers. In lakes and standing waters, the ducks are like- 
wise caught by snares, two different ways. They have a me- 
thod of confining the creatures within a certain space by means 
of twigs, leaving openings only where the snares are fixed, by 
which the ducks are caught when they attempt to get out. 
By another method, they decoy the ducks with the spawn of 
fish into snares that are concealed under water. 

Among the birds which frequent the forests and fields, aro 
white-tailed eagles, woodcocks, and partri<%es. In the winter 
there is a remarkable bird called a water-sparrow, which make* 
its appearance on the open banks of the river. It is the size of 
a thrush, and has a black plumage : but although there is no 
'Web on its feet, it often dives, and continues some minutes un- 
der the water ; yet it has not been observed to swim on the aur* 
face* There are no common sparrows here ; and the crows are 
perfectly black. The mews are of five different sorts ; namely^ 
the ^ semisa^ennjaa, the gray and white spotted, the ^t^go* 
\voruschkaj the y mortyschka, and the ^ rasboinika. The first is 

* This canoe is called odoodcrewka, probably from its being constructed 
Cat of one tree only. 

t Semisanhcnnaja, from Mem, seven, and sathenay fathom. ^t G6wo- 

Mf»k^ pfBter, ffMi 0o»ant^ to spenk. ^ M^rhfichkm tterna^ or sea* 

twallow.' ff ^bmnikay a plunder<l. 
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unusually large ; its outstretched wings, with the feet and head, 
comprehending an extent of 7 fathoms ; and is so ravenous as to 
cat till it cannot move. The grey with white spots, are like 
ours in Europe, and resemble the goworiischka, except that 
they are rather smaller. The latter derive their name from sit- 
ting on the water and continually screaming. Mortyschka, the 
snjallest kind, has short red feet, and a forked tail. The last de- 
scription are black, of a middle size> with two long feathers ki 
their tails. They never catch iish themselves, but plunder them 
from others ; from which circumstance they have received their 
appellation. 

CHAP III. 

MR. billing's arrival AT OCHOTSK. — MY FARTHER 
JOURNEY. — DANCE OF THE FOOT TUNGUSES. — ON THE 
INSTINCT OF THE FISH. — THE DOCTOr's ASSISTANT 
LOSES HIS WAY. — DIFFICULTIES ON THE ROAD. AR- 
RIVAL AT THE FORTRESS OF WERCHN B-KOLYMSK. — JU- 

KAGIRCANS. THEIR MODE OF LIVING. — UNEXPECTED 

FIRE. 

JLVXR. Billing, our commander, arriving at Ochotsk, in 
July, with the remainder of the expedition, I was again dis- 
patched to the fortress of Werchne-Kolymsk, and being provided 
with some attendants and a hundred of the best horses just come 
from [rkutsk^ I set off on the ] st of August. 

Our road, for the first 75 versts, to the village of Mundakan, 
was very good^ with the exception of occasional floods, throu^ 
^hich we were obliged to wade. It afforded us every where 
fine prospects. The woods consisted principally of larch-treeji, 
here and there intermixed with beeches and alders. The islands 
scattered along the rivers are covered with willows, poplars, 
and pines ; the leaves of which latter trees afford a very delight- 
ful aromatic odour. The road itself is often lined with eglan- 
tine and shimolost, which yields sweet berries that are in great 
esteem here. The shimolost, or Lonicera xvlosteuniy is a shrub, 
not exceeding a fathom in height, having a grey smooth bark 
and spiral leaves. Two white blossoms grow on each stem. 
The fruit is an orbicular, succulent, red berry, having four small 
stones, and is the fevourite diet of many birds.. The. wood is 
used for ram-rods, pipe-tubes, &c. The Tartarian shimolost 
is a finer species of this kind, which grows much higher, and 
has smoth leaves in the form of a heart ; its double Uossom is 
of a pale flesh colour, and its berries of a pJ^ colour. 

It is a native of Siberia, '•■"^ •« literally a v^wd ' ^^^* 

Bilberries and knaesb esr^e V> "'"'^^ 
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parts ; the latter resembling the wild strawberry both in appear* 
ance and leaf; but its blossom is rose-coloured. Ilie berries 
Iiave a very agreeable perfume and fine flavour. It is the plea- 
aantcst fruit growing in the nortliern countries^ and is abundant 
in Sweden, Russia, Siberia^ and Canada. From the blossom 
and leaves the inhabitants make both tea and a decoction, which 
is in high estimation for pectoral complaints. The richnesss and 
verdure of the meadows, evei-y where overspread wiih lux- 
uriant grass^ might be supposed to denote a prolific soil^ and 
yet the repeated experience of tlie government evinces that it is 
unfit for the production of grain. This is, perhaf.s, less attri- 
butable to the soil itself than to the shortness of the summer 
and tl^e depth of the snow, which continues on the ground, in 
come places, until June. The weather is cold and damp the 
greater part of the year, and not unfrequcntly so in that season 
when heat is iudispen^ible for bringing the com to maturity. 
Por this reason, the vegetables and ggrden fiuits are far inferior 
to those in other places lying nearer to the north pole, where, as 
in Archangel for example, they have a better climate. Ilie 

• cabbage here has no stem whatever, biit shoots forth in leaves 
only. Potatoes, turnips, and radishes, grow but to a very insigni- 
ficant size. 

Our road continued dry and agreeable twenty versts beyond 
Mundakan, after which we bad to pass through marshes and 
mountains. The moss of these roarshesi is so entangled with the 
. roots of the trees as to form a tolerably firm, but yet movable 
ground, which yields to the tread of the horse. Sometimes the 
traveller sinks in, and requires the assistance of all his compa- 
nions to help him out ; but in such cases it is easy to find a safer 
way. These treacherous spots are termed baidaranen. ITjb 
moroschka, a fruit pecuUar to marshes, is found in great abun- 
dance here, particularly in brooks and vallies, which producQ 
also some bilberries. Tlie berries of the moro&chka, Rubus cha^ 
mamorns, are of a yellowish colour, the size of a cherry, and 

• of a semicular form^ composed of many small triangular grains, 
lying together in double ro.ws. Its pulp is very succulent, iiv- 
closed in a thin brittle husk. 

After a journey of six days, we arrived at Arka, a place belong- 
ing to the pedestrian Tunguses, lying about a hundred versts from 
Ochotsk, at the mouth of a tolerably large river of the same 
name, which runs into the Ochota. Our commander overtook 
us this day with all his attendants, except the boatswain, who 
had fallen from his horse in crossing a piece of water, and was 
drowned. We found the inhabitants fishing for the keta, which 
was very abundant here ■• in this season. The shallowness and 
.cieam^ss of the water afforded them the advantage of d^Vivi^ 
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l^mshii^ the iattest fish, which they strike so dexterously widi 
their spikes as never to miss dieir aim. Tliis spike, in Russian 
bagor, is an instrument particularly in use among the Kosaks on 
the Ural, and at the fishing of the Wolga, consisting of aa 
iron spike, with two points, fiEistened in a long stick* 

After supper our landlords gave us a dance, in which men 
and women formii^ a circle, jumped to a tune tliat consisted of 
the two words ochur, juchur, continually repeated. However 
wretched the condition of these people may apparently he, 
they are incomparably more happy than many of the cultivated 
sons of fortune, who riot in uninterrupted luxury. To variety 
and care they are alike strangers. Their wants are extremely 
limited ; an abundance of fish is the he^ht of their happiness, 
as it constitutes their « principal subsistence, lliey barter it 
likewise with their reindeer Tunguses for their clothing. 

We now pursu«d our course all together, passing over a di- 
versity of mountains, and through numerous rivers. The wea-« 
ther, which had hitherto been favourable, changed to rain on tbo 
9th, that continued for twenty-four hours without intermission. 
In addition to which, our guides were now unable to conduct 
us farther. We fortunately met with some other Tunguses, four 
of whom we engaged, with twenty-two reindeer. From the 
river Uega, where we had just been stoppings the road became 
insupportably tedious, leading perpetually through mountainous 
and marshy countries, and sometimes being totally blocked up 
by the trees which had been only half consumed in a conflagra- 
tion*. Our horses suffered so seriously from the fatigue, that 
we were obliged to leave many of them in the wood ; and meet- 
ii^ soon after with a conyenient place for a night's lodghig, which 
yielded good fodder^ we resolved on resting the following day 
in this place. 

We spent this day in shooting and fishing, and caught many of 
the chariusf in our nets ; among which was a narka, in a perfect 

* In the country jiround Petersburgh it is not unfrequent for extensive 
woods to be consumed. The Hre cominortly arises from the nej^ligence of 
the peasantry comluer in bo()ies to the city, whose fires, towards tli0 
evening, afford an agreeable prospect. 

t Chnrius, salmo thyninilus, a species of salmon; its head is rather 
small, obtuse, and spotted black, the under part and the sides having 4 
bluish cast ; its gills are furnished with two rows of teeth, extended into its 
throat. -Its body is covered with a thick firm scale, its back dark green and 
father arched, its sides flattened and of a grey bluish colvur. From tha 
head to the tail a bluish stripe runs down on every scale, the middle of which 
is spotted black. The belly is white, the pectoral fins small and yellowish ; 
those on the side, tail, and belly, reddish ; that on its back large, yellowish 
in tl^e beginning and reddish at the ends, having four rows of round spots. 
The ch^ius frequents tlie rapidly flowing springs o^AV\^\«LWiSi\»sJi»'*^ "^^^^^^ 
two feet long. Its flesh is white, firm, deVic^xe, ^vA^^X. 
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Slate of transformation, having scarcely a single mark of simi* 
larity with its khid remaining. Deep red and dark blue spot! 
supplied the place of scales ; its gills were quite bent ; its teeth 
groun out long ; its body become pulpy snd spungy^ and on its 
back it had an excrescence. It had probably strayeid into this 
lake through a brook communicating with the Ochota^ notwith- 
standing the velocity with which it rushed down the mofmtain* 
In fact, the keta and iiarka appear to be impelled by a particu* 
lar instinct towards the rivers ; for they continually force them- 
selves up in spite of every obstacle^ and when disabled, from 
loss of strength^ to proceed any farther, they generally perish 
and moulder away on the shore : few, therefore, ever retaro 
to the sea. We should naturally suppose, from the prodigious 
number of narka and keta continually passing every year from 
the sea into the rivers, that these species of fish would soon be- 
come extinct ; but the contrary being the case, we are led to the 
conclusion, that the spawn of the dead fish is carried back into 
the sea, and there brought to perfection. 

On the 15th, our commander went forward, taking with him the 
doctor, two cha8seui*s, and some Tunguses as guides. The second 
day after the doctor's departure, his assistant, Mr. Main, an 
Englishman, staying behind to collect stones, missed his way: 
we did not perceive his absence until the time of our encamp- 
ment for the night ; and were, therefore, obliged the next day 
to retrace our steps in search of him, when we found him in the' 
afternoon in a wood. His horse having run away, he had missed 
his road in pursuing him, and not knowing what step to * take, 
resolved on returnhig to the first Tungusish dwelling : which 
would, however, have been scarcely practicable, there being 
no such dwelling within the distance of 100 versts. 

After following the course of the' Ochota for the distance of 
400 versts, we at length turned off to the right, and reached 
the source of the river Kuidussun ; the shallow parts of which 
are occupied with masses of ice four feet in height, that appear 
never to be dissolved*. Here we had the misfortune to lose our 
Tungusish guide, who absconded with several of the reindeeri 
and brought us into the most unpleasant dilemma. We were to* 
tally unacquainted with the way forward, and had no other alter- 
native than to follow the steps of Captain Billing, whenever 
we could trace them, which was, unfortunately, but seldom 
the case, the road generally leading over moss-grown places, 
and every Tunguse taking the direction which struck him to be 
the best. By the exercise of our judgment and patience, ' we, 

* This ice is probably accumulated by the water spouting forth from tht 
jpn'ngs of the river. 
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lowever, succeeded, after a tormrnting searcfi for CO versls, in 
finding a Jukiitish track over meadowa, that promised to bring 
us to an inhabited spot : but hi this we were disappointed ; for 
afterajoumey of IS versts farther we came to some eraply Ja- 
kutiah juris, from w hence the road took five different direclions. 
I dispatched some of mj people in several directiona, and ob- 
tained the next morning, to mj no small satisfaction, a Jakut, 
who offered to conduct ai to the juris of the Jakulish knask. 
He fulfilled his prouiiae, and carried us in nine days to the de- 
sired spot, where we found Captain Billings waiting for ua. 
Here we were obliged to stop five days for fresh horses, which 
were to be collected from the distant jurts. 

On the 2t)th, we pursued our journey in two distinct parties ; 
Captain BilJbgs proceeding forwards with one sailor and three 
chasseurs. Tlie first day we waded through the river Omekon, 
and paased along two other rivers, until we reached the 
Atscliugui-taj'yn-uvach, or little icy stream, which is so called 
from its being continually covei'ed with ice of an almost incre- 
dible thickness. Sixty versts fiirther, after wading tlirough the 
Ulachan-taryu-urach, or lai^e icy river, we had to ascend two 
high mountains, about a verst distant from each other. The 
former is covered with small larches, mosSj and cedar shrubs, 
which do not ri.^ above two fathoms in height, and yield fruit 
bat every other year. The latter, which is higher than any in 
that quarter, extending from south-east to nortli-west, is covered 
only half way up with moss, the rest consisting of naked rock. 
We effected our ascent and descent with the utmost difficulty, 
being obliged, from its exceeding steepness, to creep rather tlian 
walk, for fear of rolling down. The horses, though very tame 
and accustomed to such roods, were not all able to keep their 
feet. Our course then led us alteniately over beautiful mea- 
dows and large livera, or through woody and mountainous coun- 
tries. The Tunguses usually repair in the summer to the open 
summits of these mountains to catch the ^^ild sheep which fre- 
quent those parts, or to graze dieir reindeer, which are here 
less tormented by the insects than in the forests. 

Our guides being unable to conduct us farther, I was obliged 
-■ to wait some few versts distance from Werchno-kolymsk, until 
s suitable person could arrive from the neighbouring Jakutish 
jurts, called Kyssyl Balyktach, after tlie name of a peculiar 
tiKh, which is caught by the inhabitants in their lake. The fa- 
tigues of the journey were rather increased than diminished to- 
wartla tlie close. The roads, which were either sandy or 
marshy, exhausted our horses to that degree, that we sometimes 
despaired of reaching the point of destinatiou. Owo^w w- 

bwe found Captain Billings and Vh* a\.\.etiiMfta» Va.'OKiSft^ 
MABYTSCHEW.} I> "* 
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baggage, wbich had been left behind^ owing to die badness of 
the roadij. The greatest part of our horses being totally di»^ 
ablcd, it was necessary to procure a fresh set for the purpose of 
fetching the luggage. 

The fortress (Ostrog) of Werchna-kolymsk, is situated on th« 
right bank of the river Jassachna, two versts distance from its con^ 
flux with the Kolyma. It consists of Ave peasants* huts, three 
jurtSy and a separate court surrounded with a paling, in the 
middle of which is a black log-house (isba) and some granaries. 
In this narrow spot it was no easy matter to dispose of all our 
people. Our commander chose the best isba, whilst two of 
my companions and myself took up our lodging in a jurt. Tlie 
greater part of the crew were obliged to reside in the woods 
until a shelter could be made for them, besides which it wa.^ 
necessaiy to build a forge and an oven for drying the biscuit. • 
In the mean time the felling and transportation of the timber 
for our vessels was commenced with vigour, although the pass^e 
of the river was rather impeded by the frost, which set in on 
the C7th of September; yet as soon as it was frozen sufficiently 
firm to admit of any weight, we conveyed the wood over the 
ice by means of horses borrowed from a small body of Jakuts^ 
who had lately settled in those parts at a distance from the for- 
tress. These Jakuts have but, a small quantity of cattle^ and 
subsist principally by fishing. In the winter they travel only 
with dogs^ by which tliey are distinguished from the rest of their 
nation. 

At the commencement of the frost, and previous to the 
closing of the river, die people were busy with their nets in 
catching a particular sort of fish called tschirai*. Afterwards 
they made openings in the. ice, in order to catch eelpouts ; the 
largest of which weighed 25 pounds. The cold at this time^ 
in the middle of October, was 3Q deg. Reaumur. 

In this month, Mr. Billings and the doctor went a journey of 
40 versts up the river, to a little place inhabited by some fami- 
lies of the Jukagirens. This was formerly a very rich tribe^ 
who had kept their neighbours in awe, and possessed dominion 
over a vast extent of territory, until the greater part of them 
being swept away by the small-pox, and another contagious dis'-* 
order, called here kilikinska, the Kosaks and Tunguses, their 
ancient enemies, gained the upper hand, and retaliated on them 
by every act of oppression in fishing and hunting ; which gave 
rise to a war that exterminated almost entirely the little residue 
of thieir people. ITie stragglers who had escaped this last ravages 
Rought protection from the Russians, and took up their residence 
iji' the proximity of the fortress. The close intercouEse tlius 
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arising bebveen the Jukagirens and the Kosaks gradually assimi- 
hited the customs and dress of the former to those of the latter. 
But previously to this, their way of living entirely resembled 
that of the Tunguses ; having, like them, their reindeer and 
their jurts, with which they strolled from place to p^ace. At' 
present they live in hovels, and make use of dogs in lieu of 
reindeer, . for their winter excursions. Their food consists of 
fish and the flesh of elks, which are very abundant in the islands^ 
and rivers ; particularly of the rjver Korkodon, which flows inta 
the Kolyma 200 versts distant from the fortress. Thither the 
Jukagirens usually repair in April with their dog-sledges to hunt 
not only elks, but also sables, foxes, reindeers, and - every spe-^' 
cies of animals which afford fur. They pursue -■ the elks itf 
show-shoes, and run them down, until they are so perfectly 
enfeebled as to fall an easy prey to the huntsman, in this pursuit 
the latter have every advantage; for the immensely deep snows' 
and the nasten *, so frequent in that season, which are no^ 
impediments to them or their dogs, continually stop the. crea*^ 
tures in their career, and combine with their natural unwieldi- 
iiess to prevent their escape; They cut the flesh into long thin 
slices, and dry them in the air. As soon as the river is free from' 
ice they swim on floats to' the fortress, where a festivity and ca- 
rousal commences among the Kosaks, with whom they barter 
their spoil for the necessaries fetched from the town, bot 
above all for tobacco, to which they are immoderately attached* 
This fair commonly lasts until the river, which has overflowed 
the country, returns to its bounds, when they separate and 
take various directions for the purpose of fishing. 

Since their connexion with the Kosaks, the Jukagirens have 
made a profession of Christanity, blended, indeed, with their 
own superstitions ; particularly the incantations of the Schamans* 
In this particular the Kosaks, who cannot boast of a much brighter 
illumination, have but too faithfully adopted their errors. They 
ascribe every sickness to witchcraft, and even imagine themselves 
sometimes to be under the influence of some evil spirit. For 
which reason they have a peculiar dread of one female Jakut> 
named Agrapheima Schiganska, a xhaman of great influence, 
who di^d thirty years ago. They fancy that she visits the people 
in order to torment them, and must therefore receive . their 
homage and sacrifices. Active as the government of Jakutsk 
has been in their endeavours to destroy thb superstition, they 

• 

* * The hardened surface of the snow, occasioned only in spring hy ita 
ibuwing in tlic day and freezing again at night, . > 
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have hitherto been very unsuccessful. They even sent an order, 
to the town of Schigansk, for search to be made after the body 
of this Agraphenna^ that it might be consumed ; but this was 
equally inefficacious in its influence on the superstitious iiiulti« 
tude. Ilieir Jakutish schamans spare no pains to preserve the 
credit of the witch, declaring that they could never venture to lay 
9ny spirit without first offering a sacrifice to her ; for were sjie 
in the slightest degree to be n^lected, she would make I^r 
Appearance among them and exercise her vengeance. 

In Janual7 the cold rose to 43 degrees, and was so severe as to 
impede respiration. The very vapour from the breath was con- 
verted into icicles, which, from continual attrition, were incessantly 
crackling. The power of the sun was then too feeble to commu-^ 
nicate any warmth to the atmosphere, making its appearance only 
for a short time at noon, on the summit of the horizon, and 
sending forth its rays in an oblique direction. It is worthy of ob» 
aervation at the same time, that the most perfect calm attends an 
extreme state of cold, which subsides instantly on the least motion 
of the vrind. The thermometer, with quicksilver, Was now 
tendered perfectly uscle^s^ the purest kind of quicksilver being 
frozen by a cold of 33 degrees ; we were therefore obliged to 
content ourselves with spirits in its stead. 

Whilst the weather pemtitted it, we had made some sporting 
excursions into the woods ui pursuit of partridges and woodcocks, 
but now it was scarcely possible to pass from one dwelling to 
another. Our provisions, therefore, began to fall short, the 
season for fish being over, which iW constituted our principal 
subsisteuce. Had we in this moment of plenty adopted a systeni 
of precaution and economy, we need not have aggravated the 
sufferings from cold by those of hunger. We had then thrown 
away the head of an eelpout^ which we now gladly scratched up 
from the snow, and eat with avidity. In addition to diis,the scurvy, 
the conunon attendant on want, began to make its appearance* 

Dnring the month of November we had nearly finished ona 
ef our.vesselsy whidi was 45 feet in length, and received th^ 
name of Palias. Jn the month of April we renewed our labours 
with asecoBd,^wiuch was only 28 feet long, and named Jaa* 
sachna. The ignorance of our carpenter, combined with the 
total inexperience of all the rest in every thing relative to the 
building of a vessel, naturally retarded our progress in this bu<!» 
siness ; nor would it, perhaps, have ever been brought to bear^ 
if the more intelligent of the party had not exercis^ their in» 
equity in contrivance. The tar not being of a proper consists 
^ncy which ^as procured at Jakutst;; we were obliged to min 
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mdfii^r with it, that was obtained from the larch-trees, which, 
when boiled together, produced a composition not inferior in 
quality to the best sort of pitch. 

In the night of the 13th of May, a fire broke out in the* 
habitation of the doctor and mechanic, owing, probably, to' 
some negligence in extinguishing the coals on the hearth. The 
flames spread over the whole houiie in an instant, and extended 
to an adjacent store-house, in which the spirituous liquors be- 
longing to the crown were preserved. Not the slightest 
article in the house could be saved, but happily no lives were 
lost. 

According to several observations, we fixed the^ latitude of 
Werchne-kolymsk at 60^* 21' norths and the deviation of the 
compass at 70°. 

The river being now perfectly clear of ice, our vesseb^ 
which were in an entire state of reachness, were launched in very 
high water ou the 5th of May. After every necessary ar- 
rangement was made for our voyage, in which the commaad eS 
the second vessel was consigned to me, we weighed anchor on 
the ^d, and were carried down by the stream with immense 
rapidity to the river Kolyma, which branches out into manjf 
smaller streams, that are lost in it again at the distance of a 
few versts. Many of these arms are perfectly dried up at the 
fail of the water. 

About noon we passed die mouth of the river Magaseika, 
flowing to the left, whic& received its name from the circum^ 
stance of magazines beii^ built at its source not far from Sa- 
Bchiwersk, in which the provisions were formerly kept that 
were afterwards conveyed by Sascliiwersk to the fortress of 
Anadyrsk. The passage by die Kolyma not being then known^ 
it was necessary to take die circuit of the two arms MagaseikA 
and Oshogina. 

Towards evening we received a visit of curiosity from s 
knask^ residing on the banks of a little lake, who paddling to- 
wards us in bis canoe^ seemed very desirous to take a nearer 
eurvey of our vessel. Learning from him that the Pallas had 
not yet sailed past^ we cast anchor m^til midnight, when il 
c^verfook us. 

After passing on the 9>7ih the Cluster of Islands, as they ai« 
termed, which are seven in number, we reached the Trinity 
Islands, and river of die same name ; probably so called from 
the hunters, who were going to erect a church here in the name 
of the Holy Trinity ; but opinions being divided between tbii 
find another place, it was decided by lot, which fell upon the 
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spot where Sredne-kolymsk now stands. The church, there- 
fore, and soon after that tlie fortress, were there erected. 

By Kamenka, a considerable river issuing from tlie moun* 
tains, which we left to the right on the U8th, as well as by the 
Troizka, the Jakuts and Tunguses catch many foxes, otters, 
unicorns, and sometimes sables, which are said to have been 
formerly very abundant in these parts. 

Here, from the mouth of the Sranka to the fortress of 
Sredne-kolymsk, the Kosaks of Werchne and Sredne-kolymsk, 
liave their summer encampments, for the purpose of providing 
themselves and their dogs with fish, lliey catch them withnets^ 
and cure their jukol as usual by drying, llie neolraa, muksun, 
tschira, and, towards the autumn, herring^), are the most abun* 
dant here. In the evening we stopped at Sredne-kolymsk, a 
wooden fortress, situated on the left bank of the Kolyipa^ hsiv* 
ing a church and some houses. It was formerly called Jarman- 
ka, (fair) because all the inhabitants from an immense 'distance^ 
as Tunguses, Jakuts, and Jukagirens, assembled here for the 
purposes of trade. They bartered their skins with the Jakutish 
and Kosak merchants, for tobacco and other trifling articles. 
The quantity of skins, particularly from the sables, taken near 
the river Kolyma, was so considerable as to furnish .a yearly re- 
venue of 4000 to the crown, being a tenth of the whole amount; 
from whence this tax had the name of a tythe. 'Flie sables hav« 
ing all now disappeared from this quarter, the fair has, of 
course, been totally abandoned. 

On the 17th of June, we stopped at the mouth of the Ome- 
lon, on the left bank of which we discovered the summer dn- 
campment of the peasants of Omelon. During this season 
they are engaged in fishing mitil autumn, when diey return ^ tQ 
their village, lying about 20 versts distance from the river. On 
the other side of this village there are Jakutish kagirens stiU 
remaining. 

Tlie river Omelon, together with the Inshiga and the Oen-> 
shina. Issues from a chain of mountains, and receives the addi- 
tion of five rather incortsiderable rivers ; three from the right 
and two from the left ; one of which is the Magaseika above* 
mentioned. Four hundred versts up the Omelon is an old 
wooden structure, erected probably on the discovery of the 
river by the Russian hunters, who luid undertaken their excur- 
sion in kotschen*y from the river Lena into the Frozen Ocean, 
and from thence to the mouth of the Kolyma, which leads tQ 
the Omelon. 

* A flat-bottomed vessel very similar to a barge. 



Migration of reinbeek. 3t 

In a summer residence on this river> we found Captain In- 
islnginsk Schmalew Satnik Kobolew, and the Tochukotish in* 
terpreter^ jDaurkin^ waiting for us agreeable to appointment. 
They were to act as our interpreters with the savage people, 
called Tschukscfaens^ whom we might chance to meet in the 
t'rozen OceaUk Mr. Schmalew, who was destined for my vessel^ 
was a man well qualified for this situation, having been some 
years commander of Inshiga, where^ by his suavity and presents, 
he had gained the confidence and good will of the Tschukscheas, 
who yearly resort thitlier for purposes of trade. 

After lying at anchor but three hours, we followed the course 
of the river and reached Nisma-kolymsk, situated on the left 
bank of the Kolyma, in 24 hours. The fortress includes within 
its \\ ooden barricade, one church and 33 houses ; together with 
33 Kosak inhabitants. Opposite to this fortress> tlie two large 
rivers, the Great jinfii and the Dr^ Anui, run, at an inconsider^ 
able distance, into the Kolyma^ The former of these extends 
809, and the latter 500 versts* The banks of both are inha-^ 
bited by Jukagirens. 

Tlie swimming of the reindeer across the Omeloti and the 

two Anuis affords an extraordinary spectacle twice a year ; vizi 

at the close of Mav, when the wild reindeer abandon the woods 

in great herds, probably with a view of seeking shelter from 

the gtiats within the neighbourhood of the sea, and afterwards 

in autumn, an their return ; in both which cases they are obliged 

to pass these rivers. The Kosak and Jukagiren inhabitants of 

these parts> who know the favourite haunts of these creatures^ 

repair then in their canoes to the spot, and pierce them in the 

water with the greatest facility, sometimes to the number of 60 

m a day. I'hey do not swim over all together in a body^ but 

one after anotlier ; and as soon as their leader has reached the 

opposite shore, they are not to be diverted from following him 

by any prospect of danger : if he, however, be interrupted in 

his course> he instantly returns, and the whole herd after him. 

The flesh of reindeer forms a principal article of diet for the 
people of tlus country. They cut it into thin slices> and dry it 
after the manner of their fish* The marrow and tongue are 
esteemed as delicacies. Another luxury which they have^ is 
red bilberries mashed with dried fish, and the fat of fiysh, with, 
which they make their most costly entertainments in the summer. 
In the winter they cat frozen and raw fish in its stead, particu* 
larly tscliirens, which they mince very small, and then ^ve the 
name of strogannoi. It is reputed to be very salutary against 
the scurvy, for which reason we adopted it as fi^roihlat reme^jr 
during our winter stay at VVerchne-koIymsk. :;;,;*... 
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We were detained four days at Nishne-koljmsk for the repaiif 
of our vessels ; the smaller one in particular, which, for want of 
ballast, was frequently in danger of being overset. We took is 
likewise SO puds of dried rciiideer*s flesh, and 150 puds salted; 
which the Jukagirens cured for us with the salt we gave them,' 
for this is a scarce article with them, and is obtained froin Ja- 
lutsk at au exorbitant price. Whilst lying at anchor, we bad 
cicmr warm weather and scarcely any wind, but were tormented 
with gnats to so immoderate a degree, that we were obliged to 
protect our faces and hands from them by a constant covering. 

On the 19th, the Pullas weighed anchor and proceeded down 
the river. My ship not being ready, I could not sail until the 
tliird day after its departure. We bad not proceeded 20 versts 
before we discovered three lofty mountains on the right bank of 
the Kolyma ; one of which is called Pomtelegcws, the other 
Sorowsberg, and the third Belaga Jopka. The Kosaks from 
Nishned-kolymsk have their summer encampment at the foo tof 
the first, b^' the river Ambonicha. Sixty versts from this for- 
tress; the river Kolyma divides and falls by two branches into 
the sea. Ilie course we took, which bore to the east, is called 
tlie Stony fVay, probably from its right bank being occupied by 
atony precipices and stupendous crags. 

In the afternoon of the next day we passed the \vinter resf^ 
dence of the merchant Sclialaurow, situated on the right bank» 
He undertook a voyage in the Frozen Ocean, but finding too 
many obstacles to oppose his progress, passed the winter season 
here. The next year he made another trial, that proved fJEital to 
the vessel and himself with his whole crew. The former being 
dashed to pieces by the ice, was thrown on the shore, and the 
latter perished by hunger, according to the account of the 
Tschukschens. 

We descried likewise, at a distance of five versts, in a straight 
line before us, the lighthouse which Lieutenant Laptgew built 
in 1735, as he was surveying the shore of the Frozen Ocean. Not 
very far to the left ^of this lighthouse we observed an idand 
not marked in Laptgew*s map, which he most probably over^ 
looked from its low situation, unless we are to suppose that it haa 
made its appearance since that period. It is, however, at least 
fair to conclude, that the water has undergone some chapg^ 
within these late years, for otherwise he could not have gone on. 
land to build the sheds for his people, which are still remain- 
ing. At present its depth in full tide is not sufficient to admit 
the smallest craft, and at ebb it lesives the bottom of die river 
dry for the space of thiree versts. 
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Misty and stot-ftiy weather prevented us from making any great 
progressfor three days. On tlje fourtli we ilescried the ocean, 
covered with iiniiicnse sliects of ice, that, at a distance, ap- 
peared to be one compact niu~'<a ; but ^i ere, as we discovered on 
a. nearer liew, driven together towards the shore by a north-east 
wind and ttie tide. We endeavoured to penetrate betwixt ihf: 
ice and thp shore, hut were compelled, towards evening, to give 
up tile attempt, and seek :i shelter under the projei:tiiig rocks of 
a little river flowing from the mountains. The shore extended 
by an ascent of four fathoms above the stirface of the water to 
the rock of Bariino(\-. It was covered with moas and aea-weeds, 
having here and ther(> a scattered dower, willow, or shrub, tlutt 
was almost too small to be distinguishable. I'he summits of 
the mountains, and even the declivities of the rocks below, were 
incrusted with congeultd snow. During the three days spent 
here, we discovered four bears and a whole herd of reindeer. 

The wind changing on die fourlh day, aud driving tlie ice more 
directly towaids us, we were compelled to weigh anchor, and, 
V'ith infinite dtlficully as well as danger, to force our way close by 
the pendant rock. We succeeded vcrv^ soon in flnding a retreat 
near the opening of a mountain, from whicli issued a spring of 
pure water. Here we caught a vast tjnantity of herrings in nets, 
and saw some aea'Catves, 

From different observations we fixed the latitude of this place 
fit (jg° Sg', although all maps have hitherto assigned to the shore 
of tha Frozen Ocean a position two degrees marc tiortherly. 

CHAP. V. 

FRUITLESS ATTEMPTS TO I'INU A PASSAGE TO TtlE 

NORTH AND EAST, ANCIIORAUE OFF THE ISLAND OF 

BARANOW REINDEER — WILD GEESE CIIACE THEIR 

PRESERVATION. — THE INHABITANTS OF THIS PART 

REMARKS ON TIIF. FROZEN OCEAN. — RETUKN TO 
SREDNE-KOLYMSK. 
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"N the first of July we we^hed anchor, and made two trials 
to proceed, fust in a nortlicrly, and afterwards in an easterly, 
direction J but the mist and the ice were eadi time unfavourable 
to our designs. My little bark was frequently in danger of being 
shattered to pieces by tlte masijcs of ice which were driving around 
us with impetuosity, and at lengtli our safety obliged us to retreat 
towards the shore of die rock of Baranow. 

During oiv stay here we sent our steersman up' the nek to 
take a snrvcy of uic ocean. He brought 1% tW wXet&ysss^e.- 
[hat he bad observed, from t>ie wrnmA w^ 'ias.V'il'W -Masiy 
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but one sheet of ice, which extended as fiir as his eye could rcadi 
to the east. We were satisfied^ by this information^ of the im- 
possibility of taking an easterly direction, but desirous of ob- 
taining ocular demonstration, the commander, doctor, and my- 
self, set off for the same route. On our passage over the smalier 
mountains we met witli several reindeer, which differ from Ae 
rest of their species by never leaving the sea-side winter or sum- 
mer. They never associate with the others, whose tracks were 
likewise every where discernible. The lakes of tliese parts 
abound with wild geese of a large species, and a gre^ colour, 
called gumaniken: it being their season for moulting, they 
could not easily escape our pursuit. The Kosaks here catch 
them with great facility, by driving them in vast flocks to the 
most distant shallow spots they can find, where tliey knock them 
down with clubs, and throw them into pits dug for the ]Mirpose. 
Here they lie for years without suffering the slightest change : 
for the earth with which the geese are covered, does not tliaw 
even in summer to the depth of above half a yard. By tfiis 
means, human bodies are kept in a higher state of preservation 
than by the method of embalming ; for not only the component 
parts of the frame^ but the very clothing will thus remam un- 
impaired. 

From the summit of the rock we also beheld the whole 
sea to the east covered with nothii^ but ice. The shore^ which 
bounds this glassy surface is not much elevated, but its ex- 
tremity appeared to be a mountainous head of land, about 50 
versts distance, which I take to be what is designated on Scfaa- 
laurow's map by the appellation of Keschtschennoi (sandy), that 
terminates at the bay, where he looked for the river Tschaun. 
It is possible for this to be the dwelling-place of the well-known 
Tschukotian, prince Kopai, from M'hom the Kosak Wiligin re- 
ceived the first jassak in the year 1723*. 

On my return from the rock, I found an old wooden cross 
lying on the ground, with its underside perfectly decayed. The 
inscription, if there ever had been one, was now entirely e^bced. 
From its apparent age, I should date the erection of it as fiu* 
back as the year 1640, when diis place was visited in cotschen 
(baizes). I saw another old cross by the summer encampment on 
the Omelon, on which the date of the year 1? 18 was still visible. 
The inhabitants of that part directed my attention to some holes 
supposed to have been pierced by the arrows of the Tschuk- 
schens, who sometimes used to attack the Russian establish-* 
ments. 

On the 17th we made another effort to put to sea, but had 



* This JMBuk is an impost in kind,* conM«tm^ too^-^ qK lw«, ^\mk^ 
cryjrcar demanded of die iributiuy naUowa vu ^\jex'»* 
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not proceeded 50 versts before an indescribably thick mist im- 
peded our advance, and the ice perpetually accumulating^ so as 
to heighten our danger every moment, we came to the unaiu« 
mous resolution of returning to the Kolyma, and directed our 
course round the rock of Baranow. This rock is formed bv many 
contiguous mountains projecting with a cape into the sea, which 
deiicribes a semicircle. On its summit there are many stone 
pillars, some resembling the rubbish of a ruined fortress, others 
bearing the appearance of remains of buildings falling to decay, 
and of the images of men. While lying at anchor, we could 
distinguish on one of the lower mountains a pillar of this de« 
scription, which seemed to represent two women in conversa* 
tion, and holding a child between them. These pillars are ia 
fiict nothing but solid stone, from which the external incrustation 
of marl has fallen off. Besides a number of sturgeon and sea- 
calves, we saw a whale here, an incontrovertible proof, that 
the Frozen Ocean has some connection with another sea to the 
north or the east. 

In the afternoon of the 22d we waited at anchor for the 
Pallas, in a little nook of the shore on the nortli side of the rock, 
where two projecting cliffs sheltered us against the winds and 
floatii^ masses of ice. 

The shore in the middle of this nook, which is steep and sandy, 
is enclosed on both sides by lofty mountains, from wliich issue 
many springs of pure water. Although this little vale afforded 
nothing more i^markable tlian a weed, with some unusually 
beautiful blossoms, yet the prospect of vegetable nature, even 
in lier humblest attire, was truly gratifying to us, after having 
witnessed nothing but dreary objects for such a length of time. 
- At the brink of one spring, 1 discovered, at no great distance 
from each other, two subterraneous jurts in a ruinous state. On 
turning over the earth, they appeared to be round, and about three 
yards in circumference. In the interior we found the bones of 
reindeer and sea-calves, as also several earthen potsherds^ and 
two stone knives with three ec^es, one of which was crooked 
and sharp, the other two straight and blunt. One of these 
knives I gave U> the captain, and the other to the doctor. The 
Kosaks of Kolymsk mformed us, that the former inhabitants 
of this place, who must have been unquestionably Tschukschians, 
called themselves Schalags, and on the settlement of the Rus« 
sian6 here, moved fiarther to the west, and took up their resi- 
dence near the northern cape, from tliat time denominated Scha^ 
li^an. 

Of the wood, which is driven in great quantities to this shoi^e, 
we raised a cross, and specified on it the day and year of its 
erection. Duriiy th^ time of our \fiv% aX «(»\iOt'W\^) ^doifeSs^ 

1L^ 
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porpetuiilly drifud toward:^ the cart. TLlic tide along the shore 
rli:mt?(d evfry day, or every otIuT day, and tlie water sometimel 
g:ained the hrij»ht of a foot, but iicvur exceeded it^ and even 
that occurred willioiit any rei^ularity; which circumstance has 
given rise to the suggestion, that this sea cannot 1)6 of great ex- 
tent, l)ping bounded at no great distance by land to the north, 
and connected by a straight to the Northern Ocean, ft is other- 
^vise not easy to account for this deviation from the universal 
law of naturi^ with regard to great seas. 

The opinion that the continent lay in a northerly direction, 
was confirmed by a high south wind, on the £Cd of June, which 
continued with the greatest violeiK-e for 48 hours. Had there 
then been no hinderauce, the ice must have been necessarily 
driven very far towards the north : instead of which, we found 
the sea next morning quite covered. Captain Schmalcw also 
informed me, that the Tschukschians had 8]>oken to him of a 
continent towards that point, not very distant from the Sclia- 
lugian promontory, which wa-s inhabited ; and at the same time 
they observed, that the Schlagian Tschukschians used in winter 
to cross over to that place in a day. 

'^The wind becoming favourable on the fiSth of July, we 
weighed anchor, and bore away, with a gentle breeze, to the 
mouth of the Kolyma, and from thence to Nishne-Kolymsk, 
where we landed in safety ; and thus terminated oujr excursion in 
the Frozen Ocean, which was no less fatiguing than dangerous. 

From the foregoing it is manifest, that any faitlier trial to cross 
the Frozen Ocean w(»uld have been fruitless. Mr. BiUings 
therefore assembled the officers to consult on the easiest and 
least dan^rous method of encompassing, either by land or sea, 
the Ichalagian and, Tschukotian promontory. The way by the 
mouth of the Kolyma had already been proved by experience 
to be blocked up by the immense masses of ice. For although 
the sea has been found by preceding navigators to be sometimes 
clear, yet none of these enterprising mariners have succeeded in 
opening the passage to the Eastern Ocean, except Deshnew, a 
single Kosak^ who made the experiment in l(i48^ in a barge. 
Groat doubts, however, are entertained of his veracity, and it 
is strongly suspected, that Deshnew collected most of his in- 
formation respecting those shores from the Tschukschians, and 
suppiif^d the rest by his own invention. 

I>ut granting the truth of Deshnew's narrations, it only evinces 
that Nature may once hi a hundred years deviate from her esta- 
blislied rule. The Kosaks here a.(;sured us, that such «iiMi»i»«fi« 
of ice are always in ihe sea as to prevent any one froi 
out of the river, and they considered this summer at 
'a]Jj' hvourabh for such an cutervra^* TiuV^* 



Sli^GULAB A£RIAL HATTLft. 57 

i^ Ac trilling 'mirmth of this fJiimmer, and the faint influence of 

■ the sun's rays through the impenetrable mists^ we may fairly 
9 conclude^ that not half the ice is thawed in sumnieri which is 

■ formed in winter; not to raetition, that the sea is the common 

■ reservoir for the ice of the surrounding riveis. From whence 
i it follows, that the difference in the quantity of ice is not so much 
r ' to be ascribed to any variations of the summer heat, as to the 

direction of the winds for impeding or assisting its passage out 
of the ocean. 

One measure we had still in reserve, namely, that of going 
round the abovementioned cape in sledges^; but this was rejected 
as impracticable, from the circumstance of not being able to 
supply the dogs with piovisions for above 1200 versts. At length 
we came to the resolution of giving up all farther thoughts on 
the matter until after our intended examination of the Eastern 
Ocean. For which purpose, Solnik Kobelewi and the interpret- 
er Daurkin, ^vere ordered to go to Inshiginsk, and fi'om thence 
to accompany the Tschukschians, who frequent that place eveiy 
year for tlie purposes of trade, to Tsukotskoi-nos, in order to 
apprise the various inhabitants of our arrival, and wait for as 
ill Behring's straights. The cold in this climate now commenc- 
ing, we friund it prudent to lose no time in making arrangements 
for our departure to Sredne-Kolymsk by water. Our vessels 
feeing accordingly unrigged, and consigned to the care of the 
governor, Martianow, the commander, with part of the crew, 
took boats and were rowed up the river, leaving me with the re- 
mainder behind to store the Jassachna with provisions for four 
months. The day after the captain's departure, a barge arrived 
at Nishne^Kolymsk with the necessary stores : this vessel I judg- 
ed would be better for towing along the stioals of the coast than 
the large vessel ; and packing therefore all my baggage in it, divid- 
ed the crew into two parties, which were alternately to relieve 
each other. Thus disposed, we reached Sredne-Kolymsk ia 
twenty days. The only circumstance worthy of note whidi 
occurred in this interval, was an aerial combat betwixt an eagle 
and two hawks, which was both an extraordinary and interesting 
spectacle. The two hawks first took a sweep in the air above 
the eagle; one of them then darted down with the intent of 
commencing the attack, but intimidated by the display of the 
eagle's talons, turned off, and shot past him. The other in the 
mean time seized the moment in which the eagle was off his 
guard to ^ive him a blow so violent that we distinctly heard the 

md of it; which was repeated by the first hawk, before the 

luld place himself in a state of defence. Feeling; his in- 

Against two such powerful enemies, the ea%U ^^^^ 
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from the contest^ aiid descending in haste, was closelj purfiued 
Lv tli(> two hawks until bu liad alighted. 

'Hie roads to Jakutsk being impassable on our arrival at Srcdna- 
Kolyiiisk, we were obliged to wait for the frost, which lets 
in ii) September. On the 18th the Kolyma was covered witb 
iccy and the inhabitants were engaged in their usual occupatioo 
oH catching fish at the different openings tliey had made. 

CriAP. Vf. 



JOURNEY FROM SUEPN K-KOLYM8K TO JAKUT8K* — A 
mammoth's B0N£ FOllNI> ON THE SHORB OF THK 
FROZEN OCBAN. — LUDICROUS INCIDENT WITH THA 

DOCTOR. ARRIVAL AT JAKUTSK, AND DEPARTURE 

FROM TIIENCK FOR THE MAIA — BREAKING UP OF 
THE ICK IN THE RIVER ALDAN. — FLOATING ISLAND 
AND EXTRAORDINARY FLOOD. — RETURN TO JAKUTSK. 

V^ N the 24th a part of the expedition wan dispatched- under 
tlic direction of Mr. Bakow, the master, ^hom I followed oo 
horseback four days after, in company with the doctor^ first 
surgeon, and mechanic. For the first 90 versts to Alaseisk, on 
iiie river Aleseja, we had to pnss through woody maisby couiH 
tries, and a number of lakes, three of which were not less tbaii 
twenty versts in extent. 

i\!useisk consists of a chapel and two isbens, iiiliabited by a 
merchunt and a citizen, widi their fiiinilics. llie neatness of 
their little dwellings, and the hospitable reception we experienced 
from them both, were matter of surprise and gratification for 
us. We had not been prepared for meeting happiness, content, 
«i)d good humour in this rugged and barren clime. But nature lias 
amply supplied their want of com, by fish, game, and cattle. 
Tiie lakes abound with geese, ducks, and other species of wild 
Ibwl ill summer, and in winter their habitations are encompassed 
iby immense flocks of woodcocks. Hie fish of this part are 
reckoned of superior quality, and the tchirens from the lake, 
are sent to all fortresses on the Kolyma, on account of their 
.jfuality for keeping. 

The river Alaseja flows very close by this hamlet, and falls 
inmiediately into the Frozen Ocean. The inhabitants informed 
ns, that about a hundred versts distance from hence, the river 
had waslicd aganist its sandy bank tlie skeleton of a great ani- 
mal, of Mhich only one half was visible. It was apparentlj 
aboixl the height of an elephant, in an upright direction, and 
in an entire state, still retaining its skin^ and in some places, its 
iair. -Mr. Merk liad a strong desue to see \^\\^ cve^vvxx^, \sn^ 
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VTBs prevent<»d from gratifying his wish by a heavy fall of snow 
J that had just taken place, combined widi the immense circuit 
j it wonld have occasioned in our journey. Ilie circumstance of 
a whole animal having been found on the coast of the Frozen 
Ocean, was a great curiosity, as we had hitherto never heard 
of any thing more than single bones and tusks, M'hicli are fre- 
quently collected, and form a branch of commerce f(»r a com- 
pany of Russian merchants, who call them by the name of 
mammons knockeu (mammoth bones). They are found in the 
greatest quantities on the Laccherighi Islands in the Frozen Ocean, 
opposite to the mouth of the river Jana. A natural question 
here arises, which is entitled to consideration. How could 
these animals have inhabited a dreary climate, so ill suited (o 
them, where the cold is intense? — Some are of opuiion, 
that they are not natives of this place, havuig been brought 
hither from warmer countries in early ages for military purposes; 
others conjecture, that they were transported hither in the uni- 
-versal deluge : but both suppositions appear to me untenable. 
Such marshy, mifruitful, and mountainous countries as these are, 
could never have been witness to any warfare in which elephants 
or the like unwieldy animals were used ; since the horses here, 
which are inured to every species of fatigue, are frequently un- 
equal to the task of travelling in these imeven and slippery tracks. 
Nor is it more probable, that any deluge (particularly at tlie very 
remote period c£ the universal deluge), could have carried ani- 
mals with it to the distance of 6000 versts, which now separate^ 
this country from a warmer climate. For my own part, I am 
rather inclined to attribute this phenomenon to some extraordi- 
nary chan^ in the globe, and suppose, that the elements in this 
Suarter of the world were once more congenial to those animals 
lan at present; and with this suggestion Ishall leave the matter 
to the decision of the naturalist. 

The road as far as Saschiwersk led us through a succession 
of woods, marshes, and lakes ; two of which latter were nearly 
thirty versts in circumference. These lakes are in general all 
connected together by brooks and rivulets which run iuto the 
Alaseja. 

On the 10th of October, the cold became severe in the ex- 
treme, insomuch, that an old man in our company of above sixty, 
master of our baidars, who had not our youth and vigour of 
constitution, to shield him from the inclemency of the weather, 
simk into despair, and resolved on meetinp; hi« fate in the woods. 
With the utmost difficulty 1 persuaded him to go on a little way 
farther, promising to leave him behind at the next h«l\\\aXN»<Qk.H^^ 
gnme to We very fortunately reiidiD^ Vwo V^^vi^k ^^ vw^-ix. ^\>w 
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at the mouth of tlie river Ujandinay inhabited by two cltueiu^ 
vhh whom 1 left our old man, to his no small satisfaction. 

Ilie town of SaMrhiwersky lying on the right bank of the la- 
digorka, is newly erected, having formerly been nothing more than 
a conimissuriat. Kvery diing therefore at present is in its infancy; 
but it has alrtady its court of judicature and the necessary ap* 
piirtcnaucrs. It consists of a church, and thirty wooden bousq. 
The marshy hilly country in which it is situated, the barrenness 
of the soil, and the want of every necessary, render it a gloomy 
residence ; and when to this is added the exorbitant price of pro- 
visions, it becomes insupportable. Whatever is not procured 
from Jakutsk at the proper season, is not to be had for money. 

We continued Uiree days at Saschiwersk, and were entertained 
by the counsellor Sampsonow, bailiff of the town^ and by ju^ 
Banner, with so much cordiality and kindness, that I shouU 
charge myself with ingratitude were I to pass it over in silence. 
Tliey furnished us likewise with proviuons by the M^ay, which 
ive could not have procured at any rate without tlieir aid^ a favour 
not to be estimated by any pecuniary calculation. 

Mr. Banner informed us, that on a mountain situated opposite 
to the town on the other side the river, tiiere were fine crystak. 
At the desire of Mr. Merk, therefore, we repaired thither, but 
found only some small ones^ owing probably to the quantity of 
snow that had fallen. He shewed us, however, a remarkable 
breach in the declivity of this steep mountain. Immediately 
after our return from dience, Mr. Billings made his appearance 
at Saschiwersk^ which retarded our departure for another day. 

We set off on the 22d of October, and for die first days 
were continually crossii^ tlie brooks which run into the Ijidigerk% 
or passing over hilly countries covered with small hurch-treea. 
On the 6 th day, at the distance of 120 vcrsts from the town, 
we got among lofty open mountains, running in a chain froni 
aoudi-east to north-west, and separating the rivers that fall into 
the Indigerka from those that flow into the Jana. 

We now followed tlie course of the river Russl^aja Rossocfaa^ 
upwards, which intersects these lofty mountaii\s, and is bordered 
on both sides by steep crags that have tlie appearance of walls-r- 
a majestic spectacle! the banks of the river ^e^ming to be one 
perpetual street of lofty buildings. 

The passage along this river is, however, never perfectly safe^ 
In winter, violent storms or whirlwinds sometimes bury the tra- 
vellers in snow; and in summer they are ia danger of being 
drowned by a sudden swell of the water. These mountains aoe 
inhabited by foxes and wild sheep in abundance. One which 
we had the good fortune to kill, afforded us nv^vv^ pleasant. n^^s^: 
jts Stsb was j3ccidiarly tender and dvi\ic\o\3i», oV ^vW&x ^VM:i$ 
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to ul. Twenty-five versts farther carried ub beyond these moun- 
laiiis, over a rivulet to die tolerably large river Dogdo, down 
whicji we proceeded for four versts, almost lo its junction with 
another river, from whence it derives the oame of Tostach, and 
soon after falU into the Jaiin. Our road dow led us along the 
Jaaa its<>lf. 

On tile 30ih we spent the first night, since our departure from 
the to^vn, in a warm Jakiitish jurt, after having passed eight 
very cold nights in tlie wood. Captain Billings overtook us this 
night. 

On the 3d of November we stopped at the j«rts of Barizlech, 
tiie last dwelling-place on our road, from whence we had to 
travel 400 versts as far as the river Aldan, on the same horses, 
through uninhabited tracks. We of course took fresh horses 
here. 

Such a distant journey in weather that threatened to be daily more 
severe, was no pleasant reflection. The prospect of what we 
had still to endure, with which our former sufferings bore no 
comparison, inspired the most courageous of us with a species 
of fear. We proceeded towards the source of the Jana betwixt 
open mouutainsj where the cold received a double edge, from 
Ihe strong and piercing current of wind which they occasioned. 
Our treble clothing of skins was of little avail against the cutting 
air, which seemed to congeal one's whole mass of blood. We 
were every half hour obliged (o alight, and relax our stiffened 
limbs by walking. Our faces were perfectly disfigured by the 
cold, and- we should probably have lost our noses and cheeks, 
k* we had not hit upon the idea of making ourselves masks of 
bog, which were very serviceable, but at the same time no leas 
inconvenient; for tliey stiffened add chafed us very seriously. 
Our breath was likewise instantly turned to ice, from the con- 
finement, fn this half ludicrous and half terrible dii^gulse, we 
had more the appearance of scarecrows, tlian of human beings. 

We chose the most shady places possible for our Nocturnal 
stay, not forgetting, however, fodder for the horses, and dry 
wood for fuel. Our fire served both for warming us, and dress- 
ii^ our food. We never changed our clothes, and after supper^ 
which was our principal meal in the day, we laid ourselves down 
in the cavities of snow. Happily for us all, not one of Ihe par- 
ty was assailed by illness ; for in that dreadful extremity, death 
tnust have been the inevitable consequence. 

In ten days we ariived at llie source of the river Jana, and at 
an unusually lofty, open mountain, called the Wercho-Janisk, or 
Upper Janish, from whence the rivers issue that run into the 
Frozen Oceau and the Aldan, The ascent of ihis mountuia woft 
BHi cb more gradual tbui Ub d eacaolti NiVaAv s 
' syrscwBH'.] 
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tIcw a hidiHMif^l y i^teep preci|M<!e that nmde us giddy, and obI^;ed 
as to ci-awl on utir hands and feet whicn we could not take ni 
cblirjiic direction. 

l^roceedhi^ ulon^ the river Tukulan, betwixt lofty mountunSy 
we soon vere rhearcd with the 8i;2;ht of poplars and larches. A 
fi;M vcists laribtT the scene was still more agreeably diversified 
bv the evergreen of pines and firs^ a rarity in nature which we 
had not enjoved since our departure from Jakutsk; for neither 
of ihcHe trees is to be found from the Wercho-Janiih chain of 
mountains to an innnen&e extent northward, and from Jakutik 
to Ochol.sk eastward. 

On the ]9tli of November we reached the river Aldan^ and 
the first JakutLsh jurts. On our entrance, a ludicrous scene mh 
wied, which was not so perfectly agreeable to the poor doctorj 
who felt himself violently assailed in the face, without being 
able to discover through his mask the cpiarter from whence he 
received tlie assault. From the shrieks, he doubtless conjee* 
tured it to be a female, as it in reality was, who, in a species of 
frenzy, had flown at the doctor to tear off his nuisk. After we 
bad forcibly released him from her rude embrace, she conti* 
luied screaming until she fell exhausted and senseless to the 
ground. The Jakuts regard such fita as a species of disorder 
attributable to terror, to which dieir Women, particularly those 
in years, are very much subject. The patients in this case^ have 
the name of miratschkens. Miserable as our jurt was we en* 
joyed a night of sweet repose; under other curcumstanceSj the 
8tem*h alone from the cattle would have rendered this place hi* 
supportable, but now a warm shelter compensated for tfie want 
#f evcrv other convenience. 

'Vhe distance from hence to Jakutsk was J 60 versts; a com* 

Caratively agreeable journey for us, with a constant change of 
orsos, and succession of villages. We accordingly reached our 
point of destination on the 24lh, and experi€nced that heartfelt 
•^satisfaction at the termination of our toilsome and painful jour- 
ney, A\hich is conceivable by mme who have not endured simUar 
falisjues. 

Mr. BillinjTM had arrived there some days earlier, and Mr» 
Behring had been occupied, during the summer, with dispatch- 
itig the materials lor Ochotsk. Uliey had prepared us warm 
rooms, which were altogether commodious, though without any 
eli»gauce. The reception we met with from the inhabitants^ and 
the commander Marklowski, contributed no less to render our 
stay m this city perfectly agreeable. 

There was at thiij time in Jakutsk, an English travell^* '*^ *'i^ 
name of Ledyard, whose eccentric conduct excited 
r tttteDtion, He was known to 'M.t. IKiWai^^i iv 
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been with hkn iu the capacity of n corpora! iii Giptain Cook's 
last voyage; after which he is $aitl to have b^en a colonel hi the 
army of the United States during the war. He had forooed the 
design of goiof roiuid the world in the Ute.ral sense of the word» 
and for that purpose went to Peterstnirg, in order to bcj^in witJi 
Russia ; md oti reaching the eastern boundaries of Asia, to wait 
for some ves$el in which he might pus8 over to tlie English set- 
tlements. Tlie absurdity of this enterprize is sufficiently maui» 
festy from the circumstance of his intending to travel tlirough a 
civilized country, without money or letters of rccou^meudation ; 
and afterwards to cross those i>ouudIes6 tracks on foot, thinly 
clad in winter, through which we had laboured with infinite dif-- 
ficulty on horseback, and in the warmest clothing. Where 
wottld he have found an opportunity of being comeyed over the. 
water to the place of his destination ? and supposing that he 
could have ingratiated himsdf M'itb the savages, yet what end- 
less mountains and deserts lie between Russia and the single 
inhabited coast iu those regions ! He \\*as relieved f rooi the ne- 
CQHsity of walking as far as Jakutsk, by the civility of the 
Russian travellers, whom he met on the road, who carried him 
from place to place without any recompence. Here he met 
with still greater kindness, being admitted to the bouse at|d table 
of the commander, and receiving as a present from \nm ^ warm 
dress, more fitted for the cold season, which had comaienc^<| : 
and yet, the only return which Mr. Ledyard made for this ex- 
traordinary hospitality, was to calumniate and abuse every one; 
and finally challenge his benefactor for remonstrati^lg with him 
CD the impFopriety of his behaviour. The arrival of M|\ fil- 
lings, at this moment, prevented any farther serious consequences 
from this affair, by his taking this man- with him to Irkutsk on 
ills departure for tnat place. The commander wrote a letter of 
accusation against him to the governor-general* ia consequence 
of which he was taken into custody on his arrival at Irkutsk^ 
and sem from thence to St. Petersburg^ on the chirgp of dis* 
orderly conduct. 

Jn Mr. Billings's absence I was eommisaioned tQ set off tp the 
mouth of the river Maia^ for the purpose of baildir^ there ^0 
canoes, 1 therefore first dispatched tne steersman vfiik ^m^ of 
Ihe people, and followed Iii«n .33 soon as I had collected the 
l^uilding materials. After cr^tssing the X^ena, we passed through 
woods, meadows, and lakes, in the course of which we occa- 
sionally met with scattered jjurts: these w.ere, however, quickly 
succeeded by hare mountainous countries. 

On the fourth day of our journey, about ]02 versts distaO€ii& 
from Jakutsk, we came to the slobode Amginsk, whiph was re-* 
iparkable for having been formerly tlie «ie:4X oi ^<^^<^«^^s£dtai&2^^ 

1 ^ 
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or bailiwick of Aldan. Tlie buildings of this slobode connrt of 
a churchy and 20 farm-houses^ belonging to Russian Bettlera Ai 
winter grain does not thrive here; the peasants only sow summer 
com> which answers Tery well. A tscnetwericky or 360 pounds 
of barley y formerly cost only eight kopecks; but the n^lected 
state of agriculture at present, has more than trebled diis price. 
The peasants, allured b^ the easy lives of the Jakuts, attend to 
the breeding of cattle, m preference to the culture of com; and 
attach themselves daily more and more to their barbarous neigh- 
bours^ wh38e manners and even language they have adopted. 
Four versts from this slobode^ is a village of 15 jurts, inhabited 
by Russian peasants, who have laid aside dieir native languid 
entirely, rive versts.from the slobode, we crossed the Amga, 
flowing from the mountains on the right side, which it had 
washed away, and converted into huge precipices. On the left, 
were spacious fields, interspersed with little woods, or almost 
imperceptible ascents. 

From the Amga, the road led by a little brook upwards, be- 
twixt the mountains, on the plains of which we proceeded 15 
versts to the river Notora, wnich, winding through a succes^on 
of fields, groves^ marshes^ and lakes, is finally lost in the Al** 
iian. Descending by this river, to the distance of 28 versts^ we 
turned off to the right, and proceeded by an insignificant diaip 
of mountains, up to the source of the river Mukua, which faUs 
through a number of lakes and marshes into the Aldan. We 
pursued the course of this river downwards, which ran betwist 
mountains that gradually diminished as they approached the Al- 
dan, until thf^y terminated in simple rising ground. Tlie moiin* 
tains were all covered with larches. 

On the 28th I reached the haven of Elssmaia, where magazines 
and two barracks had been erected in the former expedition of 
commodore Behring. They stand on the left bank of the Aldan, 
opposite to the mouth of die river Maia^ that flows into the 
fofmer on the other side. 

The distance from Jakutsk to here, is reckoned to be 360 
versts. The northern latitude of this place, according to my 
observation, is 60® 17', and the declination of the c*>mpass, ^^ 
westward.. Agreeably to my instructions, 1 begun immediately 
to collect wood for our canoes, and found a suiBScient quantity 
of good materials on the banks of the Aldan. I preferredj 
however, the-firs to the larches, on every ground. 

The water commenced to rise on the 1st of May, and was 
1 1 feet on the 9th, yrhen the ice op the river Maia broke, and 
occasioned also a fracture in that of the Aldan, towards th^ 
lower part. 

"Piis swell increasing on the ISth to ^elv^ feet) the vshol^ of 
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tfie Aldau was released from its confinement. The ice drifted 
u itb extraordinary impetuosity^ and in immense quantities, for 
three days; and in this universal agitation of ice and water, we 
perceived a floating island^ about 70 fathoms in circumference, 
bearing with it a quantity of little birch shrubs, larch under* 
M'ood, and cut wood; a considerable number of little birds, 
hopping from tree to tree, increased the singularity of the scene. 
As this island passed very near our shore, we could distinguish 
very clearly that it consisted of turf, and probably of a fen torn 
away by the water, which, in its present congealed state, had no 
effect in dissolving it. 

The rise of the water continued till the 17 th, and concealed 
every thing for an immense distance from the eye, that was not 
above SB feet in height. For seventy versts up the Aldan, bj 
the way to Udskoi, the inundation was dreadful in the ex* 
treme, as we learned from a man who had been to Udskoi, for 
Captain Fomin. He assured us, that some places, 60 feet high^ 
were buried under water. 

The Jakuts, and all in that road, were material suffisrers by 
this deluge ; more than three hundred pack-horses, with a nam- 
ber of other things, beii^ lost in the water. Captain Fomin^ 
of the navy, who vras just come from Petersburg with a special 
commission, experienced the loss of ail his provisions. 

On the fail of the water, we caught pike and sturgeon of dif* 
ferent kinds with nets; perch and plotwen (Cmrinus idus) with 
the rod. The latter is a very scaly fish, weighing a pound at 
the utmost. Its head and fins are very large; its cirri close by 
its eyes, which have a broad rim round them ; its whole body is 
covered with thick scales; its back round and dark green, but 
the sides and belly silver-coloured. Its pectoral, dorsal, and 
anal fins are dark; its lateral ones purple. It has an extraordi- 
nary quantity of spine, is found in pure sweet waters, and is very 
prolific and cheap. 

On the 28th of May, the canoes being finished, Mr. Fomia 
proceeded up the Maia with two of them. A week after. 
Captain Behrii^ came with his people to me, and taking the rest 
of the canoes, went up the river, in order to amvey to Ju- 
domskoi-Krest the baggage which had been left the preceding 
year on the bank of the Judoma. Having consigned the crew, 
hitherto under my orders, to Mr. Behring, I returned to Ja. 
kutsk, in order to observe the state of tlie roads. I foUnd them 
totally ruined by the rain and floods; and all the bridges 
which had been erected over tin* smaller rivers carried away. 

I arrived on the Wth of June at Jokutsk, three days later 
Aan our commander. I informed him of tlio state of the roads^ 
wmI poifited oiil (o him t^ rvj^ixt ^UWV V ^^^tt«Mi\H^ xitf^^^Mwr^. 
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As our baggage was already at Jakutsk> we hastened to send Ae 
order of the magistnite to the Jakutish Knaaks on the Amga^ to 
have the roads mended without delav. 

CHAP. Vl[. 

TRAXSPOKT OF TJIE BAQGAOB TO JUHOMSKOI^KBEST.;^ 
DIFFICULTIES ON THE PASSAGE.-— El VfiR^TUNGUSlANS. 
— GLUTTONY OF THE JAKUTS.— ARKIY AL AT OCHOTSK; 

X HE conveyance of the baggage to Judooiskoi-krest bemg 
eonfided to one, I proceeded on the 14th of Jidy to UsBiaiasb 
Pristapy where I found a vast quantity of stores^ whkh had been 
transported upon telegas, or four-Wbcelcd carrii^es^ drawn by 
oxen. The next day I disposed all the lu^^^age in 17 canoes, 
and attended them in}3elf down the river, hmk canoe held 70 
poods^ and the whole burthen^ of which our nnh—nrr and an* 
chors formed the principal part, amounted to 1300 poods. Each 
canoe drew three feet of water, and (the whole was dragged 
along by IdO men, who were principidly Jakuts, hired for ibe 
jpurpose. 

We set off at midnight from the above-4BentioBed place, and 
crossing the Aldan, came to the mouth of «be Maia, which is 
300 fathoms broad, and nine feet deep in the middle. But we 
aoon found places where the river m Us whole breadth is not 
nbove five feet deep. The water was tinea likewise two fooi 
li^her than ordinary. 

At first the stream was so gentle as to adaait of our rowii^ 
but the tide gradually gained etreiigjth as we went on fiarther^ 
Both sides were covered with mnidl laroh-trecs, and occanonally 
with shrubs of diffiBrent kinds. Hie right bank is ao low, as to be 
continually overflowed; but the left bank isio some parts 20, in 
others 60 and 80 toises high. It is also very rocky in maof 
places. Farther on, the mountains of the left bank gradually de'-. 
cline so low as to leave 4fae shore tttider water ; while 4M1 lh# 
other hand, the right aide begins to rise, mA is continued by n 
rocky declivity for some distance. 

Here we found some River-Tun^Aisianfi, s<» called from their 
having no reindeer, and paddling inoessaardy about the liver in 
their birch cauocn, which serve at the saise time (or ibeir habi^ 
tations. These canoes are very small, and much in use among 
the JaJ\Ut8, in lakes and rivers. They are composed of twigs, 
plaited round lor^ poies^ \iihich ansvi'er tlbe ^mrpose of ribs, and 
ane altogether covend with the bark of ibe birch tree. The ca- 
vitiaaaanlillediiiPiialha«oiti^ cement, whkb the Jakuts eK- 

MBL Tbeae peofle^p who live wUrely qn 
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' fisfc, are dcmminatcd Timgusians, but are in reality of Jakutish 
' extractkm, and very rarely speak Tungtisian. I took one of 
t^em as my guide, to tell me the names of every river, cliJBT, or 
island we might pass. 

After we had gone 36 versts, on our way to the Judoma, the 
left shore began ugaiii to be mt)ttntainous, and we found by the 
river ilschikit, a rocky declivity called Elslank, about 60 toises 
iti height; ^'here we discovered for the lirst time lofty firs among 
the larch trees* 

Oo the 9th day of our journey, we turned to die left from the 
river Maia up the Judoma, the breadth of which was 150 fa* 
thorns at the mouth. At a short distance from hence, it is only 
three feet deep, and has a very gravelly bottom. The stream is 
at the same time so strong, tliat thirty men could not tow a 
sii^le canoe along, without the greatest difficulty. Such places 
in rivers have the name of Sche^vera. 

We were obliged to stop about a verst and a half from the 
mouth of the river, to repair a canoe which had struck upon a 
stone. We kept close to the riglit shore, which was very long, 
and -covered with all sorts of bushes, among which we found 
the currant and white vine ; the latter beautiful shrub has the 
name of dikuschac in Siberia. The opposite shore had a large 
rock in one place, called Sourdschag. 

Tw^enty-four versts farther, we had to drag up a schewera with 
still greater difficulty. Tlie tow to one of the canoes breaking, 
and unfortunately just above the place where the girdle of a Ja« 
kut was tied, he was thrown by a jerk into the water, out of 
the reach of all assistance. 

We experienced the inconvenience of shallow water for some 
time after, and as soon as this evil was removed, it was suc- 
ceeded by one equally serious, namely> the sickness of our men. 
The greater part of our labourers had such bad feet, that 1 al- 
most despaired of reaching Judomskoi-^krest this summer. Their 
disorder consisted in a swelling of the toes and heels, and a 
chapping of the hands. A regular application of tar and grease 
was fpund to be of immediate efficacy* The principal cause of 
this evil, was the sharpness of the w^ter in the Judoma, in which 
the men were obliged to be continually wading. I observed, 
however, that the Kosaks were not so seriously affected in this 
viray, as the Jakuts, and particularly those who had' consumed 
their portion of fat and butter, and were now confined to their 
burduck. 

This failure in the stock of their provisions originated with 
the intemperance of the Jakuts, who seized every opportunity 
that offered for devouring their allowance as long as it lasted^ 
We ViQ foouer itopped to rest, or sp^u^^xi^^ ^^si^^ss«^\«^. 
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tlieir kettle on the fire, and did not leave it until we pursued oar 
journey, lliey spent the intervals of rest in eating; and prac" 
tised petty thefts on each other^ when their own stock was ex^ 
hausted. Thus they passed the whole night without aleepj and 
were drowsy throughout the next day. 

It tnight naturally be expected, for such extraordinaiy voracitj 
to be attended with ill consequences ; and yet this was by no 
means die case. What they made a practice of devouiiiy at 
one meal^ would Iiave killed almost any other person ; but oa 
them it had no visible effect. Their stomachs seemed to be of 
tlie ostrich kind, well fitted for the task of perpetual digestion. 

One of our men had an allon^'ance of four poods of butter and At, 
(above 100 English pounds) and two poods of rye-flour, an ample 
provision for tlie heartiest labourer ; and yet a fortnight had not 
elapsed, before he began to complain of having nothing to eat 
I could not credit what he said^ until the other Jakuts informed 
me, to my infiuite astonishment, that this man occasionally con- 
sumed at home, in the space of 24 hours, the hind-quarter of a 
large ox, and half a pood of fat, with a proportionate quantity 
of melted butter for his drink. But the appearance of the man 
did not bear tlicm out in their assertions; for be was small of 
stature, and very meagre. Having therefore a mind to make the 
trial of his gormandizing powers, 1 had a thick porridge of rice 
boiled with three pounds of butter, weighing together £8 pounds. 
Although the glutton had already breakfeisted, yet he sat 
down with great eagerness, and, to my perfect amazement, con- 
sumed the whole without stirring from the spot. Tlie extension 
of his stomach betrayed indeed a more than ordinary fullness, 
but otlierwise, he discovered not the slightest symptom of having 
been injured or molested by it; and would in fact have been pre- 
pared for the renewal of his gluttony the next day. I advised 
our cormorant, however, to practise a little forbearance in fu* 
ture, and portion out the allowance given him for the time ap* 
pointed. Idle now abstained from making himself any more 
porridge, and mixing his flour alone with cold water, ate it in 
that raw state, that he might be tlie sooner satisfied. 

The banks of the river continued, as before, to be partly so 
low as to admit the water over them, and partly moimtainous, 
according as the river itself wound through a high or low country. 
The wood consisted principally of larches, with here and there 
of poplars, aiders, and others. For the distance of 250 versts 
both the banks Mcri; enclosed by, or ran parallel with mountains, 
from whence this track is called Stscheki, (cheeks). On the 
7ih of August the water rose within 24 hours so high as to • 
break its bounds, and by the violence of its stream, brought a 
'^'wotity of wood into the river. I should con<*lttd& fcoin thi» 
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' extraofdinary swell, that there must have been very heavy rains 
" at the source of the river. We were compelled to stay three 
^ days in one place, to wait for the fall of the water. I fi&ed the 
! latitude of this place at 59° 2^\ 

On the 29th of August we were obliged to stem the tide be- 
' low a waterfall, which extended two fathoms, and in which both 
banks were 'filled with pointed projecting stones. It cost us no 
small trout)le to drag our canoes against the stream betwist these 
stones. In the middle of the river, we could see nothing but . 
foaming and dashing waves, instead of stones. Two versts far- 
ther brought us to the proper cascade, which falls perpendicu- 
larly from a height of six feet. It does not extend over the 
whole bed of the river, but only from the right shore to a little 
stony island in the middle. But although there was no waterfall 
on die left side, where we were, yet the stream was so power- 
ful, and the water so shallow, that we were under the necessity 
of lightening our canoes. Beyond this cascade the river was 
clothed with islands, and after running, as it were, in a channel 
betwixt mountains, it was divided into a number of arms. The 
number of scheweras and dry places now increasing, we could 
not tow the canoes any longer, but were obliged to push them 
forward with our hands. To complete our misfortune, the cold 
weather now commenced. The morning frosts chilled the water 
to such a degree, that no one could endure to stand in it for any 
length of time. The people, particularly the Jakuts, grew im- 
patient and rebellious, obstinately refusing to labour any more, ' 
Finding that neither Uireats nor intreaties were of any avail, I was 
obliged to try the power of example. I waded therefore myself 
for 25 versts through the water, and tlms succeeded in bringing 
lis out of this difficulty. 

All these arms are again united at the distance of seven versts' 
from Judomskoi-krest. Here my steersman had the misfortune 
of oversetting one of the canoes in towing round the point of an 
island, by which a part of the lading was lost. 

On the 27th we arrived safe at our journey's end, and unload- 
ing our stores immediately into the magazines, I dismissed the 
labouring Jakuts, that they might return home in the empty ca- 
noes. The latitude of this place, according to my observation, 
was 59° 63'. 

As there were no horses here for conveying our goods, I was 
obliged to leave them in the care of a Kosak, and proceed, with 
the few horses we could get, towards Ochotsk. 

On the Slst of October, we pussed two isbens, and maga- 
zines, called the faehrbaute (ferry-dock) of.Elrak, which were 
erected on the former expedition of Behring ; for here the fer- 
ries and canoes were built that sevvcA lot ciix\^\\\^'^vi'^^'*i>&vik\sE^ 



50 8ARYTSCHEW*8 TRAVELS, 



-N • 



down the river EIrak; which were afterwards transported to 
Ochotsk in larger craft. But now the water in the Eirak was 
much too shallow to admit of any navigation with th^ smallest 
canoes, even when empty. Nor would it ever be practicable 
at any other time than in the spring, when there is an extraor* 
dinary swell of the water. All the rivers in these parts issue 
from the mountains, and are in connection with springs an4 ri- 
vulets that have also the same source, by which they receive ex- 
traordinary supplies of water^ that are with equal rapidity carried 
off through other channels. . , , r . 

Keeping along the right bank of the river Elrak^ we continu- 
ally obseived poplars, birches, and every sort of shrub inter- 
mixed with the larches, which cover its islands and shores. 
The former serve as a haunt for the woodcocks, which feast here, 
in great numbers, on the berries in this season, which render their 
ilesh very delicious. In the spring they lose their fine flavour, 
and contract both a taste and smell from the buds of the larches, 
which is their only nutriment. 

Eighty versts from the ferry-docks, we had to cross tl^e Elrak, 
and tuin off to the left over hills which brought us to the Jakut- 
ish place called Meta, on the Ochota. The remaining part of 
our journey, which was 70 versts, we went in birch canoes down 
the Ochota, with an immensely rapid stream, in six hours. 

Mr. Billings staid but ten days at Ochoskj. from whence he 
returned to Jakutsk. Our luggage^ which had been left at Ju- 
domskoi-krest, was brought here in nartes, drawn by dogs, and 
we spent the remainder of the winter in ship-building. , 

At the commencement of spring, I surveyed the mouths of 
the Ochota and Kuchtui, and sketched a plan of the city Ochotsk, 
the northern latitude of which 1 fixed at 59° 18'. The easterly 
inclination of the compass was 0° 40'. 

CHAP. VIII. 



VOYAGE FROM OCHOTSK TO THE RIVER ULKAN. — DREAD- 
FUL STORM. — THE ISLAND OF NANSEKAN. — THE BAY OF 

ST. THEODOR. — PASSAGE FROM ULKAN TO ALDOMA. 

OBSERVATIONS ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A HAR- 
BOUR ON THK ALDOMA. — ON THE RIVER AMUR. 

RETURN TO OCIIOTSK BY THE ULKAN. 

\.JN t]]€ return of spring I proceeded, agreeably to my com- 
mission, to survey the south-western shore of the Ochota, as far 
as the river Ulkan. My wooden baidar, w^hich was about 25 
feet in lengthy was finished in April, but the ice prevented me 
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from setting out before the 31st of May. The crew consisted 
of ten men, and two subalterns. 

The first day we had both wind and tide against us. The fol* 
lowing day we parsed the river Ulrak, whidh we could not enter 
oh account of the boisterous weather, and rapidity of the stream. 
Not far beyond the Ulrak, two rivers of no remarkable magni- 
tude, namely, the Tschitschikonka and the Chomot, fall into the 
sea. Tliey both take their source from the Urakish mountains, 
at the distance of ^0 versts. 

We were prevented by the storm for two days, from approach- 
ing the shore. On the third we were carried with the stream, to 
the entrance of the united brooks Mariakanka and Andytscha, 
which flow about 40 versts from the adjacent mountains. • Be- 
tween the Mariakanka and the Chomot, is a lake ten versts long 
and one and a half broad, running in a parallel line with the sea. 
Notwithstanding the violence of the stream with which we 
had to contend, we managed to enter the river Ulga the next 
morning, which Ls about 75 fathoms broad. We observed no 
sand-banks' at its entrance, and no shoals where the water was 
. not two feet in depth. On the right side of the river is a bay, 
which extends from thence seven versts close by the sea, and is 
about half a verst broad. The left bank runs near the brook 
^ Elgaii, which occupies nearly ] 50 versts in extent of country, 
and flows also for seven versts close by the sea. It receives the 
addition of several other smaller brooks. 

The river Ulga springs from the same mountain as separates 
the Uikan from the Maia. Two hundred versts from its mouth, 
it has a cataract of such an extraordinary height and steepness, 
' as to prevent any canoe from passitig by it. According to the 
assertion of the Tungusians, this river affords a great quantity of 
timber, at a considerable distance higher up. 

We were detained here a whole day by bad weather, in which 
we had a succession of rain and snow. The surrounding moDn- 
. tains were entirely covered with the latter. 

The shore, from Ochotsk to this place, is remarkably low; 
,but rises at the distance of 15 versts by a chain of mountahis, 
that gradually approach the river as you proceed farther, and 
forni several rocky declivities. In this country we found three 
jurts of Reindeer Tungusians, who were settled here, for the 
purpose of catching bears, which are allured by the sea-weed 
that is thrown up, to frequent this shore in Vast herds. They 
are very quiet, and even afraid of then, who kill them without 
". anyjdifnculty. 

'*' The next day we passed the river Guntschi, which is eleven 
^ .^thorns broad ait its mouth, and has its source in the south- 
western chain of mounUdna. The tN^jo ivsei^, !^^isAsii»aL "sa^ 
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Elba^ flow into it, die one from the right, and the other from 
the left. Among the stupendous crags which extend along Aia 
rivej was one called Ciianandga, which projected at the hri^ 
of 100 fathoms into the water^ and attracted our attention fhnn 
the number of sea-lions wliich were lying on the stones under 
the declivity. Tlie summit of this rock is a haunt for birds of 
various species^ as the tschaika or mew, the urila or Pelaeenm 
irolaceus, ara, aica torda or penguin, toporka or ^Ica arHca, 
8ind the kamenuschka, Jlnas nistrionica, or fenduck. 

Near this promontory we were overtaken by a violent storm, 
which dashed up tlie waves mountains high in its violent conten- 
tion with the opposing tide, and threatened every moment to 
swallow up our little bark ; but the wind being favourable, die 
baidar sailed with such immense rapidity, as to escape every 
overAvhehning billow, and brought us in a short time to a less 
dangerous spot : but on approaching the shore, betwixt the rockj 
precipices, our baidar received a violent shock, by which it was 
thrown on its side, and many of us compelled to wade through 
the water to the shore for our own safety. 

While we were drying our clothes and provisions, the stoim 
subsided, and enabled us to pursue our course, which led us 
past the steep mountain Enkan, that projects into the sea. jAt 
its extremity there was a stone pillar, about seven fathoms dis- 
tant, which was nearly the height of the mountain itself, and had 
the appearance of a tower. Seven versts beyond this mountain 
the brook Kekra falls into the sea, after having received two 
other rivulets. 

Shortly after we discovered on a small island, opposite to the 
cliff Odshan, four jurts of Reindeer lungusians, who are set- 
tled here for the purpose of hunting bears on the sea-shore, 
and wild sheep on the mountains. In die summer they collect 
vast quantities of eggs from the sea-birds that frequent this coast, 
and nest in the hollows of the rock. 

"^The next day we reached the river Ulkan, which was appomt- 
ed by Captain Billings as our place of rendezvous. Ilie breadth 
of this river at its month is nine fathoms, and its depth at low 
water, three feet; but farther on, only a foot and a half. The 
latitude of this place is 67° O', the elevation of the tide, six or 
seven feet, and at the new moon, nine or tsu feet.. 

I was induced, from the short distance of th^ river Aldoma, 
and from what I had heard of it, to embrace this moment of 
leisure to pay it a visit, and accordingly set off on the ] Sth of 
June. We arrived towards noon at the Aldomish bay, which 
takes its name from the above river, with which it combines to- 
wards the west. The greater part of this bay b dry at low wi- 
^ud the rest is not^bove b\ f«Aiom^. 
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The Aldoma has two sources, namely on the Jablonish moan- 
tains, and on those from whence the Ulkan springs. At its 
mouth we found three jurts of Tungusians, who subsist alone on 
fish, which are simiku* to those at Ochotsk. The Reindeer 
Tungusians come also here to fish at the close of June. 
' Although th^ assured me that the banks of the Aldoma pit>> 
duced no timber, yet I observed among the floating wood some 
pieces four yards in thickness, and twelve or fourteen in length. 

During my stay in the Uldoma, I had the unexpected pleasure 
of meeting with Mr. Fomin, who was just come from die Uda. 
Whoever has experienced the agreeable surprise of meetii^a 
friend or acquaintance in a savage and desert quarter of the 
globe, will fully enter into our feelings on this occasion. 

Mr. Fomin was commissioned to plan a harbour on die 
Uda, but its entrance being two shallow, and otherwise in- 
commodious for the reception of vessels, he had surveyed die 
whole of the Uda as far as the Chinese frontiers to die east, 
and the Aldoma to die north-east, but found nothing worthy of 
' his attention, except a bay in the latter river, which was per- 
fectly sheltered on all sides, except towards the south. Besides 
these two rivers, there is only the famous Amur, which after 
passing through 400 versts of the Chinese territory, falls into 
diis sea. 

This river formerly beloi^ed to Russia, and between the years 
1664 and' 1689, attracted the Kosaks and hunters from the 
different nations in the Russian dominions, *to its borders. Ci- 
ties, fortresses, and villages, were built, and agriculture intro- 
duced. The land is fruitful, and the water abouuds in fish ; the 
inhabitants therefore lived in opulence, and would in time have 
converted this tract of country into the most flourishing part of 
' Russia, if the envy and jealousy of the Chinese had not been 
roused against these new settlers, to impede their farther esta- 
blishment. They sent a considerable force for the purpose of 
destroying their cities, and although they met widi a stout re- 
sistance, yet by a treaty concluded between them and the Rus- 
sians, the latter retained only the upper part of the Amur, under 
the name of the rivers Schilka and Arguka, the confluence of 
which forms the new frontier. All beyond diis point was ceded 
to the Chinese, and the Russian city Albasin, together with the 
Argunsk on the southern side of the Arguna, and adjacent places, 
were destroyed. The city of Nertochin^^k only was saved, and 
and afterwards another fortress of the same name was ^built, on 
the north side of the Arguna. 

The Chinese have not derived the smallest advantage from this 
possession of the river^ which, by remaining in the lund& ^i ^^ 
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RiisRuuis, would have made them masters of ibeiE^gitem Ocm, 
and secured to tbini an exten^i\e trade in thpse ^eM- 

Iluviii;; stiit our people forward with the bakhfj,! staid. ^ 
davs luiH^or with Mr. Fomin, in order to wccfunpany him m^iqi- 
deer to the Ulkan, where he arrived ;ifter ajraqi^. IpttjSO.ff^ 
in MX houni, and found a tent erected for <Mir . reccpticMi. Mr. 
Foniin did me the kiiuhicss of btoppiiig wpdi.me two days, at ik 
end of which he set uif a^^iu for the Aldi^Via* 

'Hie interval of waiting for our commanderj was f^foploved If 
the men in tlie pursuit of sea-lions near the promoDtory of EllluH^ 
two of which they succeeded in shootiog, after two .days cKaoe. 
niiev are cominouly sliot as they Ue extended on the rock, anl 
at HO sliort a distance, tliat they may be hit oa th^ crown or ten* 
plesy the only tw o parts in wliich they are to be niortally wound- 
ed. On receiving a wound in any other place^ they spriog idlD 
the water, and sink to the bottom the iqstant they. die. '{lie 
flesh of these two animals, which weighed nearly .80 pooda, m 
a suflicient load for my whole buidar; the men ate of it. with 
nuich avidity, and esteemed it a great luxtiry, although I did not 
And it equally delicious. 'Die paws, marrow,. ^nd kidnies, m- 
dociij wcie free from any offensive smelly and, had a tolenUe 
flavour. 

Ill consequence of a counter order from Captain BLUjuogSjr. .not 
to wait for him here, but to return to Ocliotsk, I aet ,oif fixun 
this place on the 27th of June. In my way thither Ipi^jned^tke 
mouth of the river Llsra. and entered the Urak. -The brea^ 
of this river is 70 fadioms at its mouth; its depth, at tiie fali^f 
the water, five or six feet, and higher up, two feet>. or a fipot 
and a half. Three years ago the Urak fell into .the sea fiuwr 
towards the west ; but the small neck of .land, which aepainit^d 
it from the sea, being .washed away by a floods it foraQok -fti 
fotrmer mouth, and took this npw course. 

The bank of the Urak is inhabited by some Jakuts^ . w;ho hajt 
removed from Jakutsk. Ulie merchant Ichelechow haa 9)90 
erected some barracks here, and a dock-yard, in which he bollt 
three vessels. 

■On the 7 th of July, we arrived at the mouth of the Ochpta, 
where we were received by almost all the inhabitauts of th^ city. 
Our commander, and the rest of tlie expedition, w^re.,at 
Ochot«)k. 1 presented h'lm with my journal and map of my late 
excursion, and received the command of the ^hip Slawa. I^g^ii 
(the Fume of Russia) which was already launched and equyiped. 
The length of its deck was 86 feet 6 inches ; its depth, 9 ^t 
6 inches ; and its breadth> twenty feet ei?ht incites, ^fhe. second 
vaiaelj which was of feet smaller tha' er, and. received 

dia name of the D^^^rne Nameret ^i<^^ >^d^ ^^ 
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^^isj. Both vessels were laid at anchor in Ochotit^ opposite the 
^irwn, and the utmost exertions possible used to fit- them out 
-complete for saititJg ; but this was attended with infinite diffi- 
culty for want of propel- hand^ to execute the business. The 
Kbs^ks^ who had been sent us instead of sailors from all parts 
of Siberia, were ilot only total strangers to the sea, but to every 
tiling belonging to a vessel ; and were not very expert in learn- 
ing this new cjdling. Kor did we derive much greater assist- 
ance from the sailor^ in the haven of Ochota'^ wha were alto- 
gether unused to the equipment of vessels Kke ours. 

CHAP. IX. 

f 

THE TWO VESSELS GO INTO THE BOADS. — DESTftUCTIOlT 

OF THE DOBROE NAMERENIE. SAILING OUT OF THB 

OCHOTSK ROAD. DISCOVERY OF THE ISLAND JONAS,— 

NAVIGATION BETWIXT THE KURILIAN ISLANDS. 

ARRIVAL AT THE BAY OF AWATSKA. — ENTRANCE INTO 
THE HARBOUR OF PETROPAULOWSK, 

JL HE ship Slawa Rossii was, notwithstanding every impedi- 
menty completely equipped in August ; but we could not load 
lier deeper thaii 8 J feet, as there are many sand-banks at the 
mouth of the Ochota, which are not above nine feet deep. 
These sand-banks, which we were obliged to pass, extended a 
verst and a half, and although we could have easily effected this 
in half an hour with a good wind and full sails, yet we M'ere 
obliged to tow ihe ship aloi^ the shore for some davs^ and to 
^to^ twice a day, about eleven o'clock, by the shallow places. 
Not to inehtioii that oUr towii^ was sometimes of no avails 
vhen the bottodi was esttreinely uneven, and the tide very 
strong. 

After we had succeeded in getting the vedsel over the 8ands> 
tve turned off ifrom the shore of the river Kuchtin, to the other 
side of the two united riVers, wiiere we found it a suitable depth. 

We threw out all our anchors for the sake of security, and 
thus, for two days, reniained quiet ; but on the thirds as the 
tide fetl^ the streani was so violent as to tear the vessel from itii 
anchors, although it was fastened by a cable to the shore. We 
were accordingly obliged to remain 12 hours Lying on a shoal, 
from which we we're released by the return' of the tide on the 
fdllowiifg day, and cast anchor against the -side of die river. 

Oh the 27th of August, this vessel went dut, with a favour* 
able wind, into the Tokds, arid andfaofed 'four versts ifroin the 
shore, in six fathoms. Tlie captGLm Nsi^nX ow X-kcA, ^^\»s«i^Ks% 
the mau'cigemeitt of the latiding, *Aud evet^ t!aw^ <5\a»> \»-\a.^ «^^^' 
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In the mean time, the final equipment of the DobnMs Namc- 
renie being completed, it set sail from the city to the momfa of 
the river, where, on the 8th of September^ we witneased die 
beginning and end of its navigation. As we were on die pomt of 
carrying her out of the river, the wind, whi^i had filled oar aaib 
with a favourable gale, suddenly dropped, and was succeeded bj. 
an extraordinary swell of the sea, which drove a^head of usj and 
occasioned a horrible reeling of the vetaeL It scarcely moved 
forwards, and was with difficulty kept off m sand-bank, against 
which it was perpetually forced by tne towering billows* To- 
wards eleven o clock, die beating of the waves increased, and 
the shallops, with which the vessel was towed on, being thrown 
into disorder, were thus rendered disserviceable. The next in- 
stant the ship lay on its beam ends, fast in a sand-bank. It was 
now enveloped in a furious vortex of billows, that dashed with 
indescribable vehemence and velocity from side to side, and car- 
ried away all its masts. In this distress it was impossible to af- 
ford any assistance. The inhabitants of the town, wfho had 
flocked to the shore, were obliged to stand as idle spectators. 
raging of the waves equally prevented any one from rowing 
up to the vessel, as it did the crew from getting on land. The 
one now beheld the dreadful spectacle with heartfelt compas- 
sion, and the other awaited their inevitable fate in despair. 
With every wave that followed in rapid succession, the ship was 
heaved backward or forward with such violence, as to shake the 
men from the cable on which they hung. Some were even 
hurled into the water, while others were threatened with being 
dashed to pieces by the broken masts. In this dreadful and pi- 
tiable condition they were obliged to spend four hours, until die 
return of the ebb, which appeased the fury of the waters. We 
immediately cleared the ship of the cargo and provisions^ and 
made every endeavour to drag it to the shore, but were twice 

frevented by the tide setting in more impetuously than before. 
inding therefore, on examination, that the vessel was too much 
damaged to admit of repair, Mr. Billings, and the officers, 
unanimously resolved on having it burnt, in order, at any rate, 
to preserve the iron. On the evening of the 9th, therefore^ we 
bad the mortification of seeing our vessel, the Dobroe Name- 
renie, which had cost us so much pains, anxiety^ and money, 
consumed by the flames. 

The agitation of the water continued for three days, partictt" 

arly at the mouth of the river, where tlie surge beat with such 

-vehemence against the breakers^ as to prevent our getting on 

land. I now expected that a high wind would have succeeded 

from the quarter where the sea had been so tumultuour ~ " 

? contrary, it continued a peifec* «'*^«v io\ f^i^ te 
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\vheiice we naturally concluded, that the storm had remained at 
a distance. During the whole of this time we received all sorts 
of utensils and materials from the wreck. 

On the l6th the sea was again very boisterous, and our ves- 
sel dragged her anchor very much. The captain, Mr. Hall, and 
myself, who were on land, passed a very uneasy night, as we 
Juiew the river to have a bad bottom, consisting of pebbles, and 
lipprehended that our vessel might experience a similar fate with 
many transports which had been driven aground. 

In die year 17 87, we were witness to a case of this kind here, 
with a ship arrived from Inshiga, which was unable to enter the 
river at low water, and anchored off the reef. The wind rising, 
and die sea becoming rough, the ship was driven into a shoal, 
and struck on the shore. 

We happily escaped this danger, and embraced the first fa- 
vourable wind on the SSOth to put to sea, in order to Mail to 
Kamtschatka by the way of the Kurilian islands, and spend the 
winter in the harbour of the Petropaulowsk. The favourable 
wind lasted but twenty-four hours, and was succeeded by a squall, 
which disturbed the sea so much that we were obliged to hawl in 
all the sails, except the mizen-sail, and leave the ship to the 
mercy of the waves. 

Tlie greater part of the people who were with us had never 
been to sea, and were of course, continually sick from the ex- 
traordinary rocking of the vessel, which was not a little increased 
by the force of their imaginations ; for they fancied, that every 
wave, which towered mountains high towards our vessel, would 
assuredly swallow them. Some ^ the sailors from Ochotsk, 
who had been at sea before, whispered to the others, , that the 
storm arose from the eagle which Captain Billings had caught alive 
and taken with him. They accordingly entreated that it might 
iiave its liberty, and although this request was not complied 
with, yet the wind dropped in two days, and we steered with a 
favourable gale and full sails S. £. directy towards the second Ku- 
rilian island. 

Although we had no idea of a new discovery in this well 
known bea, through which many vessels pass from Ochotsk to 
Kamtschatka, yet we sent a person to the top-mast to take a sur- 
vey of the country around, who called to us at ten o'clock in the 
morning, that he discovered land. We assured ourselves of the 
reality by means of our telescopes, and in order to remove every 
possible doubt, directed our course that way. After an hour's 
mailing, we stood in near enough to distinguish a little island, 
about half a mile in extent, and elevated more than a hundred 

dioins above the- water. It a^peviT^d \ft Vsfc <i\»yQp«v\as»R.^vsvji. 
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all all sides with lofty perpendicular rocks and clifts, concealed 
under the water, and resembled a haystack at a distance. 

This island^ hitherto unknown, must have been very, danger- 
ous at night and in misty weather for the navigators of this 
ocean; and, if I conjecure rightly, the vessel which went in 
the September of the preceding year from Ochotsk to Kamt- 
schatka, and was never heard of after, was lost on this shore : 
for a boisterous wind and a thick mist arose on the third day 
from the south-east, which drove the ship perhaps this way, and 
dashed it on the rock. Such an accident might indeed have hap* 
pened on the shore of the continent or the Kurilian islands, but 
in that case it must have been discovered. We gave this land 
the name of Jonas, in honour of tlie saint whose feast was com- 
memorated on this day. The latitude of this place, by my ob- 
servation, was 56° 5S' ; the depth 37 fathoms, and the bottom 
gravelly. The island was then fifteen miles towards the south- 
west of our course. 

While lying in the roads I observed that the sea-birds, and 
particularly the mews, iflew every evening from the shore to the 
sea southward, and returned every morning early. From whence 
it is fair to conclude, that they staid for the night on the island 
Jonas, or some other rocky islets lying still nearer, where they 
find a secure retirement, free from every molestation. 

The wind continuing fair, we came in sight of the Alaid, the 
first of the Kurilian islands, oa the twenty-seventh, lying rather 
sidewards, and, on that account, not properly belonging to the 
cluster. It consists of a single mountain, whose hoary head, 
eternally covered with sno^^, is concealed in the clouds. To us 
it had the appearance of a sugar-loaf, but from a south-east di- 
rection it seemed to extend itself more into a flat surface. It is 
said to smoke occasionally. Beyond the Alaid, the second 
Kurilian island breaks forth from its cloud of mist. 

Unacquainted as we were with this sea, we found it prudent 
to remove towards night from land islands, and on the dawn of 
day, approached the third Kurilian island, Schirinki, the left 
shore of which we passed towards noon. It is about two miles 
in extent, and encompassed with steep rocks^^ consisting of tull 
cliffs, covered with moss. From these we were visited by a 
number of urilas. They all flew alternately, one after the 
other, very close round our ship,, not less than three times, as if 
they would eye us with proper attention ; after which they re- 
turned to their nests. This curious bird is said to be a certain 
indication in a storm, that land is not far ofi*, because it never 
goes any distance from the shore. 

From the third island we steered by the fourth, the Mamrish, 
9y/j/cA is mountainom and rocky, into tUe sXt^i^X )a^x\vvitxx ^^ 
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aecond and fifth, uhich is called Quekotan. In tlie middle of 
this straight we were becalmed towards noon. We heaved the 
lead^ but found no bottom. Its breadth, which is 27 miles^ 
makes it one of the largest, and least dangerous among the Ku-^ 
rilian islands. In addition to which, it has no swampy places^ 
and the tide is less impetuous here than at the others. 

The tliird and fourth Kurilian islands have neither wood nor 
inhabitants, but the second and fifth yield an inconsiderable 
number of birch-shrubs, and ace thinly inhabited by a people^ 
who^ in appearance, and mode of living, resemble the Ksimts^ 
chadales more than the southern Kuriliaus. They have received 
the name of hairy Knrilians^ from the long beards by which 
they are distinguished. The northern Kuriliaus derive their ori- 
gin, if we may judge by the resemblance, from the Kamtscha- 
dales; but from whence these hairy ones are derived, it is difKcnlt 
to decide : for scarcely any people in this quarter, either Chinese^ 
Japanese, or, in fact, any northern nation on the shores of Asia^ 
have any beard; except the Gilaks^ living near the mouth of 
the Amur. 

The 28th of September was the finest day since our depar-* 
ture from Ochotsk. The sun shone till the very evening, with a 
warmth litde inferior to that in the middle of summer. After 
the cold weather, which we had liitherto had for a constancy, it 
now seemed as if we were transported all at once from the fri- 
gid to the torrid zone, although we were only ten degrees more 
to the south. The mildness of the air, the aspect of die sbore^ 
and the glittering surface of the unruffled ocean, all inspired u» 
with a vivacity, to which we had long been strangers. During 
this day we were all constantly on deck, but, usually, no ono 
would leave the cabin who was not on duty. 

On the first of October, we descried the mountainous shore 
of Kamtschatka, by which we pursued our course, until wc ar- 
rived off the haven of Petropaulowsk. At a distance we per- 
ceived five lofty and distinct mountains, v one of which is called 
Wiluit-Schinskaja, and has the bay of Awatska to the right; 
three others lie together on the right hand, about 50 versts from 
the sea; of these the western, 'which is called Streloschnaia^ 
has a loftier and more peaked summit than the others. The 
Awatskinskaia, otherwise called Gonelaia, which lies adjacent 
to it, is volcanic, and emits fire; the third is nameless, and 
lower than the two others. The last, denominated Schupa* 
nowna, lies more northerly, and more remote than the rest : it 
appears also at a distance to be more level. Although these 
mountains are situated far inland, yet, on account of their ex- 
traordinary height, they are very conspicuous even above the 
sborcj which is rather elevated. A \<iT^ <»aR.V ^^a^^xu^ ^S. *"^siA 
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view IS to b« found in Gxric's voyage^ which differs from mine 
only from the slight difference of position. 

At the entrance of the bay of Awatska^ we passed a li^t- 
bouse^ erected on a lofty rocky prominence, on the left of which 
i^as an insular mountain of slone> called Staritschkow, aftbr the 
mame of a Urd that frequents it in great abundance. The sta^ 
ritscbkow procellaria awrita is a bird about the size of a pigeon> 
with a blui)9h bill, and small featberSi of a bristly kind; its head 
IS of a purple colour^ having a circle of white feathers in the 
middlej which are thinner rad longer than the rest. Its neck w 
black above, with white spots underneath. Its body is while, the 
. short large feathers of its wings blackish, and the rest blue ; its 
sides and tail black ; its feet red, and trebly indigited with a 
web between each, and its claws bhck. On the little islands of 
Kamtschatka they are found in vast numbers, and are cau^t by 
the Kamtschadales with great facility. Besides this bird, there 
are also sea-parrots, mews, and arilas, the latter of which paid 
tis a visit of curiosity as before, and then disappeared. 

The entrance of the bay by the light-house, has 13 fathoms 
water, and a sandy bottom. The baii^s on both sides arie peak- 
ed and stony, havmg occasionally windings, in and out. Not fat 
beyond the light-house, stand diree lofty isolated rodcs in the 
form of pillars, close by each other; on which account they 
are denominated the Three mbbam. Very near these pillars is a 
little creek called the SaHne, from the salt-woiks which exi^ft on 
« its b»nks. On one side of the creek, lies a little stdny bland, 
called the Traitor*s Island, from its having been tbe-pl«;e of con- 
ceal oient for the ringleaders of the Kamtschadale insurrecticMi 
against the Russians. On the odier sile is a lofty rock, called 
the Grandmother^s Rock. 

The entrance into the bay extends two leagues beyond thc^, 
and termbates with the commencement of the bay itself, which 
is 9.6 leagues in extent, and loses itself in three creeks, mnnifig 
parallel with each other: one of which iis called Taijinskoi, the 
second Rakowoi, and the third forms the harbour of Petropati* 
lowsk, which Was the object of our destination. It lies more 
to the north of the entitince, in the middle of which is a sand- 
bank, where the depth of the water is scarcely I) fediom. The 
creek itself is from six to fifteen fathoms de^, and affords a 
good anchorage every where in its muddy bottom. The shore 
^and surrounding country is mountainous, except towards the 
north-west, where there are some pMtis aAd low-lands. From 
this side also, flow the rivers Awatska atxd Paratunka, into the 
creek. 

Towards evening we came to. anchor near the harbour of Pe- 
t^paulo\^skf which is above a verst m cucwmfet^ofc* O^^^ioft 
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-west side^ it is sheltered by a mountainous narrow penmsula^ 
and on the soutli side, by a small gut of land, consisting of 
pebbles, and called Koschka. Between that peninsula, and 
Koschka^ one must run into the harbour. The breadth of this 
straight is 40, and the depths from seven to nine fathoms. The 
bottom is muddy. 

On die Koschka there are eight dwelling-houses, interspersed 
with several buioganen ; or log-houses, and on the nordi shore 
of the haven are four, together with a wooden building for an 
hospital, and the store-houses built during the expedition of 
Commodore Bdiring, which are still in good condition. Thei 
number of tlie inhabitants is limited to eleven Kamtschadales, 
one ensign from the army, and 23 iKosaks. The country around 
&e haven is mountainous, but the north and east sides have suf- 
ficient level groond for 300 houses. 

CHAP. X. 



ARRANGEMENTS POR WINTERING IN PETKOPAULO WSK. 

REMARKS ON THE FISHERY, AND THE CATTLE OP 

KAMSCHATKA. JOURNEY WITH DOGS TO THE FOR* 

TRESS OF BOLSCHERESK. — KAMTSCHADALE DANCE. — 
PRESENT CONDITION OF THE KAMTSCHADALES. 

' W £ entered the haven of Petropaulowsk on the 5tli of Oc^ 
tober, and moored our vessel by the magaziues, in which all our 
stores and provisions were deposited. We were distributed in 
die dwellings^ as well as the smallness of the place would ad- 
mit. Mr. Billii^ took possession of the imperial buildingt 
which was spacious and commodious. Lieutenant Hall, Ba* 
kow^ and I, took up our lodging at no great distance, in a Ko- 
ala's house; but it was so narrow, as to . hold little more than 
our hammocR at night. The height was proportionable to the 
size ; for we could scarcely stand upright without striking our 
heads against the ceiling. The doctor and the surgeon resided 
in an adjoining house, and the others were accommodated on 
the Koschka. 

, For the relief of the inhabitants, we resolved on building a 
large jurt, a bathing-room, and a forge, on the north side of the 
haven. The only timber we could And for this purpose was 
birch, which grows very abundantly in the surrounding country. 
Our undertaking, which was commenced and executed in a short 
time, was greatly &voured by* the weather, that remained very 
warm to the first of November. We had hitherto seen no 
snow, but what had been lying on the mountains. 
. 'The, shore, iadeed, bad lost th^ eiiidia\\tn\% n^\\>»^ ^\ «^x>s5fi^ 
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and summer^ and the trees were entirely stript of their leaves ; 
but there were some cedar or birch shrubs still remaining in the 
hollow windings of the mountains^ that afforded us many agree- 
able walks, until the snow fell so heavily as to block up our 
passage. We had now only one narrow path in tlie declivity to- 
nvards the Koschka, and another between the mountains towards 
a lake situated 300 furlongs to the north of our dwelling-place. 
By this latter path, on the right hand bank of a rivulut running 
into the haven, lie two remarkable persons^ close to each other, 
namely, the Professor de Tlsle de la Croy^re, who accompanied 
Commodore Behring, as astronomer, and Captain Clarke^ who 
succeeded Captain Cook in the command. From the lake just 
noticed, you may, at l(>w water, walk round the mountainous pe- 
ninsula which encloses the haven on the western 8ide> and tha 
extent of the town will not exceed two versts; but this path is 
very stony and fatiguing, it is therefore little frequented, except 
hy sportsmen, who go in- search of mews, or sawkas, (anas 
hienialis), a species of ducks. 

By some beds of rock in this peninsula, we discovered green 
jasper marl, on which were the representations of shrubs or 
trees; we also found, in the crevices of the rocks, some layers 
of amaranth, not very large, and remarkably thin. 

For some time after our arrival, diere was no fresh fish to be 
had. In the beginnhig of November, we began to catch wach- 
nas in abundance, and occasionally herrings. The wachna, (gffl- 
dus {Eg/esi7itifi), is a sort of stock-fish, about half a yard in 
length, with a roundish body, and three dorsal tins. When taken 
out of the water, it is perfectly of a copper colour, but .turns 
-quite pale. Its flesh is white, but soft, and not pleasant to the 
taste. The roe is, however, of a line texture, and has the be<tt 
flavour. It is an inhabitant of the European Ocean, but mo.st 
firequently found in Kamtschatka. We were now enabled to 
provide ourselves with fresh and healthy food, but on the failure 
of this resource, we should have been compelled to live on salt 
provisions alone, if we had not persuaded a Kosak to sell us a 
cow for 65 rubles : the animal was not very large, and yielded 
but an inconsiderable quantity of meat, yet we contrived to eke 
it out as long as possible. The whole haven of Petropaulowsk, 
could not produce more than thisiritfow and seven oxen, belong- 
ing to the crown, which had been driven hither from the fortress 
of Werehne-Kamtschack for the expedition that was to have 
gone out, under the command of Captain Molowsky. But it 
was prevented by the breaking out of the Swedish war, in which 
this estimable officer fell, and if 1 mistake not, in the first en- 
gogement under Admiral Greig, in 4788; otherwise the RuSf- 
jsfiaa ^ag would probMy have waved 14 ot 15 ^owt^ ^^£^x >saA«!i 
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the eqiiatorl At the period of the first Kamtschatkiflii expe- 
ditioiiy ahout 50 j^ars ago, some horned cattle were transported 
iiither, which we might suppose would have considerably multi* 
plied with proper care. It is impossible to find a place more 
.fitted for breeding cattle than Kamti^chatka. It has a number of 
enclosures, particularly in the vicinity of Petropaulowsk, by the 
rivers Awatska and Paratunka, which yield an excellent pasture 
of tall and nutritious grass, well calculated to give the Hesh a 
delicious flavour. 

On the approach of winter, the inhabitants are busied with 
putting their sledges in order, and tying up their dogs, to fit 
them for drawing, as they have hitherto been allowed to ran 
ioose. Sledges and dogs are in general use here, both for tra- 
velling and conveyance. Mr. Hall, and I also, furnished our- 
.selves with one, taking at first only small joumies with thre^ 
dogs ; but growing bolder afterwards, as our skill increased, we 
ventured with five dogs over th^ mountains, to the dwelling* 
place of Paratunka, 25 versts distant from Petropaulowsk. 

The sledges here differ very considerably from those of 
Ochotsk, being shorter, smaller, lighter, and much higher. Tlicy 
will scai'cely hold two, and are very unsteady on account of tlieir 
monstrous height. In descending any hill, the utmost care and 
dexterity is requisite, to keep the feet and the oschtol in the 
proper direction ; for the smallest oversight of this kind may 
• cost a person his life, as has been the case with even experienced 
drivers, who have been dashed to pieces against the trees lying 
. in the way. 

The management of the dogs is no less difficult and danger- 
ous here, than at Ochotsk ; for they are equally apt to become 
ungovernable on the scent of any animal. In order to stop 
them, they drive the oschtol between the front sledge of the 
conveyance as far into the snow as possible, and always keep the 
two fore dogs id a tight rein, that none may be able to run away. 
When the declivity of any mountain is unusually steep and dan- 
gerous, they bind birch-twigs round the bottom of the sledge, 
to impede its course. The cry of ko ko ko stops the dogs ; 
aach aach drives them on ; chna chna chna, turns them , to the 
light ; and uga uga uga, to the left. Hunters do not make use 
of these words, for fear of frightening their game, but strike 
gently with the oschtol on ' the right side of the sledge, when 
they should turn to the right, and bend them down to the snow 
to the left, when they should go to the left. Besides the dan- 
ger in this mode of travelling, it is attended with many incoo- 
veniencies. You must never let your dogs go loose. If ever 
you are overturned, you must rather be dra^iged alow^ v\ ^S^i^ 
0aow than leave your hold, for it is a g^reaX. ^%\^'c^.Vft\a«fe i,^>»^ 
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fbgs^ and be obl^^ed to wade through the snow on foot ; not to 
mention that the dogs rery often entangle .themselves in dieir 
harness, in which case, the driver must take off his gloves in 
the cold to put tliem to rights, and b often in danger of being 
soiled with their dung. The worst trick you can play a driver^ 
is to cast a piece of jukol amoi^ his dogs^ who fight for it until 
they are thrown into the utmost confusion, if he be in com- 
pany M'ith others, he is thus prevented from keeping up wiA 
diem, and exposed to all the iiiconveniencies of going behind; 
Ae principal of which is, that the dung of the odier dogs is 
continually freezing on his sledge, and requires him every mo- 
ment to clear it away with his kmfe. When you get to a pub- 
lic-house, you are not free from your dogs. The instant diey 
«re unharnessed, they must be tied to a post. Nor can diey be 
immediately fed, for they must wait until the sweat is dried <^. 
A whole or half a jukol is then given them, but the master must 
stand by to see that every dog gets his part, and also to -drive 
away the crows, which are not very shy in this country. They 
will collect in great quantities round the dogs if not thus guard- 
ed, and snap up all their allowance. 

Captain Billings going with Mr» Hall, the surgeon, at the 
close of November to the fortress of Bolscherezsk, Mr. Beh- 
ring and I followed him, agreeable to his request, at the end of 
December. We set off with our dogs from Petropaulowsk, 
fend proceeded by the bay of Awatska^ over little acclivities co- 
vered with birch-wood. On the summit of one we saw a loose 
stone thoroughly burnt, about five yards in circumference. It 
appeared to have been thrown out from some volcanic moun- 
tain ; but as that of Awatska, the very nearest, is certainly 40 
versts distant, it is not probable for a stone of that weight to 
liave been hurled so far on any eruption, however violent. It is 
-a far more feasible conjecture, that the explosion formerly took 
place in a quarter nearer this spot. It is mfact not altogether 
improbable, that the place now occupied by the bay of Awatska, 
was formerly a volcanic mountain, which fell in and formed this 
: harbour. It retains at least many traces of having originated 
-from a convulsion of the earth. Seven versts from the harbour 
we left the a))ove heights and desended into a plain that extends 
for 20 versls,- and is intersected by the two rivers Awatska and 
Paratunka. We stopped at the Kamtschadale place, of the 
same name with the latter river, which lies seven versts distant 
'from its mouth, and has a wooden church, the remains of what 
had been built on the expedition of commodore Behring. 

' From the fortress of Paratunsk, the way leads up the river 
Awatskaj where we found many otters^ and discovered the traces 
of sables and foxes. 
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The sables of this place are not esteemed the test, bnt Ae 
Katnt'ichtidalc red foxes are superior to any of their kmd, and 
me sold at retnaitably liigh prkes when they are of a fiery red 
colour. From this particular they have received the name of 
Ogaenken. Besides these animals, there are, as We learn from 
the Kamtscliadales, wild slieep, reindeer, bears, and wolves, in 
the moantains. The last are the most' dai^eruus, and fre- 
qnently make Heice attacks on tr.ivtillers m tlie winter. But the 
bears are so peaceable, as even to be afraid of human beii)gs« 
and runaway at tlie »ght of them. 

After travelling three and thirty versls, we took up<Hir night's 
lodging at the little fortress of Koratcliiii, so called from M 
having been tirst founded and inhabited b]' the Koriiks. Tliis 
dwdling-place was separated by 30 versts of mduntninous coun- 
try from the fortress of Nafschinsk or Nntchceken. 

Two versts distant from here is a hot spring, called Natschi- 
kinskish. We turned a little out of the road to visit tliis water, 
which, notwitlistanding the severity of the cold, was still remark- 
ably tepid, having a'sitl[^ureous smell and a bitter taste. We 
threw in some pieces of money, which, in a few hours, received 
the Ught grey colonr of tin. The Kamtschadales make very 
frequent use of this spring for a bath; on which account it was 
paltd in, in two diftereiit places, one above, at its source, for 
the winter, and the other below, for the summer. We wished 
to ne the rise of Ihis spring, but were prevented by the swant-' 
pine^s of Ae ground Irorij approaching suffici«itly near. 

We set off from hence before day-break, in order to reacK the-' 
little fortress of Apeiscfainsk, 95 versts distant, in one day. Oaf 
vny}ed over lofty ntituntains that stretch in a continued daaii 
bma the interior of Kamtscfaatka to the shore ; wliere tbev are 
]0st in rocky declivities. Apatschinsk lies on the river Bol- 
sfhftja, as yon descend l\'om these mountains. Fruni here to 
the fortress of Bolscherezsk ^vere only 40 versts, whidi w^ wetfl 
Uy a direct and even road In less than foor hours. 

The forti'ess of Bolscherezsk, situated on the banks of the 
Bftlsch^a, has a church atid Ihtrty habitatlous. Its inhabitanli 
CiniMst principally of Kusaks, with a few merchants and citizetbt; 
Before the advancement of the fortress Nishne-Kamtschatisk 
to the rank of a town, tlie first magistrate of Kamtscliatka made 
dns his place of residence; but now a Serjeant is commander 
of the fortress. The Kosaks here are much more opulent than 
those of Petropaulowsk, ainrost all of them having their cattle 
Ad a good domestic ueonomy. Their gardens are slocked with 
e?Ecelleiit turnips and polnfoes. For the intmdarlion of tl>t' 
latter vegetable they nre ini4ebted tO connsellor Keineko^ t.li«t 
former commander of KkimtschatV[&. 

All the juliabilants here are usuaW'i Area^^A We ■CSve'^'asoN 
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schadales^ in narkas and kamlegas. The former are tfae skins 
of reindeer^ cut into shirts ; and the latter are skins of any kind^ 
stripped of their hair^ and made quite pliant. On holidayg, the 
iVomen wear a sort of silk gown of an old Russian shape^ whicli 
was fashionable 60 years ago. They have also a speckled silk 
handkerchief about their heads. 

In the first days of the new year, the inhabitants assembled 
every evening for the purpose of dancing, ^fhe women under- 
stood Russian dances very well^ and what was still more surpris- 
ing^ could dance in the Polish fashion, and very passably even 
di la Grecque. The music consisted of three fiddles, played by 
Kosaks. 

I did not see the Kamtschadale dance here, but among tfae . 
Kosaks of Petropaulowsk, who give it the preference, it is so 
indecent, that every modest woman would blush to be a spec* 
tator, much more a partner in it. A woman makes the com- 
mencement by stepping forward into the middle of the Isba,. 
and holding a cloth spread out before her in a transverse direction.. 
She shifts her feet slowly, making a variety of motions with hec 
bands, head, and body. Her head sinks alternately on one 
shoulder or the other, on her back or on her breast. She then at 
length advances to a man, and renews this gesticulation close be- 
fore him, which implies as much as soliciting his hand to the 
dance. He accordingly takes hold of the cloth in the same 
manner, and rising from hb seat, they both commence the distor- 
tion of all their limbs together. The woman turns every now 
and then away from the man, but returns to him instandy again, 
sinking gradually upon her knees, and then bending herself back- 
ward with a similar gesticulation ; the man also in the mean time 
falling down and reclining himself over her, the dance is con- 
cluded with the most obscene gestures. While it lasts, both 
dancers and spectators all sing to one song, consisting of the 
words ati'kelle, an-kaget, incessantly repeated : but they have m. 
variety of such monotonous ditties, adapted to the same species 
of dancing. In some of their dances, they imitate birds and 
beasts ; the man for example representing the male, and the wop 
man the female -bear; and sometimes there is a company of these 
imitators, who amuse themselves together, either in nmning like 
partridges, gabbling like geese, or in aping some other animal. 

After a fortnight's stay at Bolscherezsk, Mr. Billings and Mr* 
Hall went to Nishne-Kamtschatsk, while Mr. Behring and I re^ 
turned to Petropaulowsk, which we reached in five days. 

On our journey thither and back, we experienced the most 
friendly treatment from the Kamtschadales, who not only enter- 
tained us with the utmost cordiality, but made us liberal presents 
of ^fortridgesj fresh fish, flrozen keta, ^uko\^ \)etTk%> and roots* 
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"(vhich are collected in great quantities from Ae mouse-holeSy 
and form one of. their principal aliments. 

In autunrn, they go into the fields in search of these roote^ 
and as soon as they find hollow ground, by stamping;^ they dig 
down, and lay open the store-rooms of these animals. Thej 
do noty however, empty them entirely, hut leave the mice a 
third at least of their provision, probably with a view of not 
driving away such useful creatures. They terrify each other, 
indeed, with the saying, that the^mouse which is deprived of all 
its sustenance, will hang itself in despair on the next tree : a tale 
which may perhaps have originated in the circumstance of a 
mouse having been entangled by accident in the branches of a 
tree, and having hung there till it died. 

On comparing the present condition of the Kamtschadales, 
and their way of living, with Krascheninikow's description of 
them, we find them to have undergone a reQiarkable change. 
They have now almost entirely renounced their former super* 
stitious customs,r^and submitted to baptism. Jurts, or siibterra^ 
neous dwellings, are now vanished, and their place is every where 
supplied by Russian isbas. The female Kamtschadales have a 
dress for holiibys very similar to those of the female Kosaks, 
for they wear stomachers and petticoats, and bind a handkerchief 
round their head^. The abundance of fish, and the facility with 
which they prosure a subsistence, now grown pleasant by habit, 
are prabably the causes why they make no exertions in agriculture, 
or the breeding of cattle. It is much more remarkable, that 
their long and close intercourse with the Russians should not 
have given them a litde more worldly wisdom ; for they continue 
to this moment to barter their isables and foxes skins for the 
merest trifles. With this deficiency in cultivation, they retain, 
however, their good quaUties, and are just as good-hearted, sin- 
cere, peaceable, obliging, and hospitable as before. Their pror 
minent faults are uncleanliness and idleness. Thieving is very 
rare, and murder still more rare. Some travellers charge them 
with the vice of drunkenness, bnt I cannpt confirm this with my 
testimony; whatever bad exceptions there may be, they cannot 
fierve as a general rule. . . 

Notwithstanding the Kamtschadales have renounced most of 
their former superstitions, they still retain a firm belief in the 
supernatural powers of the schamans. A Kosak once profited 
by this credulity to regain his stolen property in a very ingenious 
manner. While on a journey with several Kamtschadales, he 
had some of his tobacco stolen from him, and, after questioning 
every individual separately, he was unable to discover who was 
the thief. He accordingly took some sticks, and making them 
of equal lengths, gave each~- of *thera owe, ViSAv ^^ 'asj®w«x^K»^ 
ibat the stick of the thief would *mta!^\\A^ %to^\o\>%^^ "^s^ 
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The bay of Awataka might then be the principal rcwfezrodi 
for all vessels gobg on the oha^^ to the Islands and America, or 
trading to the East Indies ; for on all the shores belonging to 
Russia in this quarter, there is n6t a securer and more <^ttimo. 
dious place for the mooring of ships. In this case it would be 
necessary to build warehouses for the merchandise. 

With regard to the commodities that might constitute our 
trade with China and Japan, the products of these parts, in- 
dependent of those from Russia, would amply suffice, as sea- 
beavers, sea-lions, otters, foxes, minevers, and above all |be 
fengs of the walrus or river-horse. But the most important com- 
merce might be carried on with train-oil and whalebone, when- 
ever proper arrangements could be made for catching the whales 
^ich frequent these seas in vast uinnbers. Not to mention, that 
the shoals of other fish which are to be found in Kamtschatka, 
would prove no inconsiderable source of advantage when salted 
and dried. 

The conveyance of East India products into the interior of 
Russia by the bay of Awatska, might be greatly facilitated by 
carrying them from hence in small craft to the Aldomish bay, and 
Aen by the river M aia to the Jakutsk. 

If in addition to the advantages resulting from this trade, a 
^lony were raised here, agriculture extended, the breeding of 
cattle encouraged, and all sorts of manufactures established, Kamt- 
achatka would in a short time rival the greatest part of Europe 
m affluence and cultivation. ' The climate is temperate, and the 
soil prolific in whatever is essential for living. Agriculture has 
been attended to with tolerable success for some time on the river 
Kamtschatka by the upper fortress, and in the village of Klut- 
i^hewsk, which is inhabited by Russian peasants; but with so 
j^all a number of labourers the progress is not visible. 

Provisions for the military are imported from Ochotsk. A 
pood of rye-flower (about forty pounds), costs the^ government 
S dollars 75 kopeks. The tschetwerik (360 pounds) of buck- 
wheat and barley grits, six rubles. Potatoes, which have been 
introduced here about 10 years, thrive very well, and increase 
particularly in Bolscherezsk, where the greatest care is taken of 
them. It is also very certain, that flax and linen might be pro- 
duced here, which would be cheaper than what is imported, tlie 
coarsest of which is sold at 70 kopeks, or a dollar, (3s. 6d.) a yard. 

The spirits here are extracted from a sweet herb, and are. 
equally offensive both in taste and smell. They cost 40 rubles 
a pail. 

Copper money is scarcely known in Kamtschatka, silver coin 
.only being in use; but small notes or assignations are begmning 
io get introduced. 
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J\. Favourable gale aprioging up on ihe 20th of May, we stodd 
out of the bay Awatscha in a i^outh -easterly direction. On 
the 10th we discovered a plauk floating on the sea, tliat appeared 
to have been torn from some vessel. Agreeable to our instruc- 
tions, we should have steered along the chain of Aleutian 
islands towards America, and taken a map of this coast; but 
a thick mist coming on immediately after our departure 
out of the bay, it was unanimously resolved not to lose our 
lime in a minute survey of every island, but to keep in close 
to the south side of those that were less obscure, and bend our 
course directly to America. 

On the iGth we were surrounded by a great quantity of 
Boating logs of wood and sea-wort. Many sorts of marine birds' 
in great abundance kept hovering around us, and one of tliem, 
of the duck species, even lit on our vessel. We were now ia 
north latitude 50" 39', and longitude 169° 64' from Greenwich, 
rot more than 180 Italian miles distant from the island of 
Atta. We usually calculated by Italian miles, flO of which 
go to a degree. 

Our people on setting out were all tolerably recovered from 
the scurvy, with which they had been generally afflicted during 
the winter, but now they felt an increasing debility as they 
advanced farther into the open sea. The want of proper diet 
likewise contributed to renew the disease which had been 
completely rejuoved. Salt meat was almost our only food, 
having been unable to lay in any alock. of (\«,^ -^^wvivaw* ^ 
«f A'amtsc/iatta, where all soits ol a'ci\ttvi^s,\i'i"^i». '»»is.^w>&' 
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^ild, arc very rare, and those who possess will not part niiA 
tlieir Utde stock at any rate. 

Iliotigh the tvind was constantly favo«mbI«|^ fet (be in^ettsant 
mist impeded our progress for many days. We met withi 
nothing remarkable tiU the 25d^ when we discovered land, which 

I roved, on our approach, to be Amtschitka, or one of the Rat 
slands. From what we could dbtingubh through the mist, its 
shores appeared to be ntked and not very elevated, but some- 
times mountainous. At no great distance from thence we descried 
the island properly called the Rat Island, which derives its name 
from the circumstances of itv sbmmdmg with rats. As there 
were formerly none of these animals here, it is surmised that they 
made their escape to the shore out of some Japan vessel 
stranded on the coats. The eastern side of Amtschitka is more 
moutitainous than the westeiti, forming a rocky deislmtf ftou 
south-west to nordi-^estv On a eursory view we es(t«iat^.it» 
length at 30 Italian teiles. 

On the 25th, the wind became so strong that we were 
obliged to carry less sail. Towards evening we stood ta the 
aoitk, tnA M tha fottowiii$ day to iha noftb-west; a6d> 
although s6il envetop«cl in mist, w« aouM distingaish th^ higb 
^kowy ttiountbHiiB o» the islands Adaeh aii4 Jagitluu 

On the £8Ch, Ate v^iitcl and aatst abating, we fmfodwi liit 
Marid Amilja, mi tb^ lofty nienntauia Afii^ cont^^uoMs to it 
io the west, b^th belotiging to the Andiejenow Isiwadi. Wa 
conceived our latitude to this tiade* to ha 4^1° M^^. aadi ouv 
kmgitude 187^ 6? ; ^ Western pomt of Amilja^ b^ag arailii^ 
west 59,^ 5(y at a distanfee ef 15 miles. We saiiad tlie mhaia 
4ay in a parallel line with the ishad about 8 mibs <fauaitu it 
is naked, mountainous, long, and nw rr o w ^ being finoin mM 
^to east 44 miles in exteifl. Its eastern exCKmity is koartrfed 
by high and steep rocks. Its centre aobtaim a natalwit cif 
hills. Its population does not exceed <>Q persons. 

In the evening we came in sight et the motmtainoas Maad of 
Seguam, aboot S4 miles in extent, l}4iig €2 miles noith-east 
by east of Amilja. It is unii&abiled,- and it said fermarl;^ 
to have had a volcanic AMuntain. 

On the morning of the 29th we passed the island Ainuthta 
at a distance of 6 miles. It is about 27 miles in extent, and 
is said to have a volcanow About 12 miies ^m Amachtife 
we passed Techugagar, an island 12 mites long ai)d 5* tntiet^ 
broad. 

On the SOth, we fell in with the four volcanic islands, wbicK 
take their names from the four craters which they contain^. 
Thefr lie coatiguoua to each other, and bea\ <&\.vact nautes.. 
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Tbat to the soutli-irett, i» called Utafa ; dwt ta tbe Hordw 
easl^ Tseliiginsk ; that to the fiorth^west^ TaMt ; and that to the 
soHdneaBt, Chagamil. llie two first are die large% atiJt about 
twenty miles in circumference. 

The latter islands appeared to the north-north-west abonf 
K> miles distant^ They are tfaid to be volcafiicy and wercf 
once inhabited. At noon our latitade was 52^ 34'. Toward#> 
evening we discovered the island of Umnack, one of the Foit 
islands^ which extend in an unbroken range to North Amenca. 
They derive their name from the number of blaidi^ dark-' 
brerwn, and red foxes, with which they abovand; but ike wlnte 
species found in all the iriands near Kanttschatka, are no* 
where n^ be met with here. Tew miles from the soutli«» 
wentcni point of Umnak, on castiiig the lead^ we fomid M 
fiithoflis water, on a bed of biaek gr^vek We drifted all night,, 
and were cmried by the stream 13 n^les to die south^^sooth-* 
west. 

The island Unmak is level on its western side, but etetatedt 
towards the notfa-eftst. It extends as for as the strait whiek 
separates it froiaUnalaschka, and terminates willr mountains; 
several of which, rising above the oliievs, are 'Tok^nic, ainl 
crowned with eternal snow. It stretches, from south-west 
to north-east, 55 miles in length. The strait between Umaak 
and VttahMcbka is at kast £ miles and a half ki wid^. AboM 
30 vevsts fmm the ^rait, and about 7 nules from Umnak, are 
two rocks, surrounded by water ; wbice, on the 3 Ii^ of Mby, 
by five miles distant toward ll¥e northwest. We vi'ere then in 
hititude 50,'' 49' ; and longitude li;^^ 43'. 

On the I'st of Jane, we found ourselves in the htitode of 
5iiP 53', and a longitude 193^ 44^; the sotfthem point of 
Unalaschka being 23 ifeiles distant. From tins point the 
shore gradually rises to the north-east into a mountain. 

On the 3d we were off the island Spif k-in separated to tho 
•a«t from Unahi9cbk» by a strak tfbo«tt a mile in width. Towards 
noon we estimated flie latitude at 53*> 44', and the longitude 
«t ^95^ 9'. As die form of the ishmd Unatascbka has been 
accurately defined by many observations of Captain Cook, we 
that during the ^ days of our sailing from Petrapau- 
lomk we had deviated M miles out of our course towards th# 
east. 

In the forenoon seven Akutians put off from Unakschka in 
their single-seated baidar, and came up to our ship. Two of 
^tti, Mito spoke tolerably good Rusnan, offered to conduct 
us to a commodious anchoring^plece. 

Soon after a large baidar, covered wMi VeiL^in«t , ^%tM 
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siiie of us, containing a Ruauan hunter and eq^t rower?, irfid 
bad been rowing about in search of the drifted wood for fiiel< 
The Russians told us they came from the ships Barthokn 
mew and Barnabas, belonging to the merchants Panow. 
and Company, which were at present lying at anchor in the 
btrait of Issanozk ; but that he himself was left at Unalascfaka 
as the master of a baidar, for the purpose of catching wild 
animals. 

In the afternoon, as we were nearly l^pcahned, we hoisted 
out our boat, and towed the ship into the strait between Spirkin 
and Kigalga. Near the entrance of the strait are two rocks, whidi 
tower out of the water; they lie close to each odier^ and 
are about 2 miles and a half distant from the island- KigalgaU 
towards 180, |. These are the rocks between which Capbdn 
Cook lost himself during a f(^, and to which, owing to* hia 
providential escape, he gave the name of Ca^ Pnmdence. 

In the evening, with the help of towing, and a good tide, 
we got round the northern promontory of Spirkin, anchorii^, 
near the shore at a little distance from an Aleutian village, 
in the joyful expectation of meeting with some fl^esh provisiona 
for the recovery of our sick. 

From our anchoring station, a large bay extended ^uth- 
west into the interior of the island Unalaschka, which is called 
Beaver-bay. Agreeable to the desire of our commander, we 
went on the fol|owii^ day with Doctor Merk, in a baidar,. 
to examine the bay, and took with us provisions iw seven days. 
We bent our course, to the south-west, by the shore of die 
island Spirkin, within the bay, which is not so steep as on the 
south-eastern side ; for here tfie extremities only of the cape 
terminate in rocky acclivities, whereas, on the contrary side, 
the declivities are excessively steep. The internal part of the 
island affords four tolerable lakes, at no great distance from and 
nearly opposite to each other. The water, which in the middle 
is 50 fathoms, becomes gradually more shallow towards die 
shore. We chose one of these bays for our night's station, and 
found, when the water retired in the evening, a number of 
muscles on the strand, containing several sniall pearls. The 
next morning we were obliged to remain till nine, in order to 
repair our baidars, the leather of which had been considerably 
injured by the sharp stones jutting out from the shore. 

Mr. Merk having landed to collect plants, 1 proceeded 
onward by. myself in- my examination, taking a minute survey 
of the strait before-mentioned, which separates Spirkin fropi 
Unalaschka. It is a mile in breadth, and about 50 fathoms 
in depth; extending to the south-east, for 3^ miles, to the 
fide of Jlmudichtchit, which penelraXea, iox xSax^ toS«&^ SacX^ 
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the interior of Unalaschka. Farther on, it is narrower by one 
halfy and the shore by no means so steep. Its depth is from 
20 to 25 fathoms, and the bottom is composed of a sand mixed 
with shells. In the middle of this strait, and particularly 
towards the right bank, there are many concealed rocks, and 
one, \i4iich at its termination rises considerably above the 
water. In the vicinity of these rocks the water is 10 fatlioms 
deep. The hidden part of the large one is covered with an in- 
crustation of coral. 

On my return late in the evening, I found that Mr. Mcrk 
had collected a vast number of plants, and that our hunters had 
fihot two woodcocks, besides finding a nest full of eggs, 
which afforded us a comfortable supper. We did not observe 
many birds on shore, but the few we saw were chiefly white- 
beaded eagles, and some small birds of the finch species ; with 
whose red feathers the Aleutians adorn themselves. 

On the 6di, we pursued our rout along the shore of the 
BeaverVbay, passing five other different bays. The first of 
theniy named Amugul, has an island in its centre ; and the second 
Taneska, has four such islets. All these bays run three or four 
miles into the country, and are supplied with streams of fresh 
water from the mountains ; their depth, in the middle, being 
50 fathoms, and at the sides much less. From the last of these 
bays, called Kikukala, we passed over to the opposite shore 
as far as the entrance into Beaver's-bay, and lay to, for the 
night, close by a ^mall cataract that descended from a lofty 
mountain. 

On the 7th we passed the bay of Unytschaba, and finding 
another bay at noon, named Ugadaga, we ran into it for the 
purpose of taking our dinner. Here, as the Aleutians informed 
us, we were not very distant from Captain's-haven, beyond 
the mountains, which had received its name from Captain 
Liewaschew's havii^ wintered there. Mr. Merk and I being both 
desirous of visiting it, we immediately resolved to repair to the spot. 
For two miles we were obUged to ascend the steep mountains, 
until we gained the summit of the high chain which encompasses 
the whole island, and to which the crater on the northern 
side belongs. 7.1iese mountains are covered from the foot 
half way up with moss and grass : higher up they are quite 
barren, terminating at the summit in naked rock. In the vallies 
on the banks of the lakes and rivulets, a few alders and small 
Jboshes are occasionally to be met with. On the summit of the 
mountain which we ascended we found two lakes of fresh 
water ; at the bottom of which we perceived some chalybeate 
iOchre, with which the swampy places appeared to be filled. 
ffQm thence we passed over some luiewot vvv^^wvivsv^^ >iN&\^ 
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by a retrograde descent of about five miles, we readied Ac 
Aleutian village of llluluk. 

Illukik lies on the eastern part of Captain s-bay, at the moutli 
of a brook. It contains four large jurts, or huts, constructed of 
mud, and logs of wood, v. Iiicli are driven hitiier by the currents of 
: the sea. 'Iliey are covered with grass and mud, and instead 
\ of a door have an opening, which is too low to enter without 
, fitooping. From this opening you ascend by a beam, that serves 
I for stuirs, into the interior of the hut ; where, close by tbt 
iialis, divisions are set apart for each family, and the floors are 
covered with ni.4i-mats, which serve for beds. Every fcfji 
occupies a distinct division, and is mostly busied in makiog 
mats, sacks, or baskets, which task she executes with amazing 
flexterity. These baskets, &c. are made of the longest biadaa 
of grass previously dried, and for the finer woricSi split 
into slips. In this process, she uses no other instrameat 
but her fingers: with the nail of her fore-finger, which 
ahe suffers to grow to a great length, until it is as sharp 
as a lancet, she sot oidy parts the blades of grass, but 
also the sinews of animals, which she twists with her fingers 
alone into a beautifully fine and even thread for sewing their 
clothes. Their needles they msdce of the bones of fish, large 
or small as the work requires, and fasten their thread to them 
by tying. Whenever they get a steel needle, they immediately 
break off the eye, and rub it on the edge of a stone, tiU they 
have made a notch, where they can tie the thread in their usual 
way. 

It is worthy of remark, that the stomachers of these women 
are as beautifully shaped and decorated, as if they had been the 
workmanship of a European embroiderer. The stomacher i« 
made of the skin of a bird's neck, stretched and prepared for 
the purpose, and ornamented with silk, or the hair of goats 
and horses interwoven widi that of the reindeer, which tatter 
appears like rows of small pearls. In a similar manner 
they decorate the holiday dresses, girdles, and caps of their 
husbands. Hie dress of the men resembles a waggoner's frock^ 
with a high round collar of elk's skin ; it is neatly ornamented 
with goats hair, bordered with a strip of sea-bear's skin. 

The common dress of the women differs but little from that 
of the men. It has a standing collar, about two inches broad, 
enamelled in various patterns. The front of the dress, and the 
opening of the arms, is trimmed with a row of pearls or coral. 
Their festival dress is similar in shape, but more enamelled, and 
bordered with rows of coral, bird's beaks, and goat's hair. 
When ibey go on the water, they draw over their common 
/fress uiiother^ made of the entrails oi umw^sX^ ^^^dVj^^etUer^ 
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and wear trowsers^ and boots made of the skin of the sea-Ijon^s 
neck. On their heads they wear a wooden hat^ from which 
' descends an ornament of coral and hair. 

When one of these Aleutians thus arrayed is seated in his 

' baidar, there is something majestic in his appearance ; but when 

:he rises, he cuts a deplorable figure; and when he walks^ he 

looks still more wretchedly^ being disabled by continual sittii^ 

from straightening his feet or knees. Their countenances are 

not unpleasing, tfaoogh rather wild, and their features uniform 

with the exception of the bone of the forehead^ which projects 

too much over the eyes. Their hair is black and stubborn^ 

.but they are for the most part beardless. 1 saw only one old 

. man who had a few hairs scattered on his chin. 

The men leave their faces as nature has formed them^ but 
.the vanity of the females leads them to disfigure theirs in a 
variety of ways. They perforate them in lines, from the nostrils 
to the ears, and rub in charcoal, which produces, when the 
wound is healed, a bluish furrow. Another is formed in the 
same manner, from .the upper lip to the chin. They pierce 
the cartilage of the nose, and wear long pendant ornaments of 
amber, coral, and enamel. Enamel diey receive from the 
Russians, and amber from the Americans of Alaksa, both of 
which are in great estimation. They also pierce two holes in 
the hollow of the upper lip, in which they wear long thin 
bones : round the edges of their ears they sew ornaments of 
blue or white enamel. 

There are, however, many females who, out of complaisance 
to the Russians (with whom they frequently intermarry), ab- 
stain from this barbarous custom. Many who are the off- 
spring of these marriages have perfectly fair European com- 
plexions, and red hair, and would in my opinion be esteemed 
uncommon beauties even in Europe. They cut the hair off 
the forepart of the head, and bind the remainder into a knot at 
the back part. They M'ear no covering on the feet or head, 
nor any other clothing than the vest before described. 

!n the evening, some of these people returned from the 
chace, and informed us, that they had killed a small whale, on 
the western point of Captain's bay. As we passed the night there, 
Mr. Merk set off on foot the next n)ornin<; to see this fish, and 
1 preferring to go by water, took a buidar with two other per- 
sons. The day l>eing perfectly serene, I felt no apprehensions 
at venturing myself in this little b:<rk upon the bay, although 
it VI as only C3 feet long, one and a half broad, and eight deep. 
It was entirely covered w illi skin««, in wlii< li o|>enings were left 
for each per.^on to cuter. 1 sat in tlie iniddle, one Aleutian ax 
the head, and another at tUc alen\. \N Vi wwv: 'Ajb** ^Vcx^^^X 
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four otlicrs^ in separate baidars. To oDe of diem I gave tfie 
lead to sound the depth, %ihere I conceived it n^essary, while 
I myself kept the compass, and where it was practicable I went 
on shore. By this means, I effected a complete survey of Cap- 
tBin*s-haven in one day. Its entiance is divided by the moun- 
tainous island j:\maknak into two struts, which run into it; that , 
to the east, is about a mile in width, and in the middle of the 
entrance, from C2 to 2.^ fathoms deep, although a little more 
to the north-east towards the main sea, the water is more thaa 
a hundred fatlioms deep. Nearer the internal part of the 
haven, towards the south, the depth and ground are very va- 
rious. At first the water decreases from 2,3 to 10 fadioms,. 
the ground consisting of fine sand: at the distance of about 
three cables, the depth is from 9 to 10 fatfaomSy and the 
ground stony; after this, the depth increases to 25 fathoms^ 
with a muddy bottom. A quarter of a mile from the entrance 
near the island, is Uie gulf of Udachta, about half a mile 
broad, and, on tlie side next the ocean, bordered with a strong 
bank. The water in its centre is from 17 to £0 fathoms deep, 
and its bottom muddy. From this bay to the distance of two 
miles, as far as the village of Illuluk, is a good andioring-place^ 
with S or 9 fathoms water, and a muddy bottom. Here the 
road becomes disproportionably narrow, curving out to the 
west, and penetrating into the island of Amaknak, which 
shelters it from wind and weather. On entering the straits, 
care must be taken to run in on the left side of some masses of 
stone, which rise above the water. They are about GO fathoms^ 
distant from the shore, but the water here is not more than 
from 5 to 8 fathoms, while that on the right side, is at most 
only $ fathoms and a half. About a mile and half beyond tUs 
village, the island of xlmaknak terminates, and you enter the 
inner part of Captain's- bay. It is about a mile broad, but 
towards the south extends- three miles and a half, havii^ in the 
centre 50 fathoms water, which becomes shallowe.r as you pro- 
ceed, tlie ground being always muddy. On^ the main shore, a 
brook descends from the mountains, to the right of which lie 
four small islands. It was behind these islands that Captain^ 
Lawcschew lay a wijiter at anchor. 

My Aleutians pointed out to me a hillock on the shore, 
which they said^was the spot where the jurts for the crew stood ;. 
but at present no vestige o£ a human abode remained, except a 
decayed wooden cross, on which, with much difficulty, 1 deci- 
phered the following inscription : — " GapUiin Laweschew here 
passed the winter of 1768-9, with his ships.'* The proper and 
«iecurest entrance to Captains-haven, or bay, is at, the sotithern. 

ii^t of the istl'dtid of Amakuuk, ou iVs vv^xt ^\^^ .ix^tn >5ck% 
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•western l)ay or strait, Mhich is 200 fathoms wide, aud as 
vride again as the eastern. In the middle it is so deep, thut 
a line of 50 fathoms ssill not reach thq bottom. At its en^ < 
trance from the ocean, lies, on a gradually sloping shore, the 
village of Pestrakowo ; and on the left, adjoining the island 
•of Amaknak, is situated tiie isle of Uknodak; which is< not more 
tlian a mile in circuntference. The w^ter between these islands 
is from 7 to l6 fathoms deep, with a sandy bottom. 

It was late in the evening before I returned from the execution 
t)f my task to the village of Ilhiluk, where 1 found Doctor 
Merk, with several Aleutians from the neighbouring villages, 
assembled to await my arrival. I had received instructions to 
make particular enquiries concerning the improper conduct of 
some Rufsian hunters towards the islanders two years before^ 
From the accounts given to the governor, by Serjeant Builow, 
who accompanied the hunters for collecting the japak, it ap«> 
peared, that this spot had been the theatre of many oppressions. 
The Serjeant had resided M^th these people, aad taken down in 
liis day-book an account of their grievances,^ which, on his re- 
turn, he deUvered in to the commander. Accordingly, tlie 
governor-general of Irkutsk had commissioned Captain Billings 
to ascertain the facts. Having found all strictly true, I assured 
these islanders, that their oppressors would be sieverely punished 
for then* conduct, and used every exertion to convince them 
that our august empress wished for nothing so much as their 
happiness, having strictly prohibited every disorderly proceeding. 
This circumstance of the Russian hunters, reminds me of the 
following passage, in a Voyage published by Mr. Sauer, secre- 
tary to Captain Billings, where speaking of Captain Coxe, an 
Englishman, meeting with some Russian hunters, aud making 
some presents to the steersman PribylofF, he observes, in the 
l6th chap. ** Nothing in the world can astonish a Russian 
more than a disinterested liberality, or kindness, without some 
prospect of future benefit : greatness of soul is applied to every 
man who is just, and grants his servants some few indulgences ; 
every thing beyond this is called folly, and is sure to be imposed 
upon ; nor have they any sentiment of feeling, except it be ex- 
cited by blows. Taking this for the ruling character of the 
Russian hunters, it will be easy to conceive the astonishment of 
Pribyloff and his companions, at the liberality of Mr. Coxe/' 
From the unqualified terms in the beginning of this quo- 
tation, many might be led to judge harshly of the whole 
Russian nation. It is, however, evident from the context, that 
he means only to apply it to the hunters, which is, however, 
done in much too general a marmet. 'YVv^\^ ^\fe w^ ^qn^cx.^ 
both ia RassisL aud England, a\id «3\ o^^v Q.Q\v\^X\\^^^*>»SNiv- 
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diial8, particularly among the poorer classes, who are devoid 
of the finer feelings of exalted benevolence and generosityi 
and may be more easily affected by fear, than by honour or in- 
tegrity. Where then is the wonder, if such be also found 
among the Russian hunters, when we find them amoi^ those who 
call themselves philosophers. But notwithstanding ,all that has 
been said by different persons, to the discredit of this class of 
men, I cannot refrain from observing, that these hunters, who 
go out with merchantmen to the Eastern Ocean, are mostly per- 
sons who, from a state of affluence, are reduced by their own 
extravagance, or by unavoidable misfortunes, to the necessi^ df 
seeking a precarious living, at a distance from their former 
abode. Ochotsk is immensely remote from . Russia, and die 
travelling by land no less toilsome than that by sea from thence 
to America, which must be undertaken in vessels altogether un- 
fitted, either in bulk or tackhng, for such a distance, and de- 
void of every comfort and convenience ; whence it may be 
fairly concluded, that few, except persous in desperate or low 
circumstances, will offer their services, and that among such 
an assemblage of people many will be found to abiLse the 
power vested in their hands. The hunters with whom Serjeant 
fiuilow was in company, had selected one from among tnem- 
selves to be their leader, to whose orders they paid not the 
slightest deference. According to the account of the serjeant, 
these hunters compelled the islanders to procure beasts ancf skins 
for them, which they took without making any remuneration. 
This trade is, however, at present placed on a better footing ; 
some naval officers having undertaken the command of the 
vessels destined for America, from which we may naturally ex- 
pect the preservation of good order and discipline on the part 
of the Russians, and a renewal of confidence on that of the 
islanders : so that the trade will in future flourish on the sure 
basis of mutual interest. 

On the morning of the 9th of June, we left the haven^ 
and returning at noon to our baidars in the Beaver-bay, pur- 
sued our rout after dinner along the north-western shore of the 
bay towards the entrance. Having made almost three miles, 
we came to the gulf of Gamgck, directly opposite to Sper- 
kinVstrait. Our Aleutians informed us, that an English 
merchantman had anchored here the year before. The gulf 
penetrates a mile and half inwards. At the entrance, it is a 
mile broad, and in the middle 50 fathoms deep,^ but farther 
on it shallows to less than 5 fathoms, the bottom being muddy, 
with sand occasionally interspersed. About three miles from 
he gulf, we arrived at the villa^^e of UlacU\x^u\, situated on a 
lading of tbp shore, n^ar a stream NvViicU d^^ceu^'s lt«ynx ^^ 
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mountains : beyond this, the shore of the bay Tor three milea 
is coTered with cliffs, and terminates with projecting rocks. 

On the 10th, I concluded my sketch of the fieaver-bay, and 
returned to the Slawa Rossu, which I found nSady for sea, and 
only waitii^ a favourable wind. 

While we lay at anchor, we M'ere supplied by our Aleutians 
with a suflBciency of alock-fish and roaches for the whole crew. 
The hunters whom we had sent to the island Kekalga^ brought 
us also a variety of sea-fowl, and a particular sort of black- 
headed geese, which Dr. Merk called Coftadinn, On one of 
the cli£& which rises out of the water, at a small distance from 
land, they likewise killed a sea-lion : a creature so culled, as it 
seems, from the colour of their hair, and a sort of bushy mane 
on the necks of the males, which are nearly three feet long^ 
and at the breast proportionably stout, but from thence to the 
tail becoming gradually smaller and more pointed. The head 
is round and bearded ; and the nostrils extend very much whea 
they are irritated. They are found in troops on tlie islands of 
the Pacific Ocean, and have frequent contests together, about 
.their dens and females. They live on fish and amphibious 
animals. The people of Kamtschatka, who shoot them with 
arrows when they are asleep, cure their flesh <> and fat for food, 
and their skins either for clothii\g or covering their suow^ 
shoes. 

In the mean time, our priest baptized niuety-two islanders at 
their own request; but not understanding their languugUi ha 
could not properly instruct them in their new religion, into 
which they were initiated, by the simple ceremony of the sa- 
crament. 

For a whole week^ we were detained by nothing but cpo 
Irary winds. 

CHAP. II. 

JDEPARTUBE FROM UNALASCUKA FOit K ADJAK. ^^ l)fC« 
SCRIPTIOX OF THK ALEUTIAN ULANOS. — THE ULAMI 
OF KADJAK, ANU JTS INHABITANT*. 

V^N the 17th of June, 1 Hccompatiied Cuptniii liiljingu/ tn 
the village Utsclitiju;;, on the utliM' nuIa oi \\w OUi«|ti lm>| 
where the Kiissiiiii inlmbitunU Imd li(iitlt'ii iha ImfliM loi us, 
1\iey are the only persons Imving miuli bulliH, ^UwU ilit^y Iiuva 
constructed out ot subt«irMiMiuMfai cttvtiHi uiitl JiMutl uiiji mills 
one brick thick. 

Being iidormed by llit^ Ali£MUtu\tii \\\\\K \\ \\\\ ^\v)%\ ^\<i\wN\v* 
beyoud thin imy w« /ihaulU CMUiu Vi\ vW \\\ >A\\v\\ Va\is^\\\ 
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Cook had Iain with his vessels, we wished to have visited the 
s>pot^ ami had no sooner commenced our excursion, than we 
iliscovered our ship to he under sail, and were obliged to re- 
linquish our design. The wind and weather which had been so 
favourable, as to nuluee Captain Hall to weigh anchor in our ab» 
sence^ was very soon succeeded by a calm ; but by the help of 
a brisk gale which sprung up towards evening, we nnuiaged to 
get out of the bay by the «trait at which we entered. From 
Unalaschka we took with us two male Aleutians and one 
female. One of the former spoke VC17 good Russian, and 
both had been already on all the islands east of Unalaschka, 
and knew their names. At miduight a thick mist arose, which 
Jasted tiil seven in the morning, when the island Atrutan^ with 
its smoking crater, and the circumjacent islets, gradually opened 
to view. At ten o'clock, we discovered the conical summits 
of the island of Unimak, one of which, called Agagedan, is like- 
wise volcanic, and at that time emitted a thick smoke. The 
extreme point of another, called Chagyan^ appeared to have 
sunk in. 

In the afternoon, our view was intercepted by a thick mist. 
Notwithstanding, we pursued our' course towards the island of 
Sannach^ and found the depth at midnight to be 60 fiitfaom, 
and the bottom muddy ; but farther on the depth decreased, 
and the ground became alternately stony and sandy, intermingled 
with muscles. About five in the morning, we descried through 
the mist, in a straight line before our vessel, several masses of 
rock, projecting from the water, which we instantly evaded^ 
and bent our course towards Sannacfa, to the left of which we 
perceived the island of Akatuni, and a part of Unimak, lying op- 
posite to the Isanoskish strait. At the distance of two miles 
from Sannach, we perceived on its north-western side a ridge 
of mountains, rising one above' another, but, generally speak- 
ing, the shore of the^whole island appeared to be rather level. 
Its length w as about twelve miles. On the west side, reeh of 
rocks run for six miles into the sea, occasionally projecting, 
and containing, according to the account of the Aleutians, 
many otters. At no great distance from Sannach, lie three 
other small and level islands. Taking a north-eastern direction 
from thence, we proceeded straight to the Schumagin islands, 
and in our way thitlier passed a number of islands, of which 
eight on our left hand had names. The first, twelve miles 
north-north-east of Sannach, was Nainmak. To. the south- 
east of this lie a quantity of nameless islands, that are 
little more than masses of earth projecting out of the 
yiater. The second is called An\n\^k, oy \.\\^ Re\f\-deer island, 
Tt>/ij the number of wild rein-deer W\XVi -wVwii \x Sa ^^Ou^^ 



SINGULAR JIIVD9. IS 

It is six miles distant from the former, and in like manner sur- 
rounded by insular spots of earth. The third island, Lialuskich^ 
ties fourteen miles north-east of the Rein-deer island. The 
fouith, Agajanaksisch, is -situated only three miles north of the 
tliird^ the tifth north-west of the fourth, and the sixths Kujcd- 
dbch, two miles east of the fourth. The seventh islatid, Rita* 
gotach, lies three miles east-south-east; and the eighth, Una- 
tchocb, two miles north-east of the sixth. In the strait be- 
tween these two» latter, there is a pointed rock, that projects 
to a great height out of the water* This is, however^ less 
entitled to notice than the lofty volcanic mountain on the shore 
ef Alaksa> opposite to the island Unatchoch, tl'ie summit of 
which was torn off and hurled down with a tremendous 
crash, in an eruption in the year 1 786. 

On the ^Ist, we reached the Schuraagin islands^ so denomi- 
nated by Captain Bering, after the name of one of his sailors 
who was buried there. Tliey are thirteen in number, of wfaid^ 
Unga and Ilagia are distinguished by their size ; five others are 
«ealled Kagai, Saluluktussich, Nunak,. Tachkinaefa, and Kunu- 
Jutanany; the rest are nameless. Tliey are all mountainous^ 
9Xid lie close to each other, in lat. 5>® '2', anci long. 199^ 27'» 

In the afternoon, we saw several small baidars advancing^ 
from these islands towards our vessel, which they overtook,, 
althougn it sailed at the rate of four Italian miles an hour. On 
one of them was a Russian hunter, who, according to his 
ewn account, belonged to a merehantman, which was sent 
with eighty Aleutians to the Schumagin islands in pursuit of 
otters^ and was now anchoring in the Isonozkish strait. We 
lay to for three hours, while Mr. Billings made out an or« 
der for the master of the above-mentioned vessel. 

On the £4th, we were almost entirely becalmed. Fowl 
of various descriptions hovered over the sea, but particularly 
a sort of divers, which were to be seen in inmiense flocks* 
We shot one of them, but found its flesh more fat than savoury. 
This bird^ which is a native of the Frozen Ocean, is about the 
size of a common duck, with a white body, an ash-coloured 
back, bead, and neck, a- white and round tail, a cylindrical 
pale-green bill^ red legs, and webbed feet. It lives on the fat 
of dead whales, is very bold, and often lights on the vessels. 
We were surrounded likewise by a- number of cetacesy a species 
of whale, which leaves a fat behind it on the surface of the 
water, that is very acceptable to the mews and divers. Sea- 
lions and sea-bears darted out of the seu, very often near our 
ship. 

I'o wards the evening, we discovered, uoyUx-^-a^X. ^CiP ^ ^ \5^- 
lersblf large smd steep rock, suTroandnOL \)^ o^\fei^vo\v5 ^aow 
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projecting out of the water. It is said to be the abode of 
sea-lions* 

On the 25th we touched at the seven Eudokejuseh islands: 
tlie three first of which are called Abeksiuoi^ Saniidin, and Age* 
jeeh ; and the four last, which are much smaller, have no naaie. 
They are all hills, very contiguous to each other, and surrounded 
with reefs of rocks^ both visible and invisible. While in the 
strait between these islands, our course was arrested by a per* 
feet calm. We found ourselves in latitude 56° ICX, and lon- 
gitude 202^ 51', having 50 fathoms depth of water, and a 
white gravelly bottom. 

in the afternoon several Americans came in tlieir double and 
treble-seated baidars, on board our ship, accompamed by a 
Russian hunter, who, as he informed us, was sent with three 
islanders from Shebebow^ a village in Kadjak, to catch sea-lions 
and fowls. 

One of these Kadjakers, who attended this hunter, and appeared 
to be about forty years of age, differed altogether from the others> 
having the appearance of a female, with his nose punctured, and 
rings of pearl-enamel in his ears. We learnt from the hunter 
tliat diis man supplied the place of a wife to one of the islanders, 
and performed all the offices belonging to the female sex. 

The calm continuing, our ship was barely carried onward by 
the tide tlirough the strait. In the mean time Mr. Billings and 
the doctor went on shore, and shot some marine birds, which are 
very numerous on these uninhabited islands, because they are 
seldom or never disturbed by the inhabitants of the other islands. 
In the evening a gale sprung to the south-east, but we could not 
profit by it, because two of our hunters were not yet.returned 
from thq chase. On tlieir arrival the next morning, they said 
tlmt, from having extended their walk too far on the preceding 
evening, they had been obliged to sleep in the open air. We 
now unfurled our ^ails and steered for Kadjak. At noon- we 
found ourselves in latitude *5(i^ ^0', and longitude 203*^ 2l'. 
Soon after we descried, at a distance of 26 njiles towards the 
south-east, in latitude 56®, the ttat island of ElkanK)k. 

On the 27th we got sight of Kadjak. The wind, which had 
been favourable for two days, changed its quarter ; but notwith- 
standing Ave were enabled, by a gentle north brteze, gradually to 
approach the islands oH I'ugudock and Sitchinock, lying on the 
south-western point of Kadjak. During the whole night the 
wales swam around our ship, and perpetually occasioned, by their 
violent lashiug of the waves, a report very similar to that from tha 
discharge of a cannon. 

On the '2t>tii, several islanders came in their double-ses^ted 
lidars to our ship, without \)cl\d\*i\v*^ -uu^ ^^w\^Xc^\£a ^1 ^^jn. 
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They offered nothing to sale, but seon after returned to their 
habitations. In the mean time a favourable gale sprung up, by 
the aid of which Yr,e made . towards the south-western poin^ g£ 
Kadjak ; the depth of water decreased to 16 fathoms, the ground 
Uras sandy, and in some places gravelly. 

After passing the island of Tugudock at noon, we entered the 
strait between the south -westeri;i shore of Kadjak and the island 
Sichtunok. Close to the shore of Kadjak He four inlets in a line» 
the first and largest of which was Anajachtaiich, and the latter, 
which affords the view of a lofty mountain, is called Nasikach.- We 
bore round to the southern side, and put into the harbour of Erech 
Swatitely, north-north-west, between the inland Sachlidock and 
I^adjak, from whence the agent to the Russian merchant Scheie* 
chow's establishment came out to meet us. The strait, at its 
entrance, is four miles and a half broad ; its depth at first un- 
fathomable, afterwards 75 and 70 fathoms with a muddy bottom* 

On account of the calm that succeeded, we were obliged to 
hoist out the boats and tow our vessel ; but a brisk gale springing 
Vp fair for the harbour, we entered it after a little veering ; and 
tacking our ship, we moored it. The harbour of Erech Swatitely 
which is called by the inhabitants Manikaksak. 
. It lies on the left side of Kadjak, in the above-mentioned strait, 
ft the entrance of die very secure creek of Lachik. The harbour 
\a not large, being sheltered and formed by a neck of land jutting 
put of a mountain, and bending in an arch round the same moun* 
tain, by the creek of Lachik. At its mouth it is 60 fathoms 
broad, and from five to eight deep, but the depth in the middle 
goes to 12 fathoms. Its bottom is muddy, and it is one vcrst 
and a half in extent. 

Tpwards evening we went on shore and visited Schelechow*8 
factory, established on the southern side of the haven, along the 
shore. Ift consists of mud- walled huts, a store-house, and two 
jobas, built of alder-wood, which is transported in barges from the 
eastern side of the island. It is inhabited by Russian hunters^ 
who are under the inspection of a Delawa Greek. In one o( 
the huts we found several children of the inhabitants of tliis island^ 
who serve as hostages for the fidelity of their parents. They are 
treated very well, and not strictly confined, being permitted not 
9nly to see their parei^ts, but even to go to their homes occa- 
sionally for a short stay. The former are, however, obliged to 
provide them with food and every necessary. 

The island of Kadjak has been known to the Russians for thirty 
years. Schelechow has denominated tliis island Kycht^, wfaich^ 
in the language of the Kadjakers, designates every large island; 
I have, therefore, called it by the particular name which it has 
utceived from the inhabitants. In tVie ^eax Vl^ >i^^>2ra;^£ia^^»!' 

SARYTSCllEyr^ VOL. 1I.| C 
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Olotow ^vi1ltered here with the merchantman belonging to a 
trading company : in the year 17t)5, Bragin did the same ^k 
another ship, and in the year 1770^ the^ steersman Otscheredin. 
In the first expedition to Kamtschatka^ Captain Behring dis- 
covered this island on his return from America, and called its 
north-eastern cape Cape Hermogenes; Captain Cook called the , 
same Cape Greville; and the islands Tugudock and Sitchtu- 
nock, Trinity Islands. 

On the 30th we carried otfl* water-casks on shore^ and - ex- 
chani^ed our foul and stinking water for the fresh and pure liquid 
tliat tlowed in a gentle stream from the mountain. On the oppo- 
site shore we erected an astronomical tent, and close by it a com- 
mon kitchen. ' llie islanders flocked to us every day, as curious 
and wondering spectators, and particularly admired the extra- 
ordinary size of our vessel compared with their barges. They 
offered us nothing for sale, probably from a dread of the Russian 
hunters, who monopolize to themselves all they have to sell. 

Th^ inhabitants of the island of Kadjak, although in the 
neighbourhood of the other Aleutians, are notwithstanding widely 
different from the rest of their nation. They are much taller, 
have fat and depressed faces, and a language altogether different. 
Their clothing consists of a single robe of birds' skins sowed to- 
gether, without any decoration, and a little flattened hat of plaited 
roots. They cut off all their hair, except qne tuft on the crown, 
which they grease with fat, some likewise strewing it with a red 
powder, and in addition to that with the white flue of birds. 
One of them had pierced the gristle of his nose with a pointed 
bone, four inches long; and another had taken some corals to 
serve as a similar ornament. On particular holidays and festivals, 
they besmear their faces with various colours, marking them with 
hues and divisions of black, white, and red, according to. their 
several tastes. Their baidars, or principal canoes, are double 
the size of those of the Aleutians, but much shorter, being com- 
monly double-seated, and often only single-seated, with a short 
oar, like a shovel. 1 have not seen their habitations, as there 
were none in the vicinity of our harbour ; but, according to 
Captain Billings and the doctor's account, who, on an excursion 
to Sachlidok, saw several of tbem, they resemble those of the 
Aleutians. The niTmber of inhabitants on Kadjak, and the 
circumjacent islands, Aphognak, Sachlidok, Schujech, Tugidok, 
and Sichtunok, is computed by Delarow at three tliousand. 

On the 3d of July, I sat oft' very early in the morning to 
take the Bay of Laclick. it commences at the haven of the 
Three Fathers, where it is a mile in breadtli, and penetrating 
about three miles uud a half into the interior of Kadjak, in the 
iJn^tion of north uud north- we»X} and 'dixev^n^^^ Xycoi^JKi^v^. 
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soutb-westy and terminating at the distance of two miles. Its 
imier shore is divided into two sandy curves, which ai-e occupied 
bj two brooks of pure sweet water, flowing from the contiguous 
mountains. From its entrance to its bendrng, it has 55, 60, and 
60 fathoms water, from thence to the interior 45, 40, and 30 
fathoms on a muddy bottom. Close by the shore the depth 
diminishes to seven fathoms, and the b<]^om has a mixture of 
sand and gravel. The shore of the bay is every where moun- 
tainous, and occasionally steep. No wood is visible, except 
near the brooks, and a few alder-shrubs in the nooks of the 
mountains. I returned to the ship from this excursion very 
late in the evenii^. 

On the 6th, we made every preparation for resuming our 
voyage, providing ourselves with every necessary, filling our casks 
'with fresh water, and removing our kitchen and astronomical 
observatory from land. By observations during our stay, we 
found the northern latitude of this place to be 57^ 12', and the 
longitude, according to the distance of the moon and sun, 
203° 47' from Greenwich. The .declination of the needle was 
calculated by the azimuth at 26^. The height of the tide 
^as observed to be three or four feet^ and its average time 
of commencement at a quarter before twelve. 

The inspector Delarow gave us two interpreters, one of 
which was a Kadjaker, the. other an American, from the shores 
of the Cape St. Elias ; both spoke good Russian. 

On Delarow's turning that we intended to steer for Ke- 
naiskishBay, he begged to accompany Captain Billings thither, 
for he had there an Artell of Russian hunters, from whom he 
had received intelligence that a Spanish three-masted vessel 
of war was arrived, and lay at anchor off Cape Elizabeth. 
An Artell signifies a company of men among the lower ranks, 
who are united for some common trade or occupation. 

CHAP. III. 



DEPABTURE FROM KADJAK FOR THE SCHUGAT8KI8U 
BAY, WITH AN ACCOUNT OF SUCCEEDING EVENTS. . 

\Jn the 6th of July, wo cleared out of the harbour, and got 
mider sail, bearing away for the south-eastern cupe of the 
island Sachlidok, beyond which a rock separated from it ut (ho 
distance of a verst rises out of the sea. On the 7th| we stood 
off to the north of Kudjak, and found its shores very moun- 
tainous and ^ivoody ; likewise pusscd many creeks that penetrated 
into the different islands, and ailbrdedi according to Delurow a 
assurance, very conveuiunt statioui tot \x\tf:\\wv\\^* \^^ ^^\^ 

c * 
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aow ill altitude of 57^ %5\ lind alougitnde of 207* \b\ at 
a distance of fifteen miles from the north-eastern cape of 
Kadjaky marked on the English maps by the name of Cape 
Greville, thirteen miles more to the- south. CommodcHre 
Behring saw it on his return from Cape St. Elias^ and called 
it St. Hermogenes ; the Russian hunters call it Jeloargi, or 
the fir-mountains^ from its quantity of wood. 

On the 8th, we came within sight of the small ialand of 
£wrawirtschig, which is two miles distant from Aphc^nak. 
We were then in latitude 58^ 10', and longitude 901^ 45', the 
^bove island being 55^, to the north-west, about ten miles 
from us. Captain Cook entitled this St. Hermogen^s, and 
fixed its position fifteen miles more southward ; from whence 
we should conclude, that a thick mist had given rise to thi^ 
error in his calculation of the latitude. 

Towards evening we descried the islets lying at the month of 
the Kenaiskish bay, or in Cook's River, and at a distance Cape 
£lizabeth. The approaching night, and contrary winds, pre* 
Tented us from going nearer, and afterwards being driven by the 
tide far towards the east, a thick mist continued to intercept 
our View. 

On the 12th the fog dispersed, and we discovered at a 
distance of five miles northward, the mountainous shore of 
America. We soon after saw two Americans, rowing a|> to u^ 
in a single-seated baidar. Before they got up to our ship, they 
made a stop, and extending their arms, repeated the word 
Call ! call ! We invited them by our interpreter to come on 
board, but they appeared to be long irresolute ; and when in-* 
duced by our repeated assurances to ventm*e, they complied with 
manifest signs of apprehension. 

From these Americans, we learned, that the bay ahead of us 
was called Nuka, and the cape that presented itself on its 
eastern side, belonged to an island, which was separated firom 
the main land only by a strait. They added, moreover, that in 
this bay were several of an inferior size, with sandy bottoms, 
which furnished good stations for shipping. Thefir habitations 
lay ill one of these havens, to which they invited us with much 
cordiality. Captain Billings ordered the ship to tack, and 
f)ut into the bay, after which we bore up to the island in 
question, passing a rock to the left that was about two miles 
distant from it. On arriving at the bay, Captain Billings found 
it most prudent not to advance. We accordingly tacked about 
again, and soon gained the open sea, In the mean time, the 
Americans left us. 

JSuka bay is seven miles and a half broad at its entrance. It 
pxtends pipe miles in lengthy having mo\sxv\:i)[\ti^>3A vc^ >i«vtf^^ 
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shores. In the interior shore of the bay^ we found in the cleft 
of a mountauiy snow or ice, so high as almost to reach above 
the tops of the trees. 

In the morning of the iSth^ we were perfectly becalmed. 
Delarow now seeing it impossible for us to run into Kenaiskish 
Bay^ left us, and rowed with his treble-seated baidar to Cape 
St. Elizabeth. At noon^ we found ourselves in 59^ 17' latitude, 
and 209^ ^' longitude^ Nuka bay being then nine miles distant 
from us north-north-w^t. 

To the lOth, we were carried backward and forward with a 
gentle wind, or an entire calm, by the tide, along the shore of 
America ; after which a soutliern gale sprung up, and ena- 
bled us to direct our course to Schugatskish Bay, called by the 
£nglisb Prince William's Strait. I'he wind in the mean time 
veered to the south-west, and afterwards to direct west. 

On the I7tb towards noon, M'e made up to the island of , 
Tschukli, called Montague by Captain Cook, the southern 
point of which was then about two miles and a half from 
us. After passing that point, we turned to the north, and 
ran along the eastern side of Tschukli. The island is moun- 
tainous^ and occasionally woody. Opposite to the middle of 
its eastern shore, we saw at a distance of two miles, five 
rocks or small islets, iu a line one behind the other. Close 
by these rocks, we were perfectly becalmed, in a depth of 
45 fathoms water, and a bottom full of gravel and shells. 

On the 16th, ^^e bore with a south-east wind to the north, 
along the island of Tschukli. 

On the 19th, we found ourselves in 6° 2' latitude, and 
SI 4° 9' longitude, at which time the north-western point of 
Tschukli^ was ten miles and a half distant from us to the 
north-west; and the projecthig rocks at the entrance of 
Schugatskish Bay, three miles and a half to the north-east. 
The latter are the abode of sea-lions in abundance. 

In the afternoon, we were visited here by two Americans, 
who, in like manner, made a stop at some distance, and ex- 
tending their arms, cried Call! call! No persuasions of our 
interpreters could induce them to do more than come along our 
ship's side. We gave them some glass beads, with which they 
immediately departed, promising to return with more of their 
companions. 

Towards evening we ran into the mouth of the bay Nuts- 
chek, lying to the right at the entrance of Schugatskish Bay, 
opposite to the northern point of Tschukli. We cast anchor 
immediately at the eritrance seven fathoms deep, in a sandy 
bottom, at three cables' distance from the shore, op!^&\te. <.<^ *^ 
spring gushing out from the clett o£ «l xocVl, Itom v^V^eaK.^ n^^t 
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conid conveniently fill our casks. We found the whole shore, 
and the contiguous mountains, overgrown with birch and alder- 
shnibs^ and a particular sort of tree resembling a fir. 

Earlj on the morning of the 20th, some Americans came 
on board our ship, and formed an acquaintance with us. The 
following days they came in greater numbers, offering us pieces 
of otters' skin, arrows, and wooden house-utensils, for which 
they particularly preferred taking small blue glass beads in ex- 
change. In their traffic they often used the words amico and 
plenty, which they had learned from other vessels, that must, 
of course have been Spanish and English. 

The Americans of this part are of a middle size, and a 
brown complexion, with black, straight, and bristly hair, being 
upon the whole very similar to the Aleutians. Their whole 
dress consists of a vest of birds' skins, and their hats are of 
platted roots, like those of the Kadjakers. Some have their 
under li(S cut through an inch and half deep, and parallel with 
the mouth, wearing in the cavity little plates of green jasper, 
three quarters of an inch broad, and tvco inches three fourths 
long. ITieir baidars are double or single-seated like those of 
Kadjak. We did not see their habitations, there being none in 
our vicinity. Our guests also informed us, that they lived at a 
great distance. 

On the 21st, Captain Billings announced to us, that agree* 
ably to her Imperial Majesty's most gracious ukase, he was pro- 
moted to a captain of the first rank, as soon as he was arrived 
with the ship ' entrusted to him at Cape St. Elias ; and as he- 
bad reached that cape, according to the maps given him by 
the Board of Admiralty, he now assumed that rank. 

On the 22cl, I received a written order from him, to navigate 
the interior of Schugatskish Bay, in order to survey the shores, 
and ascertain whether they belong to the continent, or an 
inland. 

One of the Americans agreeing to accompany me in his 
baidar, and tell me the name of the islands and brooks, I treated 
hini with great kindness, made him presents of enamel and 
beads, invited him to my cabin, and treated him with tea, 
which he liked very much, on account of its sweetness. But 
•after he had drank his tea, he concealed the cup under hia 
clotlio.s, avul waiittd to take his leave. I demanded it back, 
with the assurance, that I could not possibly spare it ; upon 
which iie returned it, declaring that he thought it had been 
given 111 in as a present with the tea. It is in general worthy of 
observation, that the inhabitants of these parts have a violent 
propensity to tliel't. A dr passed m which something 

M*/5 not i>to\en from us^ Je. Many times they tore 
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out of one's hand wliat struck their fancy, and instantly 
made their escape to the shore. As an American was once 
conversing very familiarly with one of our hunters, lie all on a 
sudden snatched his cap from his head, and springing into bis 
baidar, was making off in all haste to the shore, when he was 
overtaken, and obliged to restore the pimider. Another plucked 
the scissars out of our taylor's hand, and made his escape. Our 
sailors, however, treated these savage people with great civility, 
and conducted themselves so peaceably, that only one difference 
arose, which was however quickly settled. An ArteU of sailors 
had invited an American to dine with them on buck-wheat 
grits, of which he took a spoonful in his mouth, and swallowed 
a little, but as he did not like it, he spit out the remainder into 
the common dish. At this the sailors were highly provoked, 
and in the heat of their anger, were going to deal their blows 
upon the poor wretch ; but on hearing the noise, we hastened 
to the spot, and delivered him from the assailants. He him- 
self, however, was all th^ time at a loss to conceive the cause 
of their anger, and requested an explanation; which was no 
sooner given him, by observing, that he had made the mess 
unpalatable to the rest, than he in his turn was no less 
offended at the indignity offered him, assuring them that his 
mouth was not unclean, and that none of his countrymen would 
have objected to eat after him. 

On the SSd, I set off on my excursion, having an inspector 
of the mines with me, to collect natural curiosities, sixteen 
men for miy crew, and one of the Kadjak interpreters. At 
first, we passed the bay of Nutschek, which is about two miles 
broad, having in its centre three lofty rocks rising out of the 
water. 

From the bay of Nutschek, the shore winds for eleven miles 
towards the north, and then turns to the east. We continually 
kept close to the land, and found it, for the first four miles, 
mountainous and steep, but farther on more woody and more 
level. Here we were overtaken by four baidars with six Ameri- 
cans, who continued as our guides until evening. On our look- 
ing out for a station for the night, they advised me to go on as 
far as the mouth of the brook, which we found* abounded greatly 
in fish ; but as 1 would not follow their advice, they left us, and 
pursued their own course. We. took up our night*» abode in a 
little creek, and after going on shore to prepare and eat our 
iood, we returned to our bark^ hauled it off a little from land, 
and lying-to with a small anchor, kept a watch all night, to pre- 
vent being surprized by any unexpected attack of the savages. 

The next morning I pursued my course, and soon passed the 
brook, to which the Americans bad, the «N^miv^Vi^'vcv\^) yoh^^ 
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me. On the shore stopd a cross with a Latin inscription^ Himilar 
to what is found on catholic crosses. After making sixteen miiesi 
we bore away to the right, for a bay which was two miles broad. 
The shore on both sides was at first level, and afterwards rose 
into inconsiderable mountains. 

Towards noon we were met by eight double-seated baidars 
with Americans, among whom were some of our acquaintances, 
whom we had already seen in our ship. They had been on the 
chace after others, and told me, that the waters in which we 
were sailing, which we had taken for a bay, was only a narrow 
strait that leads into the open sea, but scarcely passable with their 
small baidars. Tliey mentioned to us, likewise, a small island 
on the left side of the shore, which was, in like manner, sepa- 
rated from the continent by a narrow strait. Both we and the 
Americans landed on this island to prepare our dinner. They 
hauled their baidars on shore, and took out a young female otter 
which they had just killed, and two young otters, for which I gave 
them ;$ome enamel and beads. In the mean time, my dinner 
being dressed for me, our new companions flocked around it 
with eager curiosity. 1 invited them to partake of the meal, 
which they joyfully accepted, and discovered so much civility on 
the occasion, that I was occupied more with observing their 
movements than with eating. On the other hand, they were 
not deficient in hospitality, but invited me, in their turn, to par* 
take of some boiled otter Vflesh, which they had just prepatred. 
A keen appetite, and a rather savory smell, induced me to accept 
the offer. When hot, the flesh had an agreeable flavour, very fd- 
milar to tliat of a sucking pig ; but when cold, it leaves a stroi^ 
taste of sea-weeds in the mouth. 

After dinner we parted from our friendly Americans, and bent 
our course up the strait ; but a thick mist coming on, we kept 
close to the left shore. Two hours after, the mist dispersed, and 
left both the right shore and the sea open to our view. I now 
steered in an oblique direction across the bay, in order to mea- 
sure it, and found its depth 2J, Q, and 1 J fathoms ; its bottom 
sandy, and its breadth 1| mile. It was then high water, but 
fearing lest 1 should be stranded on the return of the ebb, I 
tacked about in the evening, and arrived before break of day 
the next morning in. Shakutskish Bay. I would fain have ex- 
amined the whole bay, but the want of provisions, and still 
greater want of time (being limited by my captain to only four 
days longer), obliged me to relinquish a farther examination, and 
commence my voyage back towards Elava. 

On the 25th, we spent the last night at the distance of 6^ 

^niles from Nutschek, when we met-w ith some families of Ame- 

:aos close by .the shore of l\ie »ea. "Soisi^i o^ ^«^s^Vvi^4 m 
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hula of boards fixed together ; others under large leathern 
baidars, placed in an inverted position. As they saw us ap- 
proach, they made their usual movement of extending their arais> 
and crying Cali! calil No sooner had I stepped on shore, than 
one of them came up to me, and laid his cheek on mine. This 
man was considerably taller than the rest, and had his face 
dyed with a black colour. The interpreter told me, that he and 
another standing close by him, were the Troies, or elders in their 
tribes. It was manifest, that they had not at first a complete 
confidence in us ; but I addressed them kindly, and assured them> 
that, so' far from offending them, we wished to be on the most 
friendly terms with them. They now pointed to the sun, which 
was meant to signify that they had no evil intentions : •' You be 
as good to us," said they, '* and conduct yourselves better than 
those who formerly came here with their ships to our shore, and 
why should we then quarrel with you ?" I wished much to know 
of what nation these ships were, but they were unable to give 
me any information of this kind, only saying, that two and three 
masted ships^ arrived here yearly, and that in this year two had 
]ain in Kenaiskish bay. It then occurred to me to enquire 
about Commodore Behring : whether they remembered any thing 
of a vessel which must have been the first that they had ever seen 
on their shores ? I wished to learn the anchoring station of this 
navigator, but doubted very much whether Tschukli were the 
island, which he denominates the Cape of St. Elias, as this was 
marked in the charts delivered to us by the board of admiralty. 
One of the. Americans then actually told us, that his father had 
related to him something of this ship ; which, however, had not 
landed at Tschukli, but at the island of Kadjak, that lay about 
two days' sail to the east of this place, and was actually )*e- 
sorted to in the summer by the Americans, who went in pursuit 
of otters. The crew of this ship went on shore, and left them 
some knives^ and beads. * 

A few yeats after another and larger ship arrived there, which 
was stranded on the island of Tschukli, and not a single man of 
the whole crew was saved. Towards evening the Troies brought 
me two small boards, four feet long, two feet broad, and half 
an inch thick, and begged me to accept them as a token of friend- 
ship. I presented them each in return with a looking-glass, a 
knife, and some beads, which they very joyfully accepted, warn- 
ing us to take particular care of our things, and be on our guard 
against some of their countrymen, who had a strong propensity 
to rob us. The very next morning we experienced but too fully 
the pVoprietyof the caution ; for. notwithstanding all our vigilance, 
an American drew a jacket from under ouv ata^vsw^^vw^ ksA %5^ 
dexterously, t/iat though the bo^ was\AoX^W^\\\%/ " -\\NSiX'^si^ 
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slightest suspicion of what was passing. The thief changed his 
dress, besmeared his head and face with a red dye, and came 
with his companions to us again as usual ; but his knavery did 
not remain long Undetected :' for no sooner wa» the affair made 
known to the Troies, than the perpetrator was discovered, ant 
obliged to deliver up the stolen article. lie brought it himself, 
and giving it to the lad, advised him with a smile, to take more 
<;are of his thmgs in future. 

My sailors observing to me, that they had noticed a smoke 
rising at a distance, 1 enquired of the inhabitants the cause, 
and learned, that it issued from their dwellings. Upon this, 1 
felt a desire of visiting what [ supposed to be their winter-ha- 
bitations, and requested them to conduct me thither. They 
willingly complied with oiy request, and 1 set off in tb^ 
baidar, accompanied by my interpreter. Running first up a 
rivulet, we crossed a lake that was about five versts in ex- 
tent, not very deep, and overgrown with sea-weed* We landed 
on the other side, not far from the mouth of the brook ; but in- 
stead of winter habitations, we only found a few inverted 
baidars, and a hut made of planks set together, in which some 
women were livhig with their children. They had taken up 
their abode here, for the purpose >f fishing : the moutfi of the 
brook abounding with all sorts of fish, particularly one called the 
hump-backed salmon. This is a fish of the salmon species, 
about a foot and half long, having a small head, a sharp nosi^ 
and from whence a hook projects, small teeth in the jaw^ 
a bluish back full of round blackish spots, a blue* tail, singularly 
turned up, and white flesh. It receives its name from a lai^e 
hump which grows on the back of the males, when they are 
lean. They abound in the lakes and rivers of Kamtschatka, 
from July to the middle of October. 

This brook is so shallow, that the dorsal fins of the fish 
going against the stream, almost perpetually rise above the 
water; and we witnessed a dog seizing the fish with the greatest 
facility, and dragging them with his teeth to the shore. 

The women had on old vests of otters' skins, and their hair 
was tied up in a knot on the crown of their heads ; but their 
faces were not so disfigured as among the Aleutians. After 
making them some presents of enamelled articles, beads, and 
needles, I returned to my bark. 

At noon, I took my leave of the Troies, with thanks for 
their civility and assurances of our friendship ; alter which^ I 
departed, and reached Slawa in the evening. 

During the whole of our voyage, 1 had great apprehensions 
of an attack from the Americans, aud fw \W. rea&oti had uni- 
formly adopted the precaution bef ore-meuXvwifc^, qI ^^^^cd^^^ 
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m cKgtmGe from die shore, and of havii^ one perMQ to keep 
watch all night. To this precaution^ which then appeared su» 
perfluous to my corapanious, we were most probably indebted 
for the preservation of our lives. A rude people, who know of 
JM> moral feeling to check tlieir inclinations, will follow the inn 
pulse of the moment, iike the brutes, and from a trivial motive, 
iwill sacrifice the lives of others, when they impede the indul- 
gence of their wishes. We were in great danger of havii^^ 
evinced the truth of this remark, by a melanclioly example. 
The savages had learned from our interpreter, that 1 had much 
hardware and beads with me, which awakened in them the irre* 
sistible desire of getting possession of these treasures: as k 
appeared, however, impossible to steal them, they took thd 
resolution of murdering us all on a convenient opportunity. 
They Consulted with our interpreter, promising liim his liberty, 
and their assistance in conducting him back to his country, 
and at the same time threatening him with die most dreaillul 
punishment, if he should make the least discovery. Nor did 
lie in fact tell me any thing of the plot, until some time alWr, 
Their conspiracy was the first time to have been executed oil 
the first day of our leaving the vessel ; for tliat reason ihey ad* 
vised me When I halted for the night, to go up further towardi 
the fishing brook, thinking that that would be a* more convenient 
place for them to effect their purpose ; as had already 
been the case with some Spaniards, who, according to tlieir 
own account, rely'mg on their sincerity, had been so imprudent 
as to extend their rambles without any precaution. The second 
time they took the resolution of surprising us^ was when we went 
on the shore of the strait to take our dinner. For this pur- 
pose, a party of them, te the number of more thon twenty, 
continued sailing about our bark. They were in eiglit double- 
seated baidars, two in each, sitting in their proper places, uud 
the third lying at the bottom. The better to tonceui their de^ 
sign, they affected great civility, and expressed an eager desire 
to do us 'some service ; while, watching tlM opportunity of our 
going on shore, they intended to curry off tim bark, und thus 
get us completely into their powt^r. Uut tiiidiuiK themjielNts 
frustrated in this expectation, tliey be^[iiii to throw off the iimuk, 
and offer our sailors many open iuNults. 1 imw i^oinnuuiiled 
my men on the one Imtid to avoid evary PMU^e of «)Uinrel, and 
treat them with civility, while on tho other huiul, I 4»uva 
tomspire them with terror, by letting i\m\\ vee \\\^ t^ffti^ t of 
our fire-arms. 1 accordingly desirt^d um of out hiUUt^rx tii (ii'd 
among a Hock of mews» ^n tht«y m^w ntiN^iMts i m^ ItP ^mi liiimtrly 
hit one of tliem, and broHKht it to iW iVUWWvU *W'iHv>:\>^^ 
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with \vonder and curiosity^ enquiring where the arrow was with 
which it had been struck. The interpreter^ at my desire^ then 
explained to them the nature of our guns; and in order to render 
it still more intelligible, I had a ball shot through a post, 
which excited their amazement to that degree, that they con- 
tinued for some time fixed in thoughtful contemplation. In 
the mean time^ we had all our things brought back to the 
bark, and, putting off from the shore, sailed away. 

Both parties of Americans were composed of stout young 
people, who were all of an age to undertake any dariii:^ enter- 
prize of this kind. Let it not, however, be snpposeJ firom 
this circumstance, that all the natives are equally treacherous. 
The Americans with whom we spent the preceding night, con- 
ducted themselves with great openness, fairness, and civility; 
and although they had the most favourable opportunity of 
overpowering me and my companion, who'.w'ere amidst them 
unguarded and unarmed, yet 1 never discovered any incliuation 
in tl.em to offend or injure. I also granted them my confi- 
dence, because they were for the most part men of respecta- 
ble appearance, and advanced in years. 

On the £7th, I returned to the ship, which I found still 
unprepared for pursuing its voyage. They were still cutting 
wood, and filling the water-butts. From the wood opposite 
to where we 4ay, they had cut a stock of poles, apara, and 
yards, and also some trunks of American firs, which in ap- 
pearance are very similar to our own, but excel even the 
larch in strength and solidity; being likewise of a sufficient 
size for tolerably large vessels. 

The An)ericans did not provide us with fresh fish, but we 
managed, by means of our own nets, to lay in a stock for our* 
selves of the hump-backed salmon, and other smaller fi^^h. 

CHAP. IV. 



DEPARTURE FROM SCHUGATSKISH BAY TO THE EAST 
OF THE ISLAND OF KADJAK, AND RETURN THENCE 

TO KAMTSCHATKA. AKRi^AL AND WINTERING IN 

THE HARBOUR OF PETROPAULOUSK. 

V-/N the SOth of July we weighed anchor, and put to sea. 

Towards noon we were in the middle of the strait, between 

the bay of Nutschek and the island Tschukli, in latitude 
,60° 16' 49", and longitude 218° (2'. 

Till the 3d of August we stood to the east, keeping in close 

wiffe the shore, which appeared to be s^wd-^ aud kvel, but 
bucked at a distapce by some uvouulai\^». lu i^ moiWAssuil^^^ 
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saw three islands ahead of us, one of whicli was called Kadjak, 
or according to Cook, Kay. It is mountainous and woody, 
standing out beyond the other contiguous islands, stretching 
in length from north-east to south-west, and having on the 
latter side a particularly remarkable mountain that declines to 
the sea, with a steep declivity, which is so white, as to be 
hardly distinguishable from snow. On the southern side only 
it appears so steep ; but on the eastern and western, almost 
entirely level. At some distance we perceived a lofty kekur, 
or pyramidal stone pillar, rising above the water ; and on 
the shore we descried, among the ridge of mountains, one re- 
niarkably lofty, and coveipd with eternal snow, to which Captain 
Cook gave the name of Cape St. Elias. This then was the 
place to search for the cape, denominated by Commodore 
iiehiring, the Cape St. £lias, for the position of the island 
Kadjak, its kekur, its lofty mountain, or crater; and the coinci- 
dence of the latitude with that mentioned in Behring*s journal^ 
evince that the first ship which the Americans spoke of to us, as 
having been seen by their fathers at that island, was Behring's ship. 
Ou2^ stock of sea provisions at this time ran very low, and as 
we had now no prospect of recruiting it any where, but in the 
harbour of Petropaulousk, it was unai^imously resolved to bend 
our course back to Kamtschatka, which was a voyage of not 
less than two months. Here we expected to find the necessary 
supplies provided for us, from Ochotsk, during the summer. 
Had it, however, been contrived for the provisions to have been 
sent us to the island of Kadjak, or Schugatskish Bay, our re- 
turn to Kamtschatka for the winter, would have been rendered 
superfluous, and our time might ,have been usefully employed, 
in surveying the southern shores of America, and returning in 
March again to the north. 

Captain Billings resolved on an immediate and direct return 
to Kamtschatka, without stopping any where, which was in fact 
rendered necessary by a want of water and biscuit ; on which 
account our people were kept to half allowauce. Thinking 
ourselves however, on the 29th, in the neighbourhood of Una- 
Jaschka, Captain Billings consulted with the ofiicers, whether 
we should touch at that place to take iti fresh water ; upon 
which it was agreed, that, from the lateness of the season, it 
was most advisable not to lose any time in hastening to Petro- 
paulousk. We were indeed bound by our promise to restore the 
Aleutians, whom we had taken with us as interpreters from 
Unulaschka, to their homes ; and, flattered with this expectation, 
they were perfectly contented, until they found we were bei 
ing our course direct to Kamtschatka.) viVvew vWw ^'«^>s^< 
WAS changed into the most pov^wmX d^ Vw^^vi, 
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operate affliction^ one of them cut his throat ; but the woondi 
lihich was not mortal, was quickly healed by our surgeon : how« 
ever, the man died soon after our •arrival at Kamtschatka* 

On tlie SOth, we discovered, in gloomy weather, to the north- 
west half-west, some land with two mountains^ which was, 
however, soon intercepted from our view by the mist. Tlie 
two following days we changed our longitude 1 J degree westerlyi 
but cofitinued in Uie same latitude, and saw on the Ist of Sep- 
cember, the same land afresh to north-east 6s^* Many more 
sea-birds than usual now made their appearance^ and amoi^ 
them Urilas, which according to the general observation of 
navigators, are a sign of land being ne^r. At this time we ob» 
served the latitude to be 53^, and calculated the longitude at 
190^2'; but afterwards, having an opportunity of rectify^ 
ing our observations, by the distance of the nioon from 'tha 
sun, we discovered that we were then seven degrees more to 
the east. According to this latitude and longitude, we con* 
eluded that this land could be none of the islands known to us, 
and of course must be some new island. 

In my opinion, there are, both north and south of the Inown 
cluster of Aleutian islands, others hitherto undiscovered, whick 
appears corroborated by the otters, lions, and other marine animals, 
passing the Aleutian islands, in the month of July, from the 
south to the north ; and afterwards returning in October, from 
north to south : whence we may conclude, that they spend 
the summer in this cluster to the north, and the winter in the 
one yet unknown to the south The northern cannot, however^ 
be situated farther than the 60th degree, nor the southern beyond 
the 45th, for between these degrees only are otters and sea-lions 
to be found. 

On the 4th of September, in the afternoon, a violent squafl 
split our top and foremast and bowsprit, which we repaired on 
the following day. Sincie our departure from America, we had 
continual contrary winds, and }yem^ almost always obliged to 
deep to windward, we had not been able to make more than 
half our way in fifty-two days. Petropaulousk being still at a 
considerable distance, we found greater economy necessary, 
having only twenty tuns of water remaining. All in the ships, 
both officers and men, now received only a pint a day ; and ifl 
order not to provoke our thirst, we abstained from salt-meat, 
and lived entirely on boiled peas. 

On the 24th, we discovered in the morning to north half- 
west, the lofty snow-covered mountains of the island of Tanaga, 
and towards the north, the lofty crater of the island of Gorelin, 
miles distant from us. The next dvj vre %ot si^ht of the 

/ and almost level island Am^ttj^oaVL, vj^O[i >«^ ^\ \^ 



tttifes distance. We found our latitude then to be ^O*" 43* ; our 
longitude 169^ .S&; and the inclination of the needle 11<> 19' 
eiuderiy. 

On the 5th of October we were enabled to rectify our obser* 
vationi by the distance of the moon from the sun, and fixed our 
longitude it l67^ lO; whence we perceived that we had 
calculated 11^ 16' too far forwarcb. The error arose since our 
departure from Schugatskish Bay^ as the tide of the sea was 
unknown to us, mnd we had much contrary wind, being mostly 
vest, but sometiMts inclining to the south, or south-east. — 
We had a complete cast wind only once from the second of 
, October, for forty-eight hours in succession, and never north 
or north-east wind. At the same time we made the obNei*va- 
tion that ^ith north-west west ; and south-west wind, the at- 
mosphere was not thick but overottt, and that south-east, south, 
and east winds, on the contrary, ahvays brought rain and mist. 

On the 6th of October we had Only eight ten and a half of 
^ater, and a voyage of 350 miles to the harbour of Petropau- 
Jousk ; on which account our allowance was agaiu diminished 
to eight small glasses a man daily, for cooking and drinking. 
Some bore this deprivation with perfect patience, but many 
were, dreadfully tormented with thirst. They often took blood 
into their mouths iu order to alleviate their sufferings. Nothing 
could equal the joy which the appearance of rain occasioned, 
nor the eagerness with which every one strove to catch it. Every 
change of weather, howev^ trivial, was watched with the ut- 
most inquietude ; if it was favourable, the hopes of all were 
flattered with speedily reaching the harbour, and the hours were 
calculated which the ship would require, at the given rate, to 
complete die voyage ; but a contrary breeze would as quickly 
disperse all our hopes and calculations, and cloud every cocm- 
lenance with die sadness of despair. At length, after four days 
veering and tossing about, we approached the shores of Kamt- 
flchatka, and, with indescribable delight, we perceived, on the 
lOdi, the Shipunish promontory, and the lofty crater of Wiirii^h- 
ninish. We were not able to get into tiie Awatscha bay before 
die i5tb, and not into die harbour till after midnight, wlien W9 
laid our vessel to, in dbe very spot where it had lain die preced- 
ing year. 

Our joy at having thus happily terminated our f>eculiaf voy* 
^e, may be better conceived thau described. Our water uas ai 
ready reduced to the lowest ebb, and had contrary wind*i dc* 
tained us but another twenty-four hours, our sttuutiou would 
have been iameutable in die extreme. It is ratlier surprining, 
that with all our deprivations wc remained . «k\\^ t^^\^- 

MJeoced oq ill cuutequeuces whalever. Y ^v^ 
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fresh water which came within our Teach with the utmost 
avidity, and certainly found it the sweetest beverage we had ever 
enjoyed in our lives, [n a couple of days our whole crew was 
removed on shore, and quartered in the old jurts we had built 
for ourselves. Wc unrigged the ship, and brought all our 
stores into the magazuie. We found the galliot already there, 
which had been sent from Ochotsk with provisions for us, and 
had also brought that part of the Dobroe Namereni's crew, 
which had been left behind. 

To the close of October the weather remained fine, but 
was succeeded by rain and cold. In order to guard the 
stores collected at the fortress of Bolscherezsk, and to make 
room for us in our narrow dwellings, thirty -four men were sent 
thither for the winter. 

In the preceding winter, Captain Billings had had the plan 
of building a new cutter to accompany the Slawa Kossii in the 
river Kamtschatka ; and for that purpose had dis|>atched a car- 
penter and several other labourers to the town of Nishue Kamt« 
schatsk. The command of this vessel devolving on Captain 
Hall by right of seniority, 'he setoff on the l6th of 'December, 
in order to inspect its construction. The necessary materials 
and t ackling were sent after him on sledges, drawn by 
dogs. 

We accompanied Captain Hall, and truly envied him his oc- 
cupation, while M'e were obliged to drag through four winter 
months in total idleness. In order, however, to get rid of our 
time, Mr. Billings, IVIr. Behring, and 1, travelled, at the close 
of December, to Bolscherezsk, where the latter and I staid 
only foui teen days ; but Captain Billings still longer. On our. 
return, we were overtaken by a "severe frost among the moun- 
tains which run through the middle of Kamtschatka, though at the 
same time it had thawed and rained in Petropaulousk, not a 
hundred versts distance. 

Soon after this, Captain Behring went, with a part of the 
crew destined for manning the new cutter, to Nishne Kamt- 
schatsk. 

• In the latter half of January, and the whole of February, the 
frost was so violent that the part of Awatscha Bay, from 
the interior of the harbour to the muscle bay Rakowoi, was. 
covered with thick ice that admitted of being passed in dog- 
sledges with great security. 

At the beginning of April we began to careen our vessel, in 
order to examine the under part, and clear it of the sea- weeds ; 
for, on the whole bottom, seawort was grown out tive feet long, 
id several sorts of muscles had stuck amov\^ it to the boards. 
We were employed the who\e ot Apu\ vv\ ^x^^w\\% ^w ^m 
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voyage* On the first of May, I went in a wooden baidar to 
the Shipunish promontory, in order to examine the contiguous 
bay, of whicli the inhabitants had said much that was useful to me. 
We sailed immediately from the Awatscba bay with a fair 
M'ind, norlh-east-half-east, directly to the steep rocky moun- 
tains of Nalatschew. To this point the shore is formed by 
an inconsiderable curve, and begins from Awatscha bay^ with a 
rocky declivity^ but soon after becomes sandy and level as far 
as the mountains. Six miles from the mountains the brook 
Nalatschewa discharges itself, and from thence the shore be- 
comes again sandy and level. We lay to for the night by an 
island opposite to the mouth of the little brook Ostrownaga, 
about a mile frotn the nearest shore, and about five miles dis- 
tant from the cape Nalatschew, which lies to the south-west, 
one-third west of it. Its shore is steep, and it is itself moun- 
tainous, being about a mile in extent. 

On the 2d of May we proceeded strait to the Bitchewish bay, 
a distance of six miles, which we rowed, with a perfect calm^ 
in two hours. 

■ The shore extends itself from its mouth, on both sides, under 
lofty mountains, to the Shipunish cape towards east-south-east; 
to the mountain Nalatschew towards the south-west ; and to the 
bay Wachilskaja, in which merchants' galliots used formerly to 
winter, where we found at its mouth a bark still existing. 
At its entrance the bay is a mile broad, and its interior lofty 
mountainous shore stretches two miles north-east-by-north. 
Farther on there is an inner bay, or lake, four miles in exteiit,. 
into which one passes by a small strait, fifty fathoms broad, 
and three or four fathoms deep. More towards the middle of 
the lake the depth increases to fifteen fathoms, and the bottom 
is muddy. But in the first bay the depth, at the entrance into 
the lake, amounts to no more than four feet ; of course only 
small craft, and not even these but at high water, can run into 
this haven, which would otherwise be very excellent. We staid 
the night here, and the next morning proceeded on our way back 
to Awatscha bay. At noon we were off the mountaui Na- 
latschew, where we estimated the latitude at 53® 4'. 

On the 5th we returned to our ship, which was entirely equipped 
and victualled ; but the ice still occupying the haven we werQ 
prevented getting into the roads. 
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' CHAP. V. 

DEPARTURE FROM. AWATSCHA BAY TO BEHRIHgV 
ISLAND, AND FROM THENCE TO THE NORTH SIDE OF 
THE ALEUTIAN ISLANDS AS FAR AS THE ISLAND TA- 
NAGA. — OCCURRENCES DURING OUR ANCHORAGE. — 
VOYAGE BY THE ANDREGENOW ISLANDS TO UNALASU- 
KA, AND ARRIVAL IN THE CAPTAIN's HAVEN. 

V>IN the l6lh of May, 1791, we weighed anchor^ and were 
on the point of leaving Awatscha bay ; but had ^ scarcely 
reached the light-house^ when a contrary wind aro^e and obliged 
US to return and lie at anchor till the 19th, when, with a fair 
wind, west-south-west, we got into sea. Supposing that the 
cutter which was building at Kanitscbatka must be ready, we^ 
took a straight direction up the river for the purpose of meeting 
with it. At the same time, having given Captain Hall intelli** 
gence of our intended route, we concerted, that if he put to 
sea before our arrival, he was to wait for us at the northern point 
of Behring's Island till the 29tli of May. 

On the 24th, in the morning, we descried the Kronozkish 
promontory, and a lofty crater, situated to the west of iu Our 
ktitude was, at noon, 54« -13'; our longitude l62* 20' ; the 
Kronozkish crater being 63^ 30', to the north-west, fifty miles 
distant from us. 

Contrary winds not permitting us to approach the moutk of 
the river Kamtschatka, we stood out for BeKring's Island^ as 
the destined rendezvous for our" vessels. 

We came in sight of this island on the 27th, In the after- 
noon, and approaching its south-western side towards evenii^, 
the shore of which cousists of lofty mountains, we stood in to 
the north-west, having always a west-south-west wind, which 
blew so fresh towards night that we could scarcely double a 
lofty rock that was separated from land. At midnight the 
island appeared sufliciently near for us to reach it with a stone's 
throw. 

On the morning of the 28th, we sailed round the northern 

level shore of the island, and then from its north-eastern to 

the south-eastern side. At noon we estimated the latitude at 

>* j4'j and the longitude at 166** ^Ql,\ \idvv^;o\iv»vX^^^\s2SL'^'^ 
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and a half distant from the island. Hore we werr wry wviw iht* 
spot where Commodore Behring^ being ohhged to land, on hiii 
return from America, in order to seek iiMsiNtinu'r in IiIm diH- 
tress, terminated his earthly career. We lunuMitcd Mvry ntuch 
that it was not possible for us to get nearer lund^ hi mdri to 
visit the place where the first navigator of tin se MeuM i.N ci in- 
signed to the peaceful grave. We would fain liuvt^ hiavrd ii 
sigh of regard and sorrow over his renniins, and tho^te of our un- 
fortunate countrymen who lie buried by his nide. Wt* pariii'd 
the place of meeting, and perceiving no voNftfl, Captain Hil- 
lings resolved on steering for the j^leiitiun islands. 

Towards evening, we were cnveloprd in a thick l(»f(, (!iip- 
tain Billings directed our course by an Kn;>ri>th map, tiitirn dur* 
ing Cook's voyage, far more nortlmly than tlict C(ip|H r l*(l:ind«i 
are there given. As this direction, according to th*^ I?ih^ium 
map^ would have led us strait to the middle of the (*opp««r 
Islands, 1 made my representations to Ciiptain Hillin^^i, i^ho 
paid so little regard to the Russian nntp, that 1 |HM'Muadi'd him^ 
with difliculty, to alter his course two runiliH mon* norllii-rlyy 
and by that means alone we escaprd thr; intixnidin^ danger ; ff»r 
the nej^t morning the mist clearing away, we Naw we had paNM^d 
the northern point of the Cop|Mfr Island by no moie than two 
hundred fathoms; nay, that from thehtrrn of our h\n\i %\i; tnnld 
distinguish the rocks concealed tnid»tr water. 

All were now satisfied that this inland ih rriarkiMl on the Kn[{« 
lish map mocb more southerly than it on;: lit to be. 

As 1 am informed, s^did C'm{)er in to be ioutnl in the i bff^ 
of the rocky shore, at the fall of the water, «m the C'iipnir 
Island, we sailed round it, and directed! ourc</inD<? t«i the ni^f 
inhabited and large Aleutian i*;laitfi, Atfjj. 

On the 4th of Jnnt: w«; div;overed ihron^t the (n^ tt pstH i/f 
the mountaiiK ou the houth«;ni ^idi; of the i.Nhind Am:i, 'inb 
were entirely covered with «now. We wt r« , tii im/'Mi, Uhnu 
miles souUj </f tliem, sfud yi/A u u\im\^t* fj th<' i.^l(init ,^; 1114 
through thf; mitt. 'Jlieir «h</fe4» appt.it to < 'ih^t^f of ^ut*UtMy 
sloping QK/unt&m«, lK,nf;r thirty (out »tMl'.> (•( i ^it mI 

Albt^Akof day, ou ihe f/iU, i)m MihniH* '»t if.i' tu'}*m^'.i]u> 
on the ibhtnd h><ri/iity;h '/i>i iM-d t<# sn -^ tint ,,| |!,, .,(i.,.i.;. m 
we passed the iK\^iM IMii-i^ lyoit/ mi li«iit-M(. './' ^f, .f..| 

loDSritBde l?'/** ly of ^/Mi»iWmI». Ii ♦'/»•»■ ^«i I > . »fi ..» . . , I ,. 

miles, o^cffitftiu^ *^ii*ii*\y ni MiwuMiiHt" •fl •mi ■• •* -'<'t» 

a rockv t4K>ie. A^/'/i^t « ttnU ii i| m bitM (•/ >(m ^' .»t( »•€•.» ^^t 
fbond vjiojn: rv>'» pioyUn^f «/iii iif i|ii. v^^Hif 

Ou t±«: OiL w*;ti.ovJ '/u ih« Kill l^laiM** »* v^lvU, 

toiftardstUe wet^^ i> ^atM (^Skka« 1^ W ^\nNv 
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east side of which appears more level than the west> having 
a flat shore. 

Opposite to the north-western side, at a distance of three 
miles, a lofty rocky pillar elevates itself. We could not discern . 
the southern side of the island on account of the mist. Farther 
en, towards the east, four inconsiderable mountainous islands 
presented tliemselves to view, but were, towards evening, lost 
out of bight, as we were carried away from them by a south- 
east wind, and encompassed by a thick mist. 

On the 9th, one of the crew descried land, and pointed out 
to us, almost over our heads, through the mist, the declivity 
of Tanuga. We sounded for the depth, but found no bottom ; 
as the mist soon after dispersed, we were presented with the 
spectacle of a lofty volcnnic mountain, that exposed to our 
view, at the distance oi' scarcely two miles, its black and tre- 
mendouslv tall side of rock. We then calculated the latitude at 
52° 6', and the longitude at 180<> 22'. In the afternoon the 
wind almost entirely abated. With the tide, and oidj a gentle 
wind, we run along the south-eastern side of Tanaga» 

Its shore was, in the commencement, mountainotis, but rose 
by a gtiitle elevation as we proceeded. The master of the bai^^ 
dars, whom we brought with us from Ochotsk, told US, as he had 
bee.i on this island^ that at no great distance from hence there 
was a large commodious bay, which was used as an anchoring. 
station by the Russian hunters. I immediately ^t off in a bai- 
dar to examine it, and after making about four miles from the 
ship^ found the waylay round an isthmus into ,the bay, the 
depth of which, at the middle of its entrance, was forty fathoms, 
and farther on 25 ; towards the left bank it gradually diminished, 
and half a mile from thence it sunk to sevtn or eight fatlioms; 
at the bottom I discovered a black sand. On the other side the 
bay is an Aleutian residence, which we were prevented visiting 
by the approach of night, being anxious, if possible, to return 
to the vessel before the darkness came on. On our way back 
I found, on a jut of land, an Aleutian summer jurt, in which 
was an old woman, who informed me, that almost all the 
islanders, with the exception of very few, were gone to tlie island 
Atcha, to a Russian hunter's ship lying there. We had scarcely^ 
got two miles from the bay, when a heavy fog involved us in 
darkness; and not finding our vessel wher^ we had left it, we 
saw ourselves obliged, after a long and fruitless search, to lie 
to by the shore. On the following day the atmosphere was 
clear, but we did not get sight of our vessl, and were totally 
unprovided with food, In this dilemma we must soon have 
e in search pf the uMeutian residence, if we had not, a^ 
i, forhiDately discovered t\\e wiaVied-ioi oV^^cX ^i^vu^X^^ 
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Und a cape. We instantly made up to it, and learnt that the 
tide changing the night before had driven them to the north-east, 
M^here they had been laveering the M'hole nighl^ and had not till 
.then been able to regain their old utatim. 

When Captain Billings whs informed that the bay afTorded 
a good anchorage, he immediately ordered us to bend our course 
tliither. With a gentle wind, and tlie aid of towing, we gained 
the bay in the evening, which penetrates^ on the western side, 
into the island, being about eight miles long, and five miles broad. 
Its shore is occasionally sandy^ and most consists of a 
Todcy, but not very tall declivity. We cast anchor opposite to 
two rivulets running from the mountains, in a black ifandy bot- 
tom, and eight fathoms water, about half-a-mile distant from m 
sandy shore, under shelter of a steep promontory and lofty 
rocks, elevating themselves above the stream. Not far to the 
north of this promontory, a current of pure water eddies forth 
from a rock in the mountains. We could approach this stream 
so near as to iill our butts by the help of pails. At a distance 
from our anchoring* place the land elevated itself, and termi- 
nated towards the north in tall snowy mountains, from wlieiice 
fire sometimes issues, but which now only emitted smoke. It 
appeared to be not very distant, and some of our people made 
tlie trial of going up to it, but were compiled, from the te- 
diousness of the road, to return, bringing back only some 
sulphur and lava with them. I'lie island is totally without wood, 
but the declivity of the mountains, and the more level parts, are 
covered with a tolerably long grass. 

On the second day after our arrival, two Aleutians came 
with fresh fish to us from their liabitations, on the south side 
of the bay ; and on the l^th, we had a visit from six Aleutians 
in like manner^ bringing fresh iish from the south-west side of 
the island. 

On the 15th w*e weighed anchor, and went to the north-side 
of the island Tanaga. On the l6th, we found our latitude 
52° 18', and longiti^e 180*^ 56'. In die evening, at the setting 
of the suQ, we observed the declination of the needle^ to be at 
16° 25' easterly. 

On the 1 7th, we found ourselves at noon, in the strait which 
separates the islands Tanaga and Kanaga. Tiiis latter island 
has on its north side a crater of an extraordinary height, but is 
otherwise altogether level. Before the strait an inconsi-* 
derable island elevates itself in one lofty eminence, called the 
Beaver Island^ at a distance of 12 miles from us, in latitiid*; 
52® 8', and longitude 181^ 37'. Being prevented by the 
ruling north-east* wind, from sailing rouud tll\^VaV«f\^<A>tijaK«v^k 
md Adach, H-e returned to the strait, axid>\AQ4 «sA 
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Tuna^a, to the south. West of Taiiaga^ lies at a distance 
ot 17 miles tlie islund Gorelviy being 17 miles iu extent, and 
dj^tingui:shi'(l for its lol'ty volcanic mountain, which is covered 
with an rttTuiiI snow. '1 owards evening we passed the south- 
side of tin! Aleutian Islands, of which the first two are smalt 
and ilat, hut the third, called Illuk Ls higher^ and lies more 
to the sctuth of Timai^a. Contrary winds^ first from north-east, 
and afterwards from east, obliged us to laveer iu sight of the 
islands Tan:)«;a and Kanaga. The .southern sides of both 
islands) have a ilut sihore. 

-After being tos>ed about iii ?. riujk mist for two days, we 
descried on the C 1 ^t, to the i. It of us^ a cluster of islets con- 
tiguous to each oiluT^ and extending to the island of Atcha; 
and in the afternoon we found ourselves in a strait^ betwixt 
Atcha and an islet. 

Tiirougli this strait^ which is 48 fathoms deep> and has a 
gravilly bottom^ we bore away to the north-east fur the cluster 
of tlie.se i^Iets^ the shores of which are mountainous and woody, 
always ri^itip; more and more to the north, and terminating in 
a lofty crater covered with snow. We observed by this island 
many bays, tlie largest of which is called tlie Korowinsb haven, 
and V(Ty near the northern promontory of Atcha. This one 
also divides itself at the very entrance into twOj and penetrates 
thus far into the interior of the island. 

As soon as we were passed Atcha, we stood off with the 
south-east wind, straight for the island L'mnak, and after passing 
its north-eastern side, we came in sight of the western part of 
Unalaschka. In the iniddie of the strait between these two 
islands, a lofty rock rises out of the water. We estimated our 
latitude at a3« 27', and longitude at 1»1«» 28'. 

At ten o'clock in the evening, we approached the north- 
western cape of Unalasckta, which is called Makushim, after 
a bay, and an Aleutian place of the same name. 

On the morning of the 25th^ we came to the western bank 
of the Captain's Haven, where, close ahead of our ship, a num- 
ber of whales of different species rose out of the water. To« 
wards noon, we reached the eastern bank, where we anchored 
by the Aleutian residence Illuluk, in eight fathoms water. 

This sumtner we had calculated eur way so well, that from 
Petropaulousk hither, not a single error had crept into our 
estimate, so as to carrv us out of our course. 

As soon as our arrival was made known among the different 

villages, the natives came with fresh fish to our ship. Tobacco 

an article of the greatest necessity amoi * -^t for which 

locked to us from the r<»m/itest parts, " this, but 

er is/aiids. Cap aUo\i ^^rsl^XvI 
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making them presents of tobacco and other trifles^ and pro* 
<nised them still more, if they would dry a considerable quan- 
tity of fish and berries against our return. We knew their ex- 
treme attachment to tobacco too well, not to be fully assured 
that they would comply with our wishes in this respect. 

The woman who had accompanied us in the preceding year, 
was highly delighted with seeing her family, >and returning to 
her home. The liberality of Captain Billings had supplied her 
'with many ornaments for her person, and had so richly stocked 
her with tobacco and pearl-enamel, that she became an object 
of universal envy among her female country-women, and was 
esteemed the richest of all the inhabitants. 

We lay at anchor for two weeks, in expectation of Captain 
Hall and the new cutter ; but he not coming, we did not wish 
to lose time, and leaving him the necessary provisions and 
utensils, together with the surgeon AUegretti, and a hunter, ia 
lUulik^ we resumed our voyage to Behriug's strait. 

CHAP. VI. 



BEPARTURE FROM UNALASCHK A .TOWARDS THE NORTH, 
PAST THE ISLANDS ST. GEORGE, ST. PAUL, ST. MAT- 
THEW, FOR THE ISLAND- OF ST. LAURENCE. — ARRIVAL 

THERE. DANGEROUS SITUATION OF THE SLAWA 

ROSSXI. — OCCURRENCES DURING THE ANCHORAGE.— 
DEPARTURE FOR THE SHORES OF NORTH AMERICA^ 
AND INTERVIEW WITH THE INHABITANTS. — ANCHOR- 
AGE IN ST. LAURENCE BAY. 

vJf N the 8th of July we weighed anchor, and went into the 
sea. Captain Billings desiring to see the two islands lately dis- 
covered by the steersman Pribylow : we bore away for them in 
a strait direction. 

On the 9th, we were seventy miles to the north of Una- 
laschka, had 88 fathoms of water on a muddy bottom, and 
saw many sea-lions and sea-bears. This animal, called phcea 
vrsina, is seven feet loqg, and of the seal species. The hair of 
the male is a black grey, that of the female grey, with dark 
spots between the fore-webbed feet. The males have a very 
soft hair on the breast, with a thick and tough skin : the struc-^ 
ture of the bones is also firmer, larger, and stouter than that of 
the female : its head is large and round, the forehead extending 
over the eyes, and the snout having some long white bristles on 
it ; the flaps of its ears are rather small, and externally over^rovc^x 
with hair, but internally smooth, aad staxv&K^ om^ ^\.\^\^aX -sfio.^ 
poiDtei. The orifice of the ear \% Q^aX, todi ^o. ii^\y^x\>iKXR.^' 
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tfixit It can be closed when it is under water. In other respects. 
Loth as to the form of its body and feet, it resemble? the sesH 
doir. It frequents the northern parts of the Pacific Oteean> 
and the Southern Ocean. The male? are very jealouy of the 
It iMuIesy Mhich they keep to the number of eight or ten, form- 
hi;^ witli them aud their young, a distinct herd. Their jealousy 
iAivn occasions violent and bloody disputes. The Kamtscbadales 
kill them with their darts for the sake of the fat and the skin^ 
which HI the young ones, is little inferior to the Kamtschadale 
olttT, for the delicacy and firmness of the hair and down. 

On the VZth, we concluded from our calcidation, that we 
must necessarily be in the vicinity of the above-mentioned 
islands, but an impenetrable mist prevented utr from seeing 
thiui. A still greater number of sea-bears were in sight to-^y, 
than what we Itad seen die day before^ and a number of aars,* 
kept hovering round our vessel. 

The mist soon after dispersing, we discovered the two irfands^ 
the first of which, St. Paul's was eight miles ahead of us to 
north- west 26^, the second, St. Oeorge*s, twenty miles behind us 
to south-east 57°. The shores of these islands consist of moun-^ 
tains of a moderate heig;ht: on the nordi-eastem side of St[ 
Paul's, sinking down to a level opposite to its south-western side, 
is an islet, not very lofty, but very steep in ascent. At a dis- 
tance of six miles from the western promontory of St. Paul's, 
we found ourselves in 35 fathoms water, on a bottom of stone 
and shells, our latitude being 5()° QQ'y dnd longitude 189^ 45'. 

These islands were discovered in the year 1786, by Pribylow, 
fteersman to a merchant's ship, who finding a number of marine 
animals and walrus' teeth, staid with his companions for some 
time there, and in the space of two years caught £320 otters, 
SOjOOO sea-bears, 480 young otters and bears, and 800O blue 
foxes, besides 700 puds of walrus' teeth, which they found on 
the shores, all which, when calculated at a moderate rate, pro- 
duced at Ochotsk 250,000 rubles. It is necessary to observe, 
that the otters first spoken of, are the ninstela lulfisy a species 
of river animals about three feet long, with three feet united by 
a firm hairy web. Its head is flat, its snout thick, hair black, 
and extiemely thick, at the same time as soft as down, particu- 
larly that on the belly, which is extremely tender aud of a greyish 
colour. The tail is a fourth part of the length of the body. It 



* Tlie aar, or ara torda alcn, is the name of a Knir.rHchadale fowl, of 

the species of the Gagam {coli^wbus arcticus) or watcr-heii, is found in 

great abuudauce in the countiy of die rucky iblands. lis hack, heaci, and 

eck are black, its belly white, biW \oa^, sui\V^X^ vvw^ \\n\\\\vi^, ^cvi\. ^Wk- 

?jr, witlx three toes united by a \seb. M VLvAvn \.t 'vs> cAWvi^X Uxi^giv^^pA^ 
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rufis, dives, and swims with great agility, is found near Kanits- • 
chatka, and on the islands of the Eastern Ocean. It lives on 
fish and little marine aninials. The skin of the Kamtschat* 
kan otter is very dear, and in great request, on account of its 
firmness and good quality. 

From these islands, we directed our course to the Island of St. 
Matthew, which is called by the English Gore's Island. The 
depth which had at first increased to 55 fathoms, afterwards 
again decreased. 

On the morning of the 14th, we discovered through the 
mist, a small isrland to the north-east 50', at a d-stance of 1 1 miles, 
the surface of which appeared to consist of a chain of pohited 
rocks hanging over each other; it has received the name of 
Pinnacle from the English. The depth was then 50 fathoms, 
and the bottom gravelly. As the air cleared up, we discovered 
the Island of St. Matthew, and as we approached it, the depth 
decreased to 14 fathoms. We put in near its western shore. 
At noon we found our latitude to be 60^ 29', and longitude 
187*^ 15'; the little island Pinnacle lying then to the south- 
east, about ten miles and a half distant, and the western shore 
of the Island of St. Matthew six mites distant to the north-east. 

We had scarcely passed the north-western point of this island^ 
when another presented itself to view, lyiug three miles from 
the north-west of this point. In the middle of this strait the 
depth was 12 fathoms, and the bottom consisted of gravel and 
shells. As Captain Billings wished to take a nearer view of 
the littje island, we anchored one mile and three quarters off, 
in 13 fathoms and a sandy bottom. In the afternoon, Mr. 
Billings, Mr. Merk, and myself, went on shoce ; and on our 
approaching the island, we were encompassed by a great num- 
ber of sea-birds, constantly hovering around us, and causing so 
great a noise, that we could scarcely distinguish a word that 
was spoken. We parted when we got on land, some going 
into the interior of the island, others climbing the rocky sides 
of the shore, and others remaining below on the brink of the 
creek. A universal firing now commenced on all .sides, which 
did great execution among the marine birds, particularly 
the aars, of \Vhich a great number were carried 'to our ships. 
Our hunters also killed two black foxes, and found two v^ alms' 
teeth ; and one of our company was so terrified by the sight 
of a large white beast suppo:*cd to be a bear, that breathless 
and iiiiiiost fainting, he hastened back to the ship. On the 
iiioin;;a.i»s we found large fragments of a species of flint- 
b'ione, the dehcate and many-coloured veins of which were 
an object of extraordinaiy beauty. (Jn the east sule of tUe. 
inland there wa^ a quantity oi i\odV\\v^ NSO^>.i, wvyoct >Xvvi '^x^x^*^ 
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but the \^•^^:t side, on the contriirv, was cntirelv clear ; which 
led us to the coiichisiou that on the shore of America opposit«* 
to the former, a large river, after running through a woody 
tract of country, d-.-^cir.hpgucd itself hito the sta. 

Towards evenni^ we weighed anchor, and stood out to the 
north, when a thick mist completely veiled both the islands from 
our view. I'he depth was 40 fulhonis, but decreased as we 
proceeded northerly : we fouinl the bottom muddy. 

On the iGth, we had only 27 fathoms water, and a sandy 
bottom. According to our calculation, we were then in the 
vicinity of St. Laurence's Island, called by the English Clark's 
Island. We lay at wnchor the whole night. 

On the 1 7th we weighed anchor, notwithstanding the whole 
sea was covered with a thick mist; and after beating about in 
various depths of water, we found ourselves, at three in the 
afternoon, in only six fathoms water with a sandy bottoni. 
We cast anchor with a qitarter of the cable^ but it did not 
bite ; we then tlirew out a second, but with no better success. 
From the depth, which was then only 4J fathoms at our poop, 
we concluded that \vc could not be far from laud, and al- 
though enveloped in a thick fog, we wertf but too well ap- 
prized of our danger from the impetuosity of the beating waves, 
which increased every hour as (he wind blew stronger, and 
the surge grew more violent. 

In the mean time, we gave our anchors an equal length 
of cablc^, and remained all night in safety; but the next morn- 
ing a large wave struck with immense force against the beak of 
our ship, and tore a cable in pieces. We then cast two an- 
chors more, but could place little or no reliance on the cables, 
which were made of bad materials, and almost rotted away 
from the continual damp weather. 

On the 20th, Ihe wind was sonrewhat abated, and the mist 
began to disperse, upon which we discovered abaft of us, at the 
distance of a mile, a level shore ; our latitude being now 03^ 24'. 
In the afternoon we saw two islanders on shore, who lifted a 
vest up on a pole, and seemed to s\vay<it backward and forward 
by way of invitation. We sent liakow the boatswain to them 
in a baidar with presents ; but without waiting his aj^roach, 
they immediately went away. Being prevented oy the surf from 
landing, he was obliged.to return. 

We found the declination of the needle to-day, according to 
the azinnith, to be 24^ 11' easterly. 

On the 21st, the wind dropped entirely, and the atmosphere 

became perfectly clear, which afforded us an opportunity o( 

descrying, directly opposite to our vessel, a remote shore, 

if ti etching fur to the east, bc^oud \n\\\cVv VJe^^\f:^\Ncd from the 
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lops of the mast, a- large lake, and still farther on declivitous 
mountains occasionally covered with snow. Towards the west 
the shore declined in a curve, its extreme point being 14 miles 
distant towards south-west 60°. To the south of this point, 
we saw in imagination two other islets, which proved after- 
wards to be nothing but thick mist. 

Captain Billings, Doctor Merk, Boatswain Bakow, and the 
Second Lieutenant Bakulin, went in two boats on shore. They 
reached the shore with considerable difficulty, the surf being 
very high, and overwhelming them with water. Captain Bil- 
lings proceeded with some of tliem to the west, in 'search of a 
human residence. In the mean time, we, descried from the 
top of the mast a baidar of islanders rowing towards us from 
,an opposite side of the lake. The sailor's who had been left be- 
iiind on the shore perceiving them also, strove to call Captain 
Billings back by foud bawling ; and afterwards, when they found 
tills ineffectual, endeavoured to attract bis attention by firing their 
guns, which, instead of producing the desired effect, unfortunately 
only served to terrify the savage inhabitants ; who, on hearing 
the report of the guns, immediately made off. Thus were 
We prevented by act of imprudence, from forniing an acquaint- 
ance with these islanders. Captain Billings returned towards 
evening without having succeeded in findhig the object of his 
search. 

On tlie 22d, we went to the eastern point of the island, keep- 
ing close to the shore, where the depth diminished from l6 to 
10 fathoms, on a gravelly bottom, occasionally mixed with sand. 
The shore was perfectly level, but we observed, at a distance, 
some mountauis parted off from each other. To the east-north- 
east some mountainous lands appeared a-head of us, which, on 
a nearer approach, we found to be connected together by one 
level shore, and, in reality, to be one single island, which has 
in two places on the flat shore some considerable villages. On 
the map of Lieutenant Sinde we find, instead of this one great 
island, a number of smaller ones marked, which is doubtless a 
similar error to what we made from a distant observation. 

In the afternoon we stood round the south-eastern side, aud 
went to the north-eastern cape of the island, the shore of which 
somewhat curves hiward; six miles and a half from the south- 
eastern cape we found a village close by the water. Towards 
evening we passed the nor4h-east cape of St. Laurence, from 
which we observed, at the distance of four miles and a half, 
three islets, clos^ to each other. On one of ; them was a pyra- 
midal kekun, round which plank huts and poles for drying fish 
were erected, but we saw no human beings ; from which we 

F 2 
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supposed tliat the iiihahitants of tlie other islands ^me here/ 
from time to time, for the purpose of fishing. 

In the ni^lit of the C4th the wiufl veered round to the north, 
and blew ^o >tron:jj and contrary a gale that we were obliged to 
haul in all sail ; but being only twenty miJes off St. Laurence, 
we bore away to the east, and getting round the island lay to 
for the ni;;ht. 

On the *26*th we found ourselves in lat. 63*^ 10'; and longi- 
tude I9'5*i ^lo y thirty-three miles distant from the north-east 
shore of St. Laurenre ; consi'quently in the spot where Ander- 
son's Island is m.n ked on Captam C'ook*s map^ but we disco- 
vered nothing, although the horizon was sufficiently clear. 

On the morniiij; of the C8th we saw the cape on the shore 
of America, called by the Enjj;li.sh Cape Rodney. At noon 
we calculated our latitude at (J4^ 1 T, and the longitude at 
193^ 58'. Cape Rodney was then twenty-seven miles distant 
from us to the north west b{\^' ; Fledge island twenty- 
six miles to the north-west G;}^ . In the evening we anchored 
eight miles from the American shore, in 14 fathoms water and 
a muddy bottom. 

Mr. Billings, Mr. Merk, Boatswain Bakow, and Mr. Wo- 
ronin^ the draughtsman, went in two boats on shore, and 
towards evening: one of them was sent back with the intelli- 
gence^ that they had found inhabitants, and having met with a 
kind reception from them, they should pass the night on land. 

On the 2f)th we saw behind the cape a large baidar full of 
Americans comnig towards us. They stopped at no great 
distance from us, so that we could distinguish them without a 
glass. The baidar was occupied by nine men, having at its 
stern an extended bladder hung on a pole, and at the poop two 
red foxes on another pole, which we, of course, regarded as 
friendly signals. Tliey continued, however, some time in their 
position without offering to approach, and with their hands 
raised aloft- I commanded the sailors who were on the deck to 
do the same, as a token that we were unprovided with any 
offensive weapons. 

At length taking courage they came on board ; but as they 
did not understand our interpreters we could have but little con- 
versation with them. They had some red foxes, some vests of 
young reindeer and Alpine hares, wooden bowlis, and different 
trifles, made of walrus' teeth, which they exchanged with our 
sailors for coral, pearl-enamel, and buttons, but no tobacco. 

The Alpine hare, Alp'nmSy is of the size of a marmot, with 
a longish head, a snout like that of a hare, lai^e ears, rounded 
iu the form of a funnel, a thick body, short legs, the fore- 
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feet lioving five toes, with a stout short toe, tlie hind feet fonr. 
*i'he soles of its feet are overgrown willi thick black liair, aiid, 
iH the place of a tail, it has a fat excrescence of the size of a 
nuti Its hair is yellow, tipped with a dark colour, and its 
voice wliislling. It has»two teats near its hiud legs, and four 
tinder the breast. It is found in the Siberian Alps, Mhere, in 
the month of August, it nibbles off the grass, dries and cou- 
ceals it in the clefts of the mountains. 

As soon as this traffic was at an end, they were on the point of 
departing ; but our people commencing a Russian song, they 
turned back, came again on board, and listened with great at- 
tention. They then sang themselves, in their way, to whicli 
two of them danced. This dance consisted of many vehc^ment 
gesticulations of the whole body, particularly of the hands aod 
bead, which they twisted round on all sides with great dexterity, 
■ at the same time springing from place to place, in conformity 
-with the singing and beating of the drum. 

These Americans are of a middle stature, and generally of a 
'brown complexion, although we saw some white among theni. 
'ITiey cut their hair after the manner of the Jakuts, whom they 
greatly resemble, except that they approach nearer to the Eu- 
ropeans. They have a more open cheerful physiognomy than 
the Americans we saw in Schugatschkish Bay. In their 
cars they wore an ornament • of f>earl enamel, and in the perfo- 
rations of the under lip, on both sdes the mouth, they stuck 
two alabaster stones in die form of a shirt-button. Their dress 
consisted of short vests of reindeer skin, and breeches of sea- 
hound's skin, without any c6vering for the feet. I made these 
visitors some trifling presents, ''which they accepted with evident 
oiarks of satisfaction, and took their leave with the promise of 
returning very speedily. 

Towards evening Captain Billings returned, leaving the rest 
on shore. In the night a thick mist arose, which did not clear 
. up before the close of the next day, when the boat arrived, but 
six sailors were still left behind with the baidar, which they 
had obtained in exchange for pearl-enamel. We were very mi- 
easy at their stay, apprehending lest some accident had hap- 
pened ; but were relieved the next morning from our anxiety by 
their safe return. They, assigned the darkness as the reason 
of their staying out, having been unexpectedly overtaken by 
. nighty and having sought in vain for the vessel. 

During our anchoring here, we observed that the current of the 
sea along the shore from Korton's-Bay to west-south-west, 
makes mostly half a mile, and sometimes a mile and a half in 
an hour. 
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On the .Tlst we \vri;j:hed anchor and bore up to Fledge 
islund, calk-cl bv the Americans Ajak. At noon vie ob^iervuil 
\\w lalilnde to br ()4^' 34, the longitude l<).:^ S\\ and the 
isliinil Ajak to be live miles from us to lliC south-west 67**'. I» 
the afternoon t))c wind dropf)ed entirely, and we came to au 
anchor in ten futlionis water and a pebbly bottom^ sit a distance 
of two miles from the sh4»re of America. Here the same 
Americans visited us as hrul come the dtiv before, and with them 
Tnanv others whom we did not know. 1 hey bronght us similar 
articles, and carried on a brisk trade ^ilh our sailors. Glass 
beads \aere in the greatest r<.i]ni«^t with tliem, for which thev 
paid m«>st liberally. Captain !jitlin;^s bought a single-seated 
l>aidar for one row of them only ; and the purchaser concealed 
them imme<iiately they were hi his possession, probably from 
an apprehension that we mi;;ht repent of our incouMderate bar- 
gain, and wish to retreat, '^i'liis buiclar was as large, aiid cou- 
stnu'ted in the. same manner, as that of the Kadjukers, onlv 
with this dillVrence, that it v»as not covered with the hides of 
the st*a-lion, but with those of t!ie walrus, which^ on account 
of their thickness, had been parted three times. 

A north wind springing up to \vi:rd evening we weighed aHchor 
and steered between Ajak and- Cape Rodney, on which we 
t\)und several sumnuM- juris erected in different places. On the 
lirjit o\ August ^^e obsoivcd cur latitude at noon to be 60** 40, 
and longitude U)0'-' v27 . In tlie aftLr::oon we saw,, to north- 
west :>-4ths we-*t, the mountainous i^^Iund which is called by the 
Amerioms Okiocu. but bv the Kuijli'jh Kirisc hland : and in the 
c\er,insr were two niiivs ihMaiit fpjin it. it is tive miles in cir- 
iHuiifeience : frf»m llie liiaiX-L-^sible rocks with which it was girt 
and the \\iMi\. -s .^fits aspj^ct, wejudcu'd it to be uninhabited, but 
afterwards v. .^ Li-nud from tiie i'schak.shtns that some fumilies 
aciu.dly le^liiv d t!:e:e. 

i^n ihe moiiiii:::: of the Cd w.^ d -^r/iod throu^jh the mist a small 
iyliud. the smailcNt of {)w Neciil: is;'.<, l>i:ig in Behring's strait, 
and at noon we e:«!;io in siiiht '^: ::;•: ;-:i:or two. The tirst was 
*2\ miles from u^ u> tlu iK-rtl^-v.vsi, i ; ^^ ; ilie second :20 iiiiles, to 
north west, 4^' ; li.e th:'\i l.» n:ilv< t-^ ihen-^r/;i ta>t 14"*. The first 
two are ubunuauKnis. the LutvM- i;;»N ihe apr urriii-'o of a small hill. 
^^o caieuluu'ti o,ir i.iiitiuiv^ ;■; r ^- J 1- . i.:U'-UiJ.e U^J * CU ; the 
depth was OS fui.oms. ;:r.o. tne U ;•.:•:<..... . ^ 

On iho :U we lavcored with a i*..-: . \.iiK" i;i Behi lug's Strait, 
betwixt the uoriii ta<lern cape vM ".* a . . i t!:e iK>rth wiistern 
capo of A nierica , I >e-:ii >i j v^ s es a : * \\ . ■•. . . '. -.a . i: .> ■/.> sad w ooo v, aiiii 
the miHiutaius ^.H^-iMOiuii^ v\ne:v i \-. ;::: >.:v)vv. 

iu the at'icmoou o* ihc Vi-.i Wv ".i.^M \i >o far to the north a> 
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to be able to jnit into the bay of St. Laurence. At its entrance 
we saw on the light bank of the rivulet L ragn;a, some snnnner 
juris of IVchifkst'hens ertcted. W e ran four miles and a half 
into the interior of llie bay, and came to an anchor in six fa- 
thoms water, and a s^udy bottom, on a level spot of the right 
shore, where the plank huts, or summer-jurls of tlie Tschuk- 
schens stood. No sooner had we cast anclior and bej'an to 
furl our sails, than we discovered some Tschukschens putting off 
towards us in a large baidar. 1'li( y did notii>pproach very near, 
but becLoned us to the shore, shewing us a paper done up in 
the form of a letter. We invited them on board by one of our 
Cossacks, who spoke Korakish, but either not under«*tanding hiii^i, 
or fearing us, they went off. Upon this Captain Billings, Doc- 
tor Merk, and I, went on shore, and were met by the inha- 
bitants with great fiiendship, who invited us into their jurts, 
at the same time requesting us to leave our swords in the sloop. 
" We," said they, " come to you as friends, without any 
arms, but you must do the same." Their request being com- 
plied with, they conducted us into their jurts, where they de- 
livered us the folded paper which we had seen in their hands. 
It was a report to Captain Billings by Sotnik Kobeh w, who 
had been sent in the year 17^7 fi'om the fortress of Nishne-Ko- 
lymsk, with the interpreter Daurkin, in order to announce our 
coming to the I'sdmkschens. Kobelew observed, that he had 
waited in company with the Reindeer Tschukschens herc^^ and 
on the eastern cape> for the arrival of our vessel, from the 
68th of June to fne 2Gth of July ; but his companions not 
chopsiug to stay any longer, he had been obliged to go with 
them in a baidar, by w^ater, to the island of Kalutschin, in the 
Frozen Ocean, where the Tschukschens had left their reindeer 
' tit their principal settlement. lie added, that they should Htay 
there till the loth of August, and after that go with tlu^ rein- 
deer into the interior of the country. Kobelew made nonuin* 
tion of the interpreter Daurkin, concerning whom w(! etwuiirrd 
of our Tschukschens, and received for aiiHwer, that he wm Jivinjjr 
with the Reindeer I'schukschen Imlerut-Kirenjew, who wa.M de- 
pasturing at no great distance from this place, 'i'hey promidcd 
to give him intelligence of our arrrival. 
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ARRIVAL (n run nv.iNDKi'.it T.-rnrivSCiiF.Ns with the 
I N rr.iiiM: LiKiJ daurkin. — iikschiption of this 
rKoiM.ii. — i:ntkim'jiizi: or caimain billings, and 
HIS i)i:j»AU'n: ill: with the tschukscuens fob the 

KIVER KOLYMA. 

1 OWARDS eveninsf ibc intcr?>rcter Dan kin came with 
gevci]ty-l\vo hw^e. haidars full of Ueindcer Tsclinkschens, and 
their Troi hnlcrat Kiienjew. We soon gained the confidence 
liiid good-will of our new guests hy civility and suitable pre- 
sents. 1'hcv hauled their baidars on shore by the side of our 
vfssel, and converted them into dwellings in the usual manner, 
visiting us regularly every day^ aiid ob.serving every thing with 
looks of extreme curiosity and adnjiration. l$ut nothing could 
equal their astonishment at witricssing the eilect of our guns, 
M'hich we fired with balls nito the sea ft)r their entertainment. 
In the mean time they carried on a brisk trade with us; bartering 
their fox-skins, walrus' teeth, arms and utensils, for tobacco, 
enamel, and beads. Both tl.c n)en and \^||mcn of this nation 
are moilly of the middle stature ; there are, however, some 
taller individuals among them. They arc ail stout built, having 
a hciillhy appearr.nce, with an open physiognomy, not so savage 
as is u:suiilly fouiid among rude nations. In their features they 
resen)b!e the Amciicans of Cape Kodney, cutting iheir hair in 
a similar manner, and wearing similar clothes : however, the 
men do not, like them, adorn their lips with pendant bones. '^Fh^ 
women, on the contrary, puncture several parts of their body 
in various forms, particularly two semiein Ics on both cheeks, 
whii !i unite in cross direetions. The v bind m» the ir hair in two 
quones, Hke the female Russians, bntdonot twist them in a tuft 
<;n the erown, or cover them, but let them haniz looselv behind, 
Tlie m;ile and female dress is very ?imilar, consisting of vests and 
trowsers ; l)ut llie upper vest of the female is somewhat shorter, 
and ti.r ur.dor one is fastened to the lon<; trowsers. In thedi-y 
teiison of summer, they wt ar alasehtiis or short boots of row- 
chiii, or tar.ned rein- deer-hides, h».r in damp and rainy days 
they put on long torbasas, or uide and long boots without 
LtL'Jj, muclc of tanned sea-dog's skin. 
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Like the Tunguses and^ Koraks, the Tschuksfchens are 
divided into Reindeer or nomadical Tschukschens and settlers. 
The former are the most numerous, and wander from place to 
place ; but the latter, who are pnly few in number, are altogether 
' poor people ; who having by some misfortune lost their reindeer^ 
their only wealth, are compelled to fix their abode near the sea, 
and from thence to di*aw their subsistence. They live all the 
winter in mud-jurts, and the summer in huts of planks, and 
obtain an ample provision from the water. They prepare, net 
only for themselves, but for the Reindeer Tschukschens, the fat 
of fish and marine animals ; sew summer shirts and covering for 
the feet out of reindeer's entrials, for which they receive, from 
the latter, upper garments and winter covering for the feet; 
reindeer's skins, and' others, fetched from Ischiga ; also tobacco^ 
and other Russian commodities. 

The Tschukschens, thus stationed, keep dogs for want of 
reindeer for their winter excursions, which they harness to sledges 
made of walrus teeth, similar to the Russian tschunkas, which 
are without any back or sides, and consist only of the sledge and 
some cross-beams nailed over. ' 

Tlie dogs here resemble thase of Ochotsk, but are rather 
smaller. Six or seven are harnessed abreast, and so close to 
the sledge, that they may be reached with a whip which the 
driver swings round either to the right or left^ as he would have 
the dogs go. 

In the summer th^. paddle about the sea In large baidars, 
commonly from 20 to 2.5 feet long, 4 feet broad, and 21 deep. 
The hulk is made out of the floating wood from the sea, very 
nicely cut out and joined together with strips of whalebone ; and 
the whole is covered with walrus hide, doubly or trebly split, in 
proportion to its thickness. A baidar, when quite ready, is so 
lightj that two persons may carry it with convenience. The 
Tschukschens not only coast in them along the shore, but pass 
over to the neighbouring islands, or even through Behring s 
strait to America. As it is very unsteady, it is mostly moved 
by oars rather than sails ; and whenever the latter are used, 
extended bladders are tied on the sides to prevent it from over- 
setting The baidars which we saw at Cape Rodney resembled 
these in every respect. 

Both the wandering and stationary Tschukschens are divided 
into very small communities consisting only of families of One 
common origin. They have no civil authorities, or chiefs ; but 
in every such community the richest, or the father of a numerous 
family, is the most esteemed. They show him no other deference 
than to receive his go«d council, or be deterred from evil ^<v- 
ctediiigs by a warning; but he has no ^ovict V> ^«i'^»'^ 
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admonitions by ptinishments. With such ra anarcliy it would 
certainly be a subject of surpnse, that this people sboiild hkfB 
hitherto obstinately maintained their independence against fre- 
quent and considerable bodies of Russians who have been sent 
against them^ if we had not already seen the extraordinan 
effects which a love of liberty has in producing union among 
the members of a community. 

The principal cause of the campaigns against the Tschukschem, 
was a netghbonring people^ the Koraks^ who being at perpetual 
enmity with the former, and yet unable to stand against so 
powerful and valiant a foe, were compelled to put themselvei 
under the protection of the Bussiuns, and on that account to 
become tributar}' to the latter. With the aid of. so powerful an 
ally, the Koraks sought every opportunity of urging their com- 
plaints against the Tschukschcns, and often induced the Russians 
to take up arms against them upon frivolous and false pretexts. 
Whenever any reconciliation took place, the harmony which 
succeeded was but of short duration, being generally interrupted 
by some charge of the Koraks. Peace and war, therefore, 
commonly depended upon the judgment of the commander at 
the fortresses of Anadyr and Ischiga ; but on the demolition of 
the fortress of Anadyr, and the introduction of a government at 
Ischiga, these differences with the Tschukschens baidng been 
compromised^ we tried to allure them by kind treatment, and 
found our efforts crowned with success. Tliey now come yeariy 
to Ischiga and Molnie Kolymsk, in order to deal with the 
Russians^ upon which occasion many of them also bring their 
japak or tribute. 

This commonly takes place at the close of February, or the 
commencement of March ; and when their trade is finished, 
they go off immediately to the Frozen Ocean, and spend their 
whole summer in catching fish and sea-animals, for which they 
have baidars that are not only fitted for coa.sting, but for more re- 
mote excursions. They very often pass Behriug's strait in these, 
attack the habitations of the savage Americans, and, after plunder- 
ing them, carry away many prisoners to their homes. 

Much as the Tschukschens excel all their neighbours in valour, 
they are much inferior to theifj in civilization of manners. They 
not merely kill their new-born infants for any defect, but the 
children relentlessly dispatch their parents on account of nn- 
becility or disease ; nay, it often happens that a sick person will 
solicit the favour of being killed, with the idea of dying more 
heroically than if he follows the course of nature, for they seem 
to think that a natural death is only fitted for old women, ^fhey 
are vindictive and cruel to those who offend them, without regard 
to rehtiomhip or friendship, oi n\\i\c\i \5a^^ %w^ >\"& ^wSs^Vs^c^.^ 
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themselves of a son having killed his father for charging him with 
cowardice and awkwardness. ' 

Superstition and superstiticms rites are less frequent among 
them than among other savages ; but they have some solemnities, 
particuhirly at the burning the bodies of the deceased ; which as 
1 had no opportunity of witnessing during our short stay^ I am 
not able to describe. Nor can I speak more circumstantially of 
their religion, having perceived no traces of any thing like 
divine worship. We found » indeed, some wooden and bone 
images among them, on which they had put clothing, but at the 
same time held them in so little estimation that they bartered 
them for mere trifles. At Billing's request they gave us a specimen 
of their dancing, which was very similar to that of the Americans 
at Cape Kodney, with this difference only, that they hopped 
more, and sprang from place to place. After they had done 
dancing, the men seated themselves on the bare earth, and the 
women also, but in a semicular line, drawing their vests off ihe 
right shoulder, and thus exposing the arm that was punctured in 
various forms. They then began their song, to which they 
made a suitable motion with the right arm, one time as if they 
would take up something from the ground, and another time as . 
if they would lay it on their knees, and then again bending their 
head and body to one side. The first in the rank took the lead, 
and was followed by the rest, who, keeping their eyes fixed on 
her, strove to imitate her movements in the exactest manner 
possible. 

The main object of our visiting these shores, was the making 
a second experiment to penetrate into the Frozen Ocean, from 
Sehring's Strait round the Schalazkish promontory. We had 
resolved on this undertaking, but were deterred from putting 
it into execution by our friends the Tschukskens, who constantly 
rambie along the shores of the Frozen Ocean ; and assured us, 
that it was utterly impossible to advance in vessels of any mag- 
nitude, they themselves being sometimes unable to proceed in 
their baidars, although they kept as close as possible to the 
shore. We gave fuller crerht to tl^s asbu ranee, from remember- 
ing that Captain Cook, and after him Captain Clarke, had made 
unsuccessful efix>rts to penetrate to the west through the Frozen 
Ocean. We accordingly renomiced this idea, and Captain Bil- 
ling resolved on encompassing the shore of this sea, and surveying 
the Schalazish cape, incompany with the Tschukschens and a small 
P^rty of our men. To this end he persuaded the Troka I mierat 
ICirenjew to carry him, with his rem-ueer, to the fortress oi Nish- 
Qe- Kolymsk. 

On the 13th of August the captain resigned over the com- 
msmd to me, and repaired, wiili t\\e T^cW\&^<^»& v^ V^>^nkj^s^ 
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baidai*8, to the bay of Metschigman, in the vicinity of which 
was linlerat's settlement. He took with him Dr. Mark, bb 
assistant Meir^ the boatswain Batakow, the first surgeoq Leb- 
raann, the interpreter Oaukiii, and three hunters, leaving me 
orders to survey the bay of Anadyr, to proceed from thence 
to Unalaschka, and winter there; in the sprii^ to return to 
Kamtschatka; and after having examined tlie sea between the 
Kurilian islands, to leave the vessel in the harbour of Petropauf 
lousk, and go with the men to Ochotsk. 

CHAP^ VIII. 



DEPARTURE FROM TRE BAY OF ST. LAWRENCE TO UNA- 
LASCHKA. — ARRIVAL AT CAFTAIN's BAY. «— IM- 
POSING A TRIBUTB on THB ISLANI>BRS. — AKBIVALOP 
THE TOJA of THE ISLAND ATCHA, AND THE ALKUTIANI' 
OF THE ANDKEJANOW ISLAND. — SEA-LlON PUACB.— 
SCURVY AMONG THE MEN. 

X HE departure of Captain Billings was imoiedialely soc^ 
ceeded by my own. I weighed anchor the next day, even in a 
perfect cairn, and was towed off between the narrow cape and 
the exterior sandbank. The depth of this place amounted' to 2i 
fathoms. On going round the cape, a w^st wind arpse^ with 
which we managed to get under sail. The depth increased tc( 
6 fathoms, and the bottom was sandy. After passing; the ahal* 
lows we lay-to for a time. 

We did not observe any tide while we lay at anchor. 

On going again under sail we ran straight through the hav of 
St Lawrence. The depth in the centre was Qo fathpqia in a 
sandy bottom. The breadth of the mouth, from the north-east 
to the south-western cape, amounts to 1 1 miles. On %he &bore 
of this latter we discovered, at the foot of the mountaiost ani) 
ift the vicinity of the brooks, die habitations of stationary Tachak'? 
fichens in four different places. 

Two miles further we stood round the rocky mass, forming the 
south-eastern point of the promontory at the mouth of the bay^ 
and kept along the shore first 8| miles to the west, and afterwards 
4^ miles to west-south-west. The depth amounted to 1 5, 13, 
and 10 fathoms, with a gravelly and sandy bottom. The moun- 
tains grew more level, and were intersected by various clefts. 
The coast that immediately bounded the water was an entire flat. 
At a distance of five miles »-head of us we discovered the point 
of a shore, on which was a large settlement of the Tscbokschens. 
^rom diis point commences the bay of Metschigmena, beyond 

liek $be Aore trends tQ8oi]AVi-soi\^ea^,.t^vfiEkc^«y^^ 



mountains, and occasionally declining into a perfectljf level sur* 
fece. 

On tbe 15tfa we calculated the latitude at 64^ 37S the longi* 
tude at 188°l]^ The depth was 12 fathoms, and the bottom 
pebbly. In the afternoon the weather clearing up, which had 
been for some time hazy, we discovered to south-west, at a dis- 
tance of 17 miles, a mountainous shore, into which the two bays, 
Oeljagin and Ketschekeyum, penetrated. According to the ac- 
count of the Tschukfichens, there were three islands at the mouth 
of the former ; but we could distinguish only one of small mag- 
Bitude, probably owing in part to tbe mist which was not en- 
tirely dispersed, and in part to the nearness of the two iirst to 
Ihe shore. At s^en m the evening we descried to north-west, 
76^ a considerable settlement of Tschukschens, and towards 
midnight we were opposite to tlie southern point of Tschukotskoi 
JSoi, and lay-to till the morning, in order to examine it moni 
narrowly* 

On the ifith a violent wind and heavy mist arising, we found it 
fiecessary to continue lying- to, and remained till the 18th off the 
flhore of the above-mentioned bay^ in the constant cxpectatioa 
of clearer weather ; but no change taking place, we resolved oa 
steering for the island of St. Matthew, in order to recruit our 
almost exhausted stock of wood from the floating logs that pass 
that shore in great quantities. 

On the 19th the wind changed, becoming first southerly, and 
afterwards south-easterly ; the mist likewise dispersed, and 
opened to our view the island of Clark, or St. Lawrence, called 
by the Tschukschens Eunuigjen. The Tschukschens pass over to 
it in their baidars, in order to exchange their baidars and larg« 
iwhale-bone with the Russians for various trifles. At noon we 
(Observed the latitude to be at 63*^ 23', the longitude 136*^ 39\ ^ 

When we first came to an anchor off this island, we fancied 
we saw through the mist two small islands, which must have 
been only mist ; for after the most diligent search in clear wea- 
ther, 1 could discover nothing. 1 should conceive some of Lieu- 
tenant Sinde's islands to have been of a similar nature ; and it in 
most probable for Captain Cook to have been in like manner 
mislead, for Anderson's island, another lying to the nortji of 
Clarke's, were not to be found in the places assigned them, al- 
though we examined the different parts in perfectly clear weather. 

In the afternoon we approached St. Lawrence's island, the 
£rst and most conspicuous part of which, its north-eastern pro- 
montory, appeared to be a small distinct island, until, on a nearer 
f(urvey, we found it united with the former by a plain. The 
English mariners are of opinion that this is the cape to fv 
Qwnmodqrp Bdu'inggaye the oa^e oi %V.«\Av«\^vie^\' 
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consider it more probable for him to have taken the mountains of 
the large island, which are hitinitely higher, and more conspicuous, 
for this cape ; for which reason the island is more entitled to the 
uanie of St. I^wTence, than Clarke. 

With a fair cast and north-east wind on the ^Oth, we got near 
the island of St. Matthew, which the mist concealed from our 
view. In the evening the wind grew stronger, and continued ri- 
sing all night, so as to be actually stormy towards morning* 

On the SCd the w ind abated ; but the sea running high, we were 
driven to south-west. Till the 2()th I waited in vain for a chanse 
of weather, by wlii<:h I might draw nigh to the shore of the island ; 
at length our verv reduced stock of wood obliged us to turn our 
thoughts to some other resource, and we accordingly resolved on 
steering for the island of Unalaschka. 

On the 37th we stood off the Pribylow's islands, and the next 
morning we passed the southernmost of them, St. George's 
island. At 9 oVlock it was 2 1 miles distant from us to the north 
half-east, our latitude being 55^ 57' and longitude 19 i^ &• On 
the morning of the S9th we came in sight of UnalaSchka: at 
noon the cape between the place Weselowsk and the mouth of 
the Captain's-haven, was 38 miles distant from us, to the south- 
east. 80^; from whence we perceived, that we had calculated our 
latitude JFrom I^wrence-bay always 46 miles too easterly. 

Towards evening we came to an anchor off the eastern side 
of the island of Amaknak. The day following we proceeded as 
far as the village Ululuk, and took up our former station there. 
Here I learnt that our oflier vessel under the command of Cap- 
tain Hall had run into this bay, and after a stay of 13 days for 
victualling and watering, had put to sea again. 

Perceiving that half a mile from our anchoring-place to the 
9outh-wesC of the island , there was a better station for our vessel 
on the other side of a little island, 1 accordingly proceeded to 
the spot, and lay at cablets length between two shores. 

Our first concern now, was the providing ourselves vi'ith a 
mifficiency of wood, for which purpose we daily collected the 
floating logs from the adjacent parts, and conveyed them to our 
ship in baidars. 

On the 2d of September some Aleutians informed me that 
they discovered a single-masted vessel at sea, towards tlie west- 
tern shore of Captains-haven ; but not being able to give me any 
farther satisfactory account, 1 mounted the summit of the moun- 
tain on tlie islanda Amaknak, where, through a telescope, I des- 
cried a vessel, w hich, from its equipment, could be no other than 
the newly-built cutter under captain Hall's command. 1 imme- 
diately went in a sloop to it, and was welcomed by the whole crew 
wiib die most heartfelt deligViU Accoidka^Xo xk^&V]^ ^>kcl afijqount^ 
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they had been in the track after us during the whale summer^ but 
bad been prevented putting to sea until after the time appointed 
for meetmg our vessel. It being a calm, the new vessel, which 
had received the name of Tschernoi Orel (Black Eagle) from its 
builder, came to an anchor first near the western shore of tiie 
Captain's haven, close by the village of Natykinsk, from whence 
it was towed in the evening alongside the Slawa Rossii. 

On the 3d of September our officers held a consultation on 
the properest place for passing the winter, in which it was unani- 
mously decided, that, in consequence of the distance of Kamt- 
«chatka and the lateness of the season, it was most adviseable for 
us to take up our abode off Unalaschka, and at the same time to 
remain on board our vessels. Captain Billings ^had^ indeed, re-> 
commended for the crew to be dispersed among the different vil- 
lages of tlie Aleutians ; but, independent of the burthen which 
their support would have been to a people oftentimes unable to 
maintain themselves, the vehement and tempestuous winds which 
at present raged, made it altogether impossible to find any secure 
anchoring-station. We therefore determined, for the sake of 
saving bur present stock of sea-provision, on curtailing the daily 
allowance, and on using every effort to recruit ourselves, which 
circumstances would admit of. 

In order to lighten the vessel and preserve our stores, I had 
a sort of magazine erected of poles, which were covered with 
thick grass instead of planks; and for a bakehouse as well as 
scperate dwelling for the sick^ had a jurt built on a shore of 
floating ^ood. 

On the 1 2th, we proceeded to execute that part of our com- 
mission, which required us to number the inhabitants of tlie 
places subject to the Russian empire, to regulate the Japak or 
tribute in future to be levied, to acquire the good-will of the 
islanders by presents, and confer honorary gold, silver, and 
copper medals, in the name of the empress on the most re- 
spectable. We profited by the opportunity which presented it- 
self on that day, when the Aleutians were collected together, 
to receive the presents promised them by Captain Billings for 
the preparation of dry fish, berries, and roots. We accord- 
ingly distributed rewards among them, and dismissed them with 
still greater promises. They readily acceded to the tribute im- 
posed upon them, and engaged to discharge it at the commence* 
ment of winter, both for themselves and for all who might go 
to the chace, taking upon themselves the management of the 
whole matter. Hitherto the Japak had been imposed only on 
two or three, selected by our hunters, and on that account called 
Jassashnas. 

By the middle of September mre had omx viVdL<|^x\$\^ sL^:rcL%Nx\^s>i* 
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rdy into which our provisions and stores were tradspoitect out of 
the ships. 

In cahn weather the Aleutians brought us stock-fish and roach 
from time to time. Tlie inhabitants of this place catch their fish 
on the western shore of Captain Vhaven, with tackling of whale- 
ainews or thin sea-cole, to which they tie a bone or iron-hook, 
sticking on it a piece of fish, or the root of Angelica, or some 
other herb of a particuler description fetched from Alaksa^ 
winch has a powerful smell. 

For their fish, we made the Aleutians some trifliug acknow- 
*^Iedgments. Tobacco, fine needles, and goats*hair were the 
principal objects of tlieir choice. With the latter they. deco-> 
rated their vests, making it also serve instead of thread in 
pnncturing, for which they likewise uae white hair from the tail» 
of. horses, and rein-deer hair. They in like ncianner shewed a 
partiality for white and red enamel, with which the women adoro 
their clothes, being very much [Ae^sed with the Russian dress, 

Crticuiarly the jackets of nankeen, the shirts, trowsers, and 
ndkerchiefs. 

On the 2d of October we had so violent a storm, that our 
cables were broken, by which we were fastened to the shore. 

At this period we were visited by the chief troja of the island 
Atcha, of the name of Pankow, who came to us from Unimak 
in a large baidar of the Andrejanows islands* He had been ob 
visit to his relations in Unimak, and at the same time had 
distributed the regulations which he had brought with him for 
all the islanders in the year ]789> when he went to Kamt- 
schatka M'ith a merchantman. 

This troja wore a vest of light red cloth with gold fringe, 
and a velvet cap, presented to him by her Imperial Majesty. He 
spoke tolerably pure Russian, and discovered in his conversation . 
a superiority of knowledge and discernment over all the other 
trojas. We learned from him the number of inhabitants on the 
Andrejanow islands, in each distinct place, as also the particular 
number of males. He was attended by the trojas of the above- 
mentioned places, with whom he consulted about the tribute 
they had each to pay. In our turn we distributed medals among 
them in the name of lier Imperial Majesty ; assigning to Paukow 
one of gohl, with several other presents. 

Pankow was accompanied by 25 Aleutians from the Andre- 
janow Islands, 14 of whom were in a large baidar, and the 
re^t in small single-seated baidars. In their passage through 
the very broad strait between Signam and Aniniuhta, thcy were 
so tossed about by a storm, as they infonned us, that they were 
obliged to lighten the vessel of its tackling and stores, and were 
^4fmaji»mifiil2 fw^Sr i»Qurs> on which occasion one 
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bianin a small baidar was separated from them^ and had not 
been heard of since. 

In a violent ^ina and a swelling sea, the Aleutialis are 
obliged to keep in one station as much as possible^ for which 
Reason they tie all their baidars in a row to one another ; and 
that they may not be dashed together by the waves, they put 
bladders in the spaces between, and point the head of their 
barks against the waves until the wind changed. 

The Andrejenow Aleutians are perfectly siniilar to those on 
our island, both in appearance and mode of living ; having even 
in their language no other visible difference than M'hat was oc- 
iCasidnally to be observed iii the position of the words atid their 
accentuation. , The dreds of both males and females was per- 
fectly alike^ The women wear' the same ornament in tlieir ears 
and nose, with this single difference^ that the bones which the 
jbrmer stick in the under lip are much smaller, aiid the holes 
are pierced wider apart on the side of the moutli. In the 
middle of the cheeks they puncture a little black double citcle^ 
lobliquely ovier the middles of the forebead a double line, and 
Over the nose betwixt the eye-brows two little crookied stripes. 

In the beginning of October, the Subaltern Chudakow was 
sent out to survey the Aleutian Islands, upon which the Aleutians 
also set off from the Andrejenow Islands for Umriak, where 
they intended wintering. 

At the close of this month th^ Aleutians began the sea- 
bear chace, which continued till November. These animals 
jretUrh from the northern to the southern countries, and in their 
course enter the bays of this island, upon which the Aleutian^ 
pursae them in their baidars. They know pretty accilrately the 
iipot where they rise up out of the water, and two or three men 
to a bear plant themselves in a convenient position for casting 
tfaeir dart^at him, as soon as he makes his appearance. Thus 
by repeated wounds with their darts every time he rises, they at 
kngth completely exhaust and cripple him \ but that he may not 
sink immediately on receiving the mortal stab, they affix bladders 
to their darts. He only has a right to the skin of the animal who 
inflicts the first wound. 

The chace of otters and other aquatic animals is subject to 
similar laws. The first successful darter receives half the skin 
and the entrails, and has besides the right of assignitig the other 
half to any one of the hunters he pleases; the second successful 
aim entitles the person to the neck, and the remaining entrails ; 
the third takes the bladder ; the fourth and fifth can claim the 
fore feet ; the fifth and si^cth the hind feet. The flesh is shared 
equally atnong all the parties concerned. 

At the commencement of the "je^Lt a <^\^c.^, ^^ -^^i^iRw 
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Svhose share the first sea-lion falls^ distributes his portion of flesh 
among all the Aleutians of his place ; but they are obliged to re- 
turn him all the bones^ which being collected together, are thrown 
back into the sea. 

The commencement of the sea-lion-chace terminates the 
fishery, the weather being 4i8ually too cold, and the winds too 
vehement. The favourite food of the Aleutine is the flesh of 
sea-animals, which, when consumed, is supplied by shell-fisb, 
roots, and sea-wort; some of them indeed, in summer, lay 
bye dry fish, roots, and fat, which is, however, generally in 
too small quantities to last any length of time. The sea, there* 
fore, remains, at all times, their grand resource ; one while sup- 
plying them witlt an abundance of fish or animals for their pur- 
suit, and another time casting on its shore many delicacies 
which require no labour to obtain. In this manner the in- 
habitants pass an easy life heedless of futurity. 

In the evening of the 5th, a strong wind rose from the west, 
which tore the cable of the Slawa Rossii, that was no sooner 
supplied by another than it was instantly torn again. The 
storm •lasted three days and nights, and burst forth from the 
clefts of the mountains with such impetuosity, th^t 'the boats 
and empty casks, lying on the shore, were rolled down into 
the sea. 

Hitherto we had procured fuel from the willows that grew 
on the shore of a brook that ran into the bay of Natykinsk; 
but in consequence of a heavy fall of snow, and the brook 
being frozen, we could not float any more willows down the 
stream, but we found others at the farther extremity of another 
brook near the village of lUuluk, whither we sent our men after it 
on foot ; an exercise that served as a very efiicacious preventa- 
tive against the scurvy, which was beginning to make its 
appearance. 

The 19th, being calm weather, the Aleutians went fishing at 
our request, but caught only two shell-fish. 

On the -21st, we dispatched two of our hunters to shoot * 
fowl. Three of them put themselves into a treble-seated 
baidar, with the view erf crossing the strait ; but were scarcely v 
off from the shore when a sudden squall upset their un- 
steady bark, and dislodged its contents into the water. Two 
of the ^men saved themselves, but the third was drowned. 
The complaints of our people respecting the smallness of their . 
allowance becoming too urgent, we were obliged to give then^ 
their ordinary portion of peas, butter, and meat. 

At the close of December the scurvy had increased the 
number of our sick to twelve. We strove to afford them aU 
possible assistance, by procuring fresh food, for which pur-. 
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pofle ux or seven shooters were daily sent out after wild fowl. 
On lucky days they usually brought from three to six birds of 
different sorts, as urilas^ sea-ducks, mews, wild-geese^ and oc« 
casionally a woodcock, or some other land-bird. 

On the ^ and Sd of January the weather was hazy but 
calm. Some Aleutians dien went again to fish, and brought 
us twelve stock-fish and two roaches, each of which weighed 
two pounds and a half. In the middle of January our pa- 
ti^its with the scurvy were increased to the number of twenty- 
three. 

The high wind which blew from the 19th to (he 2^th drove 
a whale to the wes^tern shore of Captain's- t^ay, and after- 
wards threw it on the island of Uknadok* The' islanders gave 
us information of it, enquiring, at the same time, whether we 
were not in want of oil. We ordered twelve puds for bum- 
11^ in our lamps. Although the fish was only eighteen feet 
long, it proved extremely serviceable to the Aleutians in their 
a{q>r0aching scarcity, and was shared among all the inhabitants 
of the surrounding villages. 

On the 8th of February, we had still twenty-three sick of 
ihe scurvy, and two dead. 



CHAP. IX, 

PBPABTURB FOR THE NORTHERN SIDE OF UNALASCHKA* 
— -ARRIVAL ATTHE VILLAGE OP MAKUSCHINSK.-— Ci AMES 
OF THE ISLANDERS. — BAYS ON THE WESTERN SIDE OF 
THE ISLAND. — CURE OF A SICK WOMAN BY A SHAMAN. — 
ATROJA ACTING AS SHAMAN. — RETUBN TO THE VKIbSEL» 

Jl\cCOROING to the information of some Aleutians, thera 
were some beautiful bays on the western side of (Jnalaschka, 
which, as they had hitherto been unnoticed by any mm. I UxAi 
upon myself to survey and describe. 1 accordingly set.oflf on the 
13thof Februarv, in a treble-seated baidar, attetidefi by a f<;w 
islanders in single-seate<l oties^ I bad but one saiU>r with me, 
and the trojaof llluluk, baptized by thenameof £li<M;i Vu|iy«cbew, 
who spoke tolerably g<KMi Kussiati, and served as interfireti^f . I 
was obliged after the manner of my companion* U$ draw on an 
upper garment of fishery' entrails, to put a wo#id#m \mi tm my 
hi^, and take the oar in my hand. My iAftnyam waj^ isnv^ttul 
before me in a directi^m tliat I could u«ie it at pleaswri; ; inui ih^ 
aailorwho was in a small baidar, carried the leail Ua ^futtdiit^ 
as {deiired. 
J)5 30€m as we were clear uf the w«»Wru Am/k^'<A V;^^simIv< 
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haven^ we stood to the nprth-west along the steep rock; shore of 
the nordiern side of Unalaschka, as jSEtr as die bpei) bay of Wese* 
lowsk^ which penetrates three quarters of a mile into die island. 
On the shore of a little brook whidi discharges itself into it froof 
a cleft in the mountaiiiy lie^ the settlement of lYeselowsk, consistr 
ing of oiSy two jurts, iidiabited however by thirty-qne persons of 
the male sex. Opposite tp this village^ a rocky islet rises i^ 
the bay, that is very disdncdy observed from the sea^ be- 
ing much more prominent than the interior flat shore of the bay, 

We spent the night in this place, and puraned our course in 
the morning. The shore continued to be one rocky steep tor 
wards south-south-west, as far as die other bay Sachtupikji 
which extends fqr half a mile into the interior of the islluidr 
It receives the waters of two brooks from the mountains^ tha 
foot of which forms the depressed gravelly shore. 

Eight miles from \^eselowsk we passed a volcanic crater, 
called by die Aleudans, Aijagin. It i^ higher than all the other 
mountains of Unalaschka, with a §^mmit more level ^an pointed: 
that on the southern side of the island has the appearance oi 
being almost flat ; all eruptions have long since ceased, and no^ 
thing now reniains but occasonal smoke. Earthquakes are like- 
wise now very rare, which were formerly frequent and so vio- 
lent as to overturn jurts and pendant rockk. On the summit of 
this crater the Aleutians collect sulphur and lava ; fron^ which 
latter they make points for their darts. 

Tlie weather this morning was very dull, attended with pnlj: 
a gentle east breeze, that strengthened towards the aftemoQB, 
and occasioned a vehement surge, 'tlie Aleudans pursued their 
course with the most perfect traiiquilUty and unconcern, wfaUa 
1 was in no small trepidation, fancying that every billow which 
approached me would inevitably swallow me and my little bark. 
Nor were my fears without foundation, for though die inhabit- 
ants are very expert in managing these boats, and preserving 
the exact equilibrium with their oars on the approach of every 
wave, yet such is the sniallness of these conveyances, mine'no^ 
being more than a foot and half broad in the middle, that the 
slightest vYvoY in guiding them may be, and often is,' attended 
with the in')st st rious consequences. 

Fifteen miles from Weselowsk the shore became very saqdy, 
forming, b y a curve inwards, a sort of bay, which receiyed the 
waters of a brook from the neighbouring mountains. Farther on, 
the shore winds to the norh-east, and finally to the east, termi- 
nating with the village of Makuschinsk, about two miles and a 
half distant from die curve before-niendoned, and lying at the 
inouth of a small river, formed by three lakes, and united by 
MoufU iraiei^fidls. J" 'ch hump-backed salmon -nv^ 
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ttn^U^f &h piake their appearance about the beginning of May, 
There are 45 Alentian inhabitants in t)iis village^ who are distn-> 
ji^utbd in two large jurts. 

During a ^tay of three days, I found tfie games here which 
are usual among these people, and which continue through the 
wbt^r until the beginnuig of spring, or until the appearance of 
the whales. X^eir origni is ascribed to the Shamans, who assure 
them that the spirits are pleased with such performances, and wili^ 
in return, send plenty of whales on shore. The performers 
wear masks, resembling the f^ces of the spirits which have 
appeared to the Shamans; and, although these men no longer 
f^ase»B the implicit coi^dence of the people, the Aleutians 
always celebrate the arrival of a fish with these games. The 
peraon fijrst making the discovery announces it by wearing a 
parrow fillet on his head, and has a right to half the entrails, skin, 
tongue, an4 sinews. The rest is divided by the trojars of the 
village among the od)er Aleutians. 

On one of the days which I passed here I witness* m! the fol- 
lowing celebration of the abuve-mentioned szomes : — There 
poles were placed horizontally between the beani.^ of the jurt, 
the first about three feet biilow the upper openin*.^ of the jurt, 
the second about twelve feet lower, and the third about nine feet 
bdbw the fiecond, and about four feet from the ground. 

The Aleutians assembled from the different villages then swing 
thei^selves up to the openii>g, during whtri^ a perpetual clamour 
is kept up by the shouts of th(? people at whose jurt it takes 
place, while thqse who rains their aim and fall to tlie ground are 
jsaluted by the spectators with loud pea^s of laughter. As soon 
as diis is concluded, and the guests are seated, the dances com- 
mence in the following order : — First, two boys in a state of nu- 
dity, who were followed by men with drumis fancifully decorated 
with caps on their heads, girdles round their loins, and bands on 
their arms and feet ; afterwards females, two and two, having 
their heads encircled with binders embroidered with goat's hair, 
flourishing bladders of birds' bkins, and dancing to the druiiis ; 
|hen a second string of females carrying arrows; and finally a 
train of men in motley masks, with wide streaked mouths, and on 
their heads a sea-dog's face. . Some few who were seated struck 
violently on drunis, to which iht^y sung the following verses, 
^hich, although translated to me, iby no means understood : 

What shall I do? 
As it appears to rae, 
That I sbaU do. 
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Then came another ma^k^ with wide extended mouth, and » 
shepherd's crook^ singing as follows : 

O what knavery ! 

O what roguery ! / 

Thou, O Ammech ! 

Hast made the world* 

A third maskj having lost a left eye^ sung the followiug : 

In the niidst of Alaksa, 
Is Agmagaluk's jurt ; 
Tis that which we sing. 

These men were followed by female masks, who seated 
themselves by the man with the sea-dog's face^ before whom a 
few other women danced with dishevelled hair, carrying beards 
of sea-lions in their hands, occasionally pointing to the mask 
seated in the middle. They sung the following verse : 

The hellish island Sakchadok 
Contains the arrows we must not forget ; 
Yet why should we remember 
That whicE brings no good ? 

And thus ended the piece. I had also an opportunity of 
si^eing the dances of some of the Andrejanow islanders, (who 
were spectators of the above performance), which differed much 
from the others. The men took off their upper garments, 
dancing in succession one after the other in shirts and trowsers ; 
having on their heads caps, embroidered with long narrow points, 
projecting forwards, curved towards the top, and decorated with 
goat's hair. A sea-hound's skin, two sea-lions' bladders, and a 
cloth, -were thrown before the dancers. When the Aleutian^i 
began to sing, the dancer took in each hand a bladder, which 
he held so as for them to hang down, to his elbows, and then 
began to dance, nodding and tossing his bead to the sound of the 
drum ; after which, throwing down the bladders, he took up the . 
the skin, and swung it aloft several times, as if to exhibit it to the 
company ; then threw it down, and seizing the clotli, danced with 
it as before, holding its extremities in his hands ; and finally, 
taking a stick, imitated the action of rowing a b^idar. 'They 
say this dance is expressly invented for the purpose of represent-^ 
ing in a ridiculous point of view the vaultings of their compa- 
nions, concerning their catching marine animals ; the bladders, 
the seal's'Skin, and clotli being emblematical of the spoil wliicb 
the hunter triumphantly exhibits to view. The women array 
themselves for the dance in an upper garment, resembling the 
T>arka of the men which they confine with a girdle, tying round 
^eir heads a binder, like that of the native Aleutians, and car- 
717^ on their backs an arrow with an inflated bladder. The lady 
us equipped, approaches the circle oi menyviVvo ^\^^^'aX^<^v 
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mnd kneels on a grass mat in the midst. When the song com- 
mences^ slie begins to move, and gradually fises with her. hands 
both confined in her girdle ; she then takes the arrow from her 
back^ and, raising herself on her toes^ in this attitude dances, 
without leaving the spot^ at the same time suiting the movements 
of her head^ and tliose of the arrow she holds in her hand, to 
the sound of the drum. 

On the 17th the weather being fine and sun bright, I com- 
menced my observations from the promontory of the place, and 
found our latitude 53° 5\\ A small distance from the village I 
discovered a warm spring issuing from a cleft in a rock, which 
is, howevct, only visible at low water, being at other time^ 
wholly covered by the st^-eam. 

On the 18th the weather was calm enough for me to pursue 
my course; previous to which I took a survey of Makuschinsk. 
The shore leading to it extends in rocky projections towards 
south-east 60°^; the entrance of the bay is about 2| miles 
wide, lying to the north-east 55^. At a distance of about 
£20 fathoms from the northern side of the bay towards the 
south-west are two high projecting rocks ; 60 feet from the 
rocks the water was not more than seven fathoms, although in 
the middle it was so deep that our lead never once reached the 
bottom. The whole bay is nine miles and a half in length* 
At noon we were off the left shore, near Ikschaktak's bay, in 
lat. 58° 46'. In the afternoon we ran in and found the opposite 
shore, five miles distant from the mouth, divided by a neck of land 
into two parts, one called Udamak and the other Maganach.— 
The first extends to south-east four, miles and a half, having in 
Its centre two small islands. On the left hal)d, the space be- 
tween the shore and the nearest island is about the third part of a 
verst in the centre. The water is 32 fathoms deep, with sl 
gravelly bottom : the roads are about a verst in width, and so 
deep that a line of fifty fathoms could not reach the bottom* 
The other half, or Maganach bay, extends itself two miles and 
a half towards the south j it is very deep at the entrance, but 
three quarters of a mile farther shallows to fifty fathoms, and 
continues to become more shallow as you approach the oppo- 
site shore. A mile and a quarter from, the island^ both tlje 
shores approach each other, and form a road about half a verst 
in breadth, which leads to an oval basin, a mile in diameter.-— 
This basin also receives a stream that descends from the moun- 
tains. In the centre it is seven fathoms deep, and at the mouth 
25, with a muddy bottom. We took up our abode for the 
night on the first island, where we found a hut constructed of 
whales' bones, in which the Aleutians; from Makuschinskj^ 
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usually reside during the autumn^ for the purpose of eaichli^ 
sea-bears^ whii h ruu into the bay at that season. 

On the following day we left this place, and anchored agaii! 
off the village Akmaga, foiiAniles from the hay Makuschiosk^ 
This villagi. lies near the sfaore^ in the vicinity of a brook which 
flows out of a lake, and has seven male inhabiiants. Having 
passed the night here^ we proceeded onward, and passgd two 
bays which penetrated three miles into the island to south-east^ 
They appeared unsheltered, and not well adapted for an anchor^ 
ing^place, on which account I thought it needless, to enter them* 
A range of high ro.cks extend themselves for about half a mile t^ 
south-west, beyond which the shore winds to south-east and south 
towards a bay, called by the Aluetians Alukoo,^ aud by the 
Kussians Makrowsk; its entrance is about a mile and a l^di 
v^ide, defended on each side by steep r6cks, and penetrating 
towards the east about three mile? and three quar^rs, and th^. 
iBvinds to the south', where, although it is sheltered firom the 
winds on one side, is still an insecure station from the rough 
rocks and numerous^ cliffs on its shor^. Two miles and a hetf 
beyond the promontory is another bay to the south, called 
Koshiga, open towards the west a mile. and a half long, and at 
the mouth three quarters of a mile broad ; near which, oa the 
right shore, is an inconsiderable island facing the ocean ; a mile 
beyond, a high and slender . rock emerges from tlie tvater^ 
under whose surface lie' concealed innumerable shelves* The 
depth between the rock and the island is 55 fathoms, with ai 
gravelly bottom; at the mouth of the bay the water is only 
twelve fathoms deep, and shallows to seven forther on, with ^ 
bottom of fine sand, which, judging from the appearatice of the 
shore, most probably covers the rocks at no great distance 
from hence, and occasioned the wrecking of ShebeshoVs ship 
in 1790, who, having anchored in* the bay to water, in his way 
from the island Badjak, was torn from his anchorage, and dashed 
against the shore. 

On the inner shore of the bay lies the village Koshiga, con-' 
sisting of three jurts, inhabited by thirty-two Aleutians, and two 
Russian hunters, left in the former year from a ship belonging to 
Shebeshow, on the western promontory of the island, while 
the ship itsdf wintered in the island discovered by the steersman 
Pribylow. ^ 

Among the Aleutians who accompanied me from Akmagan 
was a Shaman, who undertook the restoration of a sick Woman 
at the request of her relations. The Shaman an^ some of his coun- 
try people seated themselves in a circle round the sick woman, and 
commenced a Shaman's hymn, accompanied by die drum ; ta 
this, after a short time, foUowed a pToioxnA i'^^GLce, Qi^^:;^<;^\ifid^ 
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as the interpreter informed me, by the apjiearance of a spirit, 
\vhich the Shaman began to suppUcate for the sick woman. The 
spirit appeared rather obstinate at first ; but at the continued 
entreaties of the Shaman at length yielded, adding, that the sick 
person suffered on account of her father's having, while on the 
M'hale fishery, smeared his arrows with the spinal marrow of that 
fish, and since he was now dead, an evil spirit was charged lo 
obtain satisfaction irom the daughter. The song now recom- 
menced, and at the expiration of five minutes silence again pre- 
vailed. The Shaman then addressed the spirit, which nowUp- 
peared to be under his controul, and informed tlie bystanders, 
that it was now in the bowels of the sick woman, for the pur- 
pose of minutely examining the disease, and removing the cause, 
from which in three days her restoration might be expected* 
This hope, according to the assurance of the Shaman, was 
confirmed by another spirit, whose opinic« he had obtained; 
aqd thus concluded the exorcism. The Shamans never demand 
any compensation from the people, contentedly receiving what 
is given them, and never requiring offerings for the spirita*_.,.^ ^ 

On the 21st, I. proceeded farther with fine weather, and a 
calm sea ; but towards noon a gale from the nortli-west blew 
so hard, that I with difficulty reached the first promontory, four 
miles from Koshiga to the south-west, and anchored off a little 
village called by the Aleutians Umschaluka, by the Russians Se- 
denka. It contains only twelve inhabitants. From the promon- 
tory is discernible a small rocky island, a quarter of a mile to the 
south-west and a mile to the west, a high rock surrounded with 
projecting cliffs. 

On the third day the wind abated, and we made direct fot 
the promontory of Amnak, distant from Sedenka about five miles 
to south-west 51^, and projecting far into the ocean with a 
range of high rocks. Between these two promontories are three 
open bays. The first, called Alimuda, commences immediately 
beyond Sedenka, penetrating two niiles and a half into the island 
in a westerly direction : the strond is two miles in extent to the 
south-west; and the third is on!y*divided from the second by a 
small slip of land, running in a south-easterly direction a mile 
and a quarter into the island. 

When we came directly opposite to the promontory of Amnak^ 
we perceived the entrance of the Bay of Tschernowsk, two 
miles and three quarters distant from the back part of the pro- 
montory. The entrance is defended on each side by a sort of 
promontory of high rock, surroiuided with projecting cliffs. 
The shore between Amnak and Tschernowsk forms a slight 
curve far into the sea, is alternately rugged and mountainousi 
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but evidently lower than Amnak, which, when viewed from the 
ocean, appears niiich elevated. 

In the evening I arrived at the village of Tscheriiowsk, and 
on the following morning, notwithstanding the snow and rain, 
proceeded to survey the bay, which I found to be three miles and 
three quarters in length. The water at the entrance is 15 
fathoms, with a gravelly bottom ; half a mile from the entrance 
is ^5 fathoms deep ; and a mile to the interior, only 18 
fathoms. A mile and a half from the entrance is a small cove, 
penetrating a mile and a half to the west, 14 fathoms deep in 
i\m centre, with a muddy bottom, Tfiid might afford an excellent 
tinchorin" place. On the peninsula lies the village of Tscher- 
nowsk, consisting of one large and one small jurt, inhabited by 
thirty-nine Aleutians. The latitude of this place is 53^ £9'- 

It was now my intention to visit the western promontory 
of Unalaschka, mA proceed to my vessel round by the 
Southern- shor^e ; but being detained here three days by vioJent 
winds, and my provisions being on the decline, I was compeUed 
to return. 

On the 1st of March I came to Koshiga, and was informed 
by die inhabitants, that not far from here on the south-side of 
the island is another very large bay, whose very fine gituatiou 
determined me to visit it, although I was detained by wind and 
Aveather till the 6th, when I proceeded in a treble-seated baidar, 
live miles aiona: an inlet between a double row of mountains. 
The bay is called KulFilak, and although not so large as had 
been represented, is admirably defended on all sides against the 
sea; its length from south-west to north-west is a mile and a 
half. The entrance of the bay is towards the north-west 6d°, 
its breadth between two naked projecting clifls KX) fathoms. Its 
depth in the middle is i 1 fathoms, and near the cliffs from four 
to five. Farther in the bay curves to north-east, wid becomes 
broader but shallower ; and near to a small rocky island, the 
water is only four fathoms and a half: the bottom is sandy. On 
the left shore is a sand-bank^ with several naked and con- 
cealed cliffs which ships must guard against by keeping to the 
riglit shore. After having passed this island, the bottom be- 
comes njiiddy, and the depth of water increases to seven 
fiathoms and a half, and continues so to the furthest s^hore, 
when it receives the waters of two brooks ; one from the moun- 
tains, the other from a lake. The shore of the bav is m some 
places mountainous,^ in others high and rocky, then again form- 
ing a sloping plain. 1 then proceeded about three miles beyond 
the bay to a promontory on my right, to take a survey of the 
southern shore of Unalashka, and perceived that it has a soiith- 
wcsteriy direction ^ and that the iBVwwi \& ^w tbisi side very 
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narrow. On the other side of the l>ay of KiiUllak to the north- 
east, the shore was couctaled bv the st( cp and projecting pro- 
montorv of Amtschik. Tl:e Aleutians were oi (;p j.'if)ii, that 
it might be easy to run into the I^iiy o'' Kullilak i'l.fni ihe open 
sea; but it may not be amiss to remark, that when you sail 
from the side east-south-east towards the island, it appears to 
be divided into two islands. 

Hazy v.eather and stormy winds detained me six days at the 
village of Koschiga, and obliged me to coiisume my small stock 
of provisions, after which I was compelled to make s?hift with 
dried fish, murine herbs, and vegetables, except once, wiier. my 
host brought me some fresh fish, which they eall Teipuge; but 
having neither bread nor salt I ate it wilh little relish. 

The Aleutians becoming at length quite tired of bad weather, 
they one day collected themselves together men, women, and 
children, and repaired to an open field, where having ligthed a fire 
and turned themselves to the wind, they clapped their handi? 
and screamed with all their might, quietly returning in the full 
expectation of a favourable change. 

Towards evening, 1 suddenly heard the drum beating in a 
corner of the Jurt, atid w-as informed by my interpreter, that 
the Tojas and Shamans were conjuring a spirit for favourable 
weather. At the expiration of a quarter of an hour the Shaman 
began to cry aloud, but soon ceased, and fell senseless to the 
ground. The terror became universal, a crowd surrounded 
bind ; sung a solemn lamentation, and conjured the spirit to 
spare the good Shaman ; notwithstanding which he continued 
sonie time motionless, but at last revived, and informed the 
bystanders '' that he had summoned the spirit into his presence, 
and con^manded him to send fine vreather ; but the spirit thought 
it by no means necessary, and he accordingly reproved him for 
his obstinacy and caprice, threatening, if he persisted in his re* 
fusal, to inform the people that he had not sufiicient power, 
which would certainly not be much to his honour. Upon this 
the spirit became so furious, that he fell on him, and con^ 
tinued to torment him until he became senseless, during which 
period it was manifested to him, that tlie weather would be no 
better until three days after the death of a certain woman, 
(whose name he mentionod), which would take place in the 
€*ourse of the suunner. Then (added he) wc might sail as far 
as Makuschinsk, but no farther, as we should there be asrain 
overtaken bv bod weather. He enjoined us therefore, by no 
means to attciiipf proceeding farther, even if advised to do so 
by tlie inliabitaats themselves. He then informed me that on 
my return to my vessel, I should not find my companions and 

\ 2 



I 



6s SARYTSCHEW'S TRAVELS. 

people in a good state ; but that although vfe might lament 
having passtid the whole winter on the island^ yet we should put 
' to sea at the commence in ent of the summer^ and liapp'dy return 
to the place from which we came." 

The latitude of this place is 5.S^ 3l'. 

On the l6lh of March, I set out on my return to Maku- 
schinsk ; but being unable to proceed by water on account of 
the violent winds, I resolved to cross the mountains along the 
ghore on foot, to Captain's Bay, which the Aleutians informed 
ine was practicable during the summer in one day. 

I went in my baidar to the extreme point of the Bay of 
Makuschipsk, where I landed and commenced my excursion 
with three Aleutians as guides. For above half the way, I 
proceeded with great facility ; when I came to the back of a 
mountain, Mhosc summit I could reach only by climbhig a 
winding path, on the- rocky shore of a river. The farther 1 ad- 
vanced, the steeper it' became ; and being quite covered with 
hard snow, my labour was nmch augmented by being compelled 
with every step to stamp for myself a sure footing. Thus oc- 
cupied, 1 fearlessly proceeded, unconscious of the height I had 
attained, until at last, finding I could go no farther, I saw to 
my dismay that 1 stood on the brink of an immense precipice, 
whose sides were covered with rocks, at the bottom of which 
flowed a brook. On the sudden discovery of my situation, I 
was seized with such an irresistible dread, that I could pro- 
ceed no farther, and resolved to retread the path 1 had ascended, 
in doing which 1 expected at every step to be precipitated head- 
long to the bottom. Fortunately, however, I arrived in safety 
at the place from whence 1 set out, and was agan detained by 
wind and weather for the four following days. 

On the 20th at midnight, a violent tempest began, and the 
wind blew on land with such fury, that no one could withstand 
it. On the following day the uind was less violent, but tlie 
sea remained much agitated. The latitude of Makuschinsk is 
53 ^^ 5(y So'. 

TheToja of Makuschinsk, seeing my uneasiness at being thus 
long (Ittiiin.ed from my ship, and the great inconvenience 1 ex- 
perienced for want of food, was at Tcngth moved with com- 
passion, and informed me, that if the baidars were brought 
from the Bay of Makuschinsk to Beaver's-bay, it would be 
easy to pass to the vessels. By the aid of persuasion and pre- 
sents, therefore, I at length prevailed on some Aleutians to 
carry their own baidars and mine, across the land which parted 
the two bays, the distance being about three miles and U half. 

I began my little voyage on the 2Sdf and reaching the vessel^ 
on the /oj Jo wing day, found ihat dutvu^ my absence the crews 
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of the vessels had suffered so much from the scurvy, that eleven 
were dead on board the great ship, and three on board the 
small one. As 1 knew from experience, that this complaint is 
much relieved by change of air, I had the sick removed to the 
neighbouring villages with all speed, where they were placed in 
jiirts, previously cleaned and fitted for their reception. Besides 
this, the snow began to melt in various places, and enabled us to 
procure green-herbs for their sustenance, which produced a vi- 
jjible and rapid change. The chief cause of this malady was 
the damp and unfavourable weather, which continued almost 
uninterruptedly during the whole of our stay at this place. Be- 
sides which the half putrified food contributed not a little to 
increase the disorder, particularly bad rye-bread, which at best 
was tasteless, and soon became mouldy. 

CHAP. X. 



DESCRIPTION OF UNALASCHKA. 

Jl HE Island of Unalaschka, or as the inhabitants denominate 
it Nagunalaska, is the largest in the whole chain of Fox Islands ; 
it lies in the 54th degree of north latitude, and 194th degree of 
longitude east from the meridian • of Greenwich. On the 
western side it is bpunded by the island of Umnak, and on 
the east by the islands of Spirkin-Kigalga and Unalga. Its 
length from south-west to north-west, is seventy-four miles ; 
and its greatest width twenty ; terminating to the west near 
Umnak, in a small promontory. It is surrounded by a num- 
ber of bays, some of which penetrate so far into the land, 
as almost to unite with others on the opposite side. Among 
them are three of considerable magnitude, Ugadjach or Bea- 
ver's bay, running from the eastern side sixteen miles into the 
land ; Makuschinsk on the western side ten miles, and a third 
running from CaptainVhaven, seven miles and a half in land. All 
these have lesser bays, or creeks, adjoining them. They are all so 
deep in the niiddle, that a 60 fathom line cannot reach the bottom ; 
and in the sea, on the north and south side of the island, at the 
distance of six hundred feet from the bhore, the water is above 
100 fathoms, while in the straits it is not more than 20 or 30 
fathoms. The whole island of Unalaschka is covered with 
mountains, whose summits are crowned with pointed and naked 
rocks ; one of these mountains on the southern side is volcanic, 
and covered half-way up with moss and grass. The southern 
shore of the island is bounded by a chain of high rocks, but 
tliose at the northern extremity are rather lower than the others, 
and n^any slope towards the sea. The declivities of some of 
the moantaiQ3 which are watered bj \>xoo>iS, -^xc^^xxk^^ ^'as& 
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and herbs. On the low spots arie grown various sorts of plants, 
timong >\liich^ is the epilobium ans:ustifolium, the brancli^ 
\i'hich are niiiric runs, and shoot annual I j from the parent root 
on Htems above three feet tiigh, with long narrow unequal 
leaves, tiie Howcr consisting of four small roundish patent lan-p 
ceolatrd petals, with eight pedicU^'«, the fruit consisting of a 
V( ry long capsule of a cylindrical form, with four valvos. The 
fictds are numerous and oblong. It grows in marshy places in 
the north of Europe. We also found the arbutus uva ursi, a 
c?eeping evergreen of inconsiderable .«ize, the leaves of which are 
tough, thick, not juicy, and rounde<l with the corners bent in- 
ward. Between these, canipanulated tiowers of a pink colour 
uhoot forth, and are succeeded by tasteless round mealy benies. 
It grows in llie fir- woods of the temperate parts of Russia, 
and is used in tanning tine skins. The leaves are esteemed a 
powerful diuretic, luid the berries yield a servureable dye. 

I likewise niet with raspberries of an amazing size, which, 
however, were watery and less inferior in flavour to* those of 
Europe. Among the edible roots are the Macarscha and 
Sarana, as also a sort of yellow carrot, which the inhabit- 
ants maintain has so great a power of strengthening the sight, 
that, if they eat largely of it at night, they can on the following 
morning discern the smallest object at an incredible distance; 
for which reason they generally eat of it previous to going on 
the chace. 

I'his island abounds with black, dark-brown, and light-grey 
foxes, but there are but few red ones. The Russian hunters 
catch them with traps ; but in this open country they are by no 
means so good as those caught in the woody parts of Siberia ; 
on winch account they are much cheaper than the Siberian. Yet 
with ail this disadvantage, the Russian merchants derive a con- 
siderable profit from this trade. 

Besides the foxes there are no quadrupeds, except short-tailed 
mice, which burrow in the eartli, where they find roots for 
their sustenance, and reside winter and summer ; but they lay 
up no store for the former season. 

Among the birds are eagles, with white beads and tails, 
hawks, woodcocks, a^wi many kinds of small birds, some oi 
whidi shig very well. Sea-fowls of different kinds are also nu- 
merous, as urilas, owls, 6lc. which frequent the ledges of the 
^ocks, ««d are caught in their nests by the inhabitants, who con- 
vert their skins into garments as belbre descril>ed. The urilas are 
about the size of a wild goose^, have long necks, sharp beaks, 
and black feathers, with a beautiful green ring round their necks. 
I'he breasts and necks of the males are frequently variegated 
bjr u jnistare oH while featliers. Their legs are so near tbe tail;, 
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that when they sit on the rocks, they appear to be standhig; tlieir 
bodies and necks being almost perpendicular. The owls are 
about, the size of a duck ; their breasts are white, and ti:e rest of 
iheir feathers black. TheToporkas are nearly of tlie same size, their 
feathers being grey, their beaks red, broad, flat, an^.l profuiuent; 
their eyes shaded with a row of white feathers, arched like eye- 
brows. The skins of these birds are much vai»ied for tl:eir 
firmness, and are mostly made into garmeats for the men. 
Xheir beaks are used by the women for the dccor;ition of 
their cloaths. There are no biids so difficult to shoot as these, 
from the extreme closeness of their plumage, \\hicli repels the 
shot ; besides which, they frequently plunge into the water, and 
when they swim clap their wings as in flying. Two sorts of 
geese also occasionally visit the island ; the first, which come 
from the southern countries m the middle of April, and reside 
on the lakes during the siuiimer, are of a moderate size, with 
grey plumage, and the head and neck black ; in Septtnnber imd 
October they disappear again, and are succeeded by odiers of a 
similar size, with an ash-coloured plumage speckled with white. 
These latter conte hither tVom the north, live the whole winter 
on the cliffs, that are often under water, and feed on the >>ea- 
weeds that abound in these parts. 

In April, at the commencement of spring, they fly to Uie 
northern climates, where they probably bieed. Yet wc sa\r 
none of them in the country of the Tschukj^hens, whence f 
should draw the conclusion, that they make the shore of 
North America their summep residence. Tlie amphibious 
tribe of animals are less numerous here, than in the olher 
Aleutian Islands. There were formerly otters in abuiidaiire> 
tlie skins of which were made into vests by the inhubitauts; 
but since the stay of the Russians here^ the number of these 
animals has been greatly dimini^jhed, and they dro now very 
scarce. H^ea-bears make their appearance in spring axid au- 
tumn^ but for a short time only, as they withdraw to the nortb 
in the spring, and to the south in autunrui. Sea-lions however, 
frequent the detached rocks both summer and whiter^ though 
not in great numbers. 

Fish of different kinds are to be fotmd round the islaod, aar 
roach, cod, and another sort call tt-rpuges, much variegated 
with yellow, green, and red spots. The rivers in June, Julj, 
and August, abound with ketas and tiie hump-backed sal« 
men. Among the shell-fish are three sorts of crabs, the 
first round and large, with long feet, very similar to those of 
ihe spider, and on that account called sea^piders : the second 
in like manner round but smaller, with shorter legs and lon^os 
pincers ; the third sort reRembles tbe s\»a\\ vvs« ^Li-iiofe, ^^&*" 
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cept that the tail is not covered with a shell, on which acC6unt 
they like to conceal themselves in the shells of snails, which 
they often drag about with them. 

Judging from the barrenness, rude aspect, and deficiency of 
the necessary articles of food, one would imagine, that this 
island was not destined for the habitation of man ; but, ac- 
cording to the assurance of the Aleutians, it was sufficiently 
peopled before the arrival of the Russians, but hunger and 
other untoward accidents had reduced the population to 
less than one half, and at present not more than one third 
was remaining. . Their residences are all iixed on the shore of 
the sea, and on the north, east, i\nd west-side of the island, that 
to the south being uninhabited ; they reckon fourteen dwelling- 
places in the whole, and three hundred and twenty-three male 
inhabitants. Each dwelling-place consists of two or three mud 
hovels of various sizes, the largest of which are nine fathoms 
long, and three broad. 

The fioor of su9h a hut is sunk somewhat under ground, and 
ihe roof is made of the floating wood which they fish out of the 
sea, covered with moss and grass. The light is admitted through 
some small openings in the roof, that serve also for the egress and 
ingress of the inhabitants, by means of a ladder, which consists of 
different steps cut out of a plank. About sieven foot from the outer 
wall stakes are driven into the ground, which partly support the 
roof, and partly serve to mark out the partition for each family, 
in which, instead of beds, platted grass-mats are spread. They 
sit OQ these mats in. the day-time to work, and sleep on them 
at night, using their cloaths for covering. They empty their dirty 
slops and every filth, into the middle of this common dwelling, 
which becomes by that means excessively wet and muddy ; and 
were there *no openings in the roof, would soon occasion an in- 
supportable stench and vapor. Each partition has a particular 
wooden reservoir for the urine, which is used both for dyeing 
the grass, and for washing their hands ; but after cleaning the 
latter in this manner, they rince them in pure water, and dry 
them in the open air, by swinging them backward and forward. 

Th^y seldom make a fire in the^jurt, except to cook the 
4esh of the sea-animals, and some sorts of fish : but they eat the 
cod-fish raw after cutting them into small pieces, which they 
consider as a preventive against the mischief that they might 
otherwise receive from some small worms, supposed to be in 
the flesh of these creatures. 

They obtain fire by striking two flints over the. down of 
birds, sprinkled with brimstone, which instantaneously catch die 
Jblling sparks. 
Jo the evening they burn travu-oW m ^Vwv^ Vww^%^ on isvhicb 
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occasion, they use dry mosji for a wick. With lliis fire they 
not only light the jiirt, but warm themselves^ by taking it 
under their coats, and closing the opening, so that the heat 
cannot escape. In this manner they can make themselves aS 
!iot as if they were in a sweating- bath. 'JTie stone of which 
these lamps are made is very soft, and may be hollowed out with 
others of greater hardness, not merely for this purpose, but also 
for deep pots, in which they boil their fish. Tliey use them 
however, but seldom, preferring mostly the iron and copper 
kettles, which they procure from the Russians. 

The wooden utensils of these islanders are water-Vats, made 
of split planks. The fat of the whales and the seals they pre- 
serve in bladders ; the other dry provisions, in baskets^ or sacks 
of braided grass. 

Knives and axes they procure from the Russians ; but they 
are not well acquainted with the use of the latter, to which 
they fasten a wooden handle, so that they can chip with them as 
with a hatchet, but neither split nor hew ; they rive their larg6 
trees therefore by means of wooden wedges. 

Nothing is more tedious and fatiguing, than their carpenter's 
and joiner's work, in making their baskets, their arrows, and 
the hulks of their baidars. One whole year and more is 
spent in building such a small boat, on which account they 
prefer purchasing it at a dear rate. The bare collecting 
together as much wood on the shore as is requisite for a baidar^ 
is attended with infinite toil and trouble. The main part is the 
keel, 21 feet in length, which is always composed of two or 
three pieces. To this they fasten, by means of split whale- 
bone, ribs of willow and alder-branches, on the upper extre- 
mities of which they place a frame with cross-bars, which in 
the middle is a foot and half broad, and binds the whole baidar 
together. Over the whole they stretch the hide- of a sea- 
lion, or a large sea-dog, leaving on the top a round but 
sinallish opening, in which the rower sits. This baidar is so 
light in all its parts, that altogether it does not weigh much 
above thirty pounds. The paddles are very long, and have shovels 
at both ends. They are held by the rowers in such a manner^ 
that they can row alternately with one shovel on the one side, 
and another on the other. 

The weapons of the islanders consist merely of darts and 
spears, which, as they use them for different purposes, are of 
■various sizes. The first sort, which are used against men and 
animals, are four foot long, having a bit of lava affixed as a pointy 
M^hich is an inch and half long, and three quarters of au inch 
broad. The second sort is smaller than the first, and is only use^ 
against animals ; points of bone instead of Ivfuajce tUd ou ttu 
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with sinews. The third sort, which is used for killing birds, is 
equal to the first in size, and provided with four barbed bone- 
points. The fourth sort is nine feet long, and also used against 
animals, having at one extremity a bony point, to whicb is tied 
a thong made of sinews, that is wound twice round the middle of 
the spear. The other extremity is adorned with a bush of eaglets 
feathers. The fifth sort is four feet four inches long, having a 
bony point, and in the middle an inflated bladder, to keep the 
mortally wounded animal from sinking. The boards with which 
these darts were thrown are about a foot and half long ; one end 
is fitted for a handle, and at the other end a bone is fa.Htened in 
hke a nail, on which the dart is placed for being thrown. 

The darts and boards are dyed with a red stuff, collected from 
the sides of the rocks, and dissolved in water secreted from 
blood, by which it is made proof against rain or salt-water. 

The blood for this purpose they get from their noses^ which 
they prickle with a blade of grass, until they have procured a 
sufficiency. On any excursion to sea, they fix their darts be- 
hind and before them, in thongs fastened to the baidar. 

Tiie darts, whicb the Aleutian always endeavours to get again^ 
he throws with his right-hand, while with his left he manages 
the baidar. 

He is so dexterous in the government of his bark, that the 
lightest sloop would certainly not be able to overtake him ; for 
we had the experience of the Aleutians coming up with our vessel 
in their baidars, when it was going at the rate of four leagues 
an hour. 

Mears says in his Travels, that the Aleutians could turn 
themselves over in their baidars, and regain their position at 
pleasure ; but this is not the case. Whenever they are so un- 
fortunate as to be overturned^ dieir death is inevitable, if no 
one be at hand to assist them ; on which account they take the 
precaution of going in companies^ and put in stones for ballast 
when they have no other load. When they have occasion to 
stop for any purpose, they, bind aH their baidars^ close together; 
and if they wish to land safely in a violent storm, they must 
have assistance from the shore to draw their baidars to land. 

Expert as these islanders are in the management of their 
baidars,* they are incapable of swimming ; and, from what I ob- 
served, are not in the habit of bathing, which may be 0wing 
to the severity of the climate. 

Respecting the appearance, dress, and labours of the Aleu- 
tians, nothing is to be added to what has already been said on 
that subject: in the first chapter of diis volume. It now remains 
to mention the different opinions relative to their origin^ and 
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to tvike notice of their superstitions^ Tites, and funeral solem- 
nities. It mast of course be very difiicult to trace the origin of 
u people so remote and savas^e, which has no dtlier documents 
than what ora.1 tradition affords, blended as it is >\iih a thousand 
fables, and confused by a thousand contradictions, in such 
cases, the best means of getting at die truth, is to compare the 
customs, manners, and language of one people vi-ith those of 
another, and from tlience to draw our conclusions. At tlie samt; 
time, I have not neglected any hiformation which couldpossibly 
l>e collected from their incongruous relations, and for that 
reason took particular pains to converse with the old men on 
this subject. 

From the thin papulation found in these islands, I concluded 
that they could not have been' long inhabited, and that the 
inhabitants probably knew something by tradition of the place 
whence they came; but I could gain no satisfactory answer 
to my enquiries; for the two tales related to 'me by a 
couple of old men, did not at all apcord, and afforded me no 
clue to a farther solution. ^^ One informed me, that God, after 
the creation of , these islands^ also created men who were ori* 
ginally immortal, and when they had reached old age, went on 
a lofty mountain and threw themselves into a t^ke, from whence 
they came out possessed of renovated youth ; but that God in the 
mean time fell in love with one of their virgins, and took her to 
be his wife, who once, in a familiar conversation, reproached 
him with having committed a fault in the creation of the A leu* 
tian Islands, by giving them so many mountains, and no wood. 
Upon this God was extremely indignant, and killed her brother^ 
which was the introduction of mortality among men." 

According to the other fable, the Aleutians are said to descend 
from a d(^, that fell from the sky on the Island of Umuak> which 
had two puppies, a male and a female, that had dog's paws ; 
but the progeny of these were perfect men. As they multi- 
plied, aud the island became too small for them, dissensions 
arose, and they were compelled to seek habitations elsewhere, 
some going eastward to Cape Alaksa, others to the cluster of 
islands in the west, whence they received various appella- 
tions. The inhabitants of Atta, are called Sagignas ; those of 
the Andrejenow Islands Negochas; those of the Rat Islands, 
Kogochas ; those of tlie Volcanic Islands, Akoganas ; those of 
IJmnak and Uualaschka, Kugulangas; those of Linmak ^nd the 
other circumjacent islands, Kigegonas; those of Unuuik, San- 
narh, and L'ega, Kagantagumas ; those of Kadjak, Kanagas ; 
those of Cook's River, Kenaizas ; and those of Prince William's 
Buy; Scbugatschas. Not a single Aleutian can assign a reason 
for these different appellations ; notwithstanding whvcK^ ^11 \kvt3ij& 
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people^ eiccept tlie I^enaizas, Kenaga^, and Schugatscbas, have 
the same customs, dress, and evtn iunguage, with a few varia* 
tions 10 9on>e words, and in the pronunciation^ which does not, 
hpwever, prevent them from understanding each other. 

On the islands, where the Russian met chant-ships anchor, as 
. on Vnalaschka, Umnak, and th.e Andrejenow Islands, the people 
.are more civilized. Some of them speak good Russian^ and 
many are baptized in the Christian Faith.. But in t^ie other 
islands^ thej^ are as rude and sav^ige as ever. They acknow^ 
ledge a God indeed, as the almighty apd universally beneiiceul 
^eing^ but regard all worship, sacrifice, and prayer as super-r 
fluoiis, from the idea that God knows better than they, what 
is good for them, and will grant it without their request. 

They consider misfortunes and diseases as the effects of wicked 

spirits, and -on such occa^iions have recourse to tbeir Shamans, 

who assume no particular garb, nor use any extravagant gestures 

)n their exorcisms, but calmly sing with the other Aleutians, 

fitting in one posture, and sometimes beating on a drum. Their 

drums are not large^ being the same as those used for every other 

Bong and dance. The Aleutians take one, two, or even three 

>vives, as they are in a capacity of supporting them. They 

have.no nuptial ceremonies. The bridegroom commonly treats 

yvith the parents for the bride, and promises what he thinks be 

ican afford, either in cloaths, baidars, or what are termed Kalga, 

I ivhich is prisoners made in the other islands, or destitute or- 

i phans, who are consigned over to a rich Aleutian, to labour 

j l*or tlieir bare sustenance, and may be transferred to another 

I on th/e s^me conditions, if the parties are agreed, the bride-r 

; groom begins to visit his bride, and frequently spends whole 

. days with her, in the character of a \ov^v. If they have any 

iregard for each other, the bridegroom either takes her to his 

jious^i or repairs f^>r a constancy to her dwelling. If they live 

m harmony, the father now on his part makes presents to the 

9on-in>iavv ; if, however, the husband b^ not satisfied with his 

\vife, he can send her away, but has no right to demand his 

pwn presents back ; on the other hand, if the womun will not 

]ive with him, he is at liberty to take frpui his father-in-law 

9II that he had given for her. 

No n)an is allowed to sell his wife without her consent ; but he 
(can resign her over to another, either for a term of } ears, or fur 
1^ coQtipuance, which is not unfrequent. l^he Russian hunters, 
ui particular, make use of this privilege, and take Aleutian women 
or girls for a time, for which they give a trifling co|npensation. 
But it never happens that a woman grants her favours to ano-* 
ter williout the consent of her husband : foi* in this barter of 
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their persons, they are not infiueiiced by love, but a desire of 
gain. Nor was this custom so frequent, before the arrival of 
the Russian hunters, and is not practised by any whose thirst 
of gain has not stifled their natural sense of shame ;^ there are, 
however, many who would not carry on so disgraceful a com- 
^nerce, for any emolument whatever. 1 was told, that formerly 
this custom was not practised for money, but from a sort of 
compassion, and a cordial attachment to an individual,' who, on 
his return after a long absence, was allowed to sleep one night 
with every female, married and unmarried, in the jurt. ilence it 
is, that the man, who can never with certainty claim the children 
;as his own, that are born by his wives, has not an equally un»- . 
limited power over them with the mother ; nay, that the uncle ^ 
on the mother's side has more authority than he. 

The children of one father by different mothers are not regard- 
ed as brothers and sisters, and are accordingly permitted to inter- 
marry ; but the case is reversed, with respect to those by one 
piother and different fathers. Tlie distribution of the property on 
the death of the father is regulated by the relatives, who usually \ 
leave the greatest part for the widows and children, and take \ 
the rest for themselves. 

1 had no opportunity of witnessing a burial; but I learnt 
from the inhabitants, that a custom formerly prevailed at the 
decease of a Toja, or any other man of consequence, of bu* 
rying one of his servants with him. But now this barbarous 
custon) is done away ; and the baidars, darts, and other utec* 
pils only of the deceased are put in his grave. The entrails are 
^ken out of the corpse ; which is stuflFed with hay. Persons in 
mean circumstances are put without any ceremony into the 
ground, or the cavities of the rocks, but the rich are laid in 
^ombs, made of wood, expressly for the pm-pose. Into 
\heHe earth is first shaken, and then covered with grass mats and 
skins, upon which the body is laid, and bound with thongs, in 
the ppsition in which one usually sits in the baidur, with the 
feet approaching towards the breast, and the hands folded 
round the latter. Another mat is then laid over it, .ind co- 
vered with another layer of earth, upon which broken pieces 
of the baidar are placed. If the wife has an affection for the 
decease(), she cuts the hair off the crown of her head, as a 
token of her grief, and mourns for him several days; somf- 
times carrying it so far as to keep the body for weeks together 
in the jurt, for which purpose a frame is erected of a suitahie 
size, in the shape of a prism, and covered with skins. I'lie 
; corpse is nxed into this case, as in a sitting posture, and remuin«> 
[ therein a detached corner of the juit, until the unsupportable 
^ Sff^U reoders it Qecessary for it to be butVeA, ^\3X\\vCwe. vLv\\- 
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.dren for whom such a frame can be made firmer and closer^ 
are kept soiiic^times a whole year and even longer, until another 
comes into the uorld to 8ir|>piy its place. Sach coffins are deco- 
rated by tlie mothers with enamel beads^ thongs, and bird's biHs, 
and iunig over their beds. 

I shall iK)w conclude my description of theite islanders with 
some few remarks on their capacities, propensities, and morals. 
'I'lie Aleutians have a good natural understanding, very consi^ 
derable talents, and a quick comprehension; some of them 
were very expert at caids^ draughts, or even chess, in which 
none of our companions could excel them. They are indebted 
for these acquirements to the Russian hunters, who, without in- 
tending any good to the islanders, sought by this means to en- 
liven the leisure time, which hung heavy on their hands. Had 
they however, chosen to turn their thoughts to the introduction 
of agriculture and every rural occupation, they would have ob- 
tained their o^\n object more effectually, and enjoyed the grati- 
fung reflection of having contributed to the civiUzation of a 
savage people. 

'i\\e inhabitants are very quiet and peaceable among each 
other^ at Ieai?t as far as we can judge from experience, having 
never obser\ed the least discord among them, dnring our whole 
stay. 

On my journey round the island, they every where received 
me with the greatest friendliness, and entertained me in the 
kindest manner, so that I may with justice place hospitality 
:miong the principal virtues of this rude people ; it being dis- 
played to all who pass through their places, without regard to 
relationship or acquaintance ; for I myself was witness to their 
sharing the half of their own provisions with perfect strangers 
from other islands, and that too without receiving any compen* 
sation. At the same time they have the commendable custom 
of relieving every one from the painful necessity of asking for 
any thing, by setting before the wea^'y traveller whatever they 
possess, as soon as he enters their jurt and is seated. In ad- 
dition to this, the Aleutians forni an exception to savages in 
general, and particularly those inhabiting the Eastern Islands, 
that they are not thieves. Nor have I observed any other evil 
proptMisities among them, but indolence and ingratitude. They 
never betray any vehement emotions, nor do their countenances 
ever indicate either vexation, melancholy, or joy, on any oc- 
casion, however extraordinary. On the return of a relative 
from a distance, he is received with as much unconceni as if 
he had never been absent. He likewise goes himself without 
laluting any one, or spealcing a word, hUo his partition of the 
art, seats himself by his relatloi^ or wiveS) and takes off his 
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travelling attire. If he asks for any thing to eat^ it is set before 
fainiy and if he is cold he has a lamp given him ; after wliicii, 
he begins relating some particulars of his journeyi and they on 
their part inform him of what has passed at home during iiis 
absence; but all this goes forward without the slightest indkatioii 
of curiosity or interest. 

CONCLUSION. 

Th e reader will perhaps not be unwillingly ^letsdoed a few 
moments longer at the close of my narrative, to l«arn the fute 
of my partners in this toilsome expedition. 

TTie chief of the expedition, Captahi Joseph Billings, retired 
on a pension as commodore, in the year I797> and now resides 
at Moscow. 

Robert Hall, captain, now rear-admiral and knight, residing 
at Petersbui^. 

. Christian Behring, captain, a grandson of the famous navi^ 
gator, from whom Behring's Strait receives its name, died of a 
consumption in August 1803, in the forty-third year of his age, 
as a pensioned major-general of the fleet. 

Anthony Batakow, steersman, supposed to be dead. 

S<ergei Batakow, steersman, dead. 

Kondratow, second steersman, his fate totally unknown. 

Aphanassi Bakow, boatswain, is now boatswain with the rnnk 
.of lieutenant, in the service of the fleet at Cronstadt, and ha:^ 
obtained the Wiadimi order of the fourlh class^. 

Michael Rohbeck, first-surgeon, js now first-physician of 
the hospital erected some time since at Petersburg, by htr 
majesty the empress. 

Surgeon Allegretti, so honourably mentioned by Mr. Lesseps, 
in his Journey through Siberia, was some years tirst-surgeon in 
the service of her majesty the empress, and had niariied a 
grand-child of the famous Euler, but died in the year \7i)9^ in 
consequence of the bite of a mad dog, in tlie moat uielaiiclioly 
condition. 

Lehmann, first surgeou*s assistant, is now living as first sur- 
geon of one of the gallics. 

Wassilei Woloschenow, second surgeon*s assistatit, received a 
post in the government of Woronesch. 

Martin Sauer, secretary, known by his description of thi?j 
Voyage, in his native language the English, is now a broker in 
the Petersburgh exchange. 

Joseph Edwards, mechanic, is an overseer, in the silk and 
cotton manufactory, erected by her majesQr the empress, at 
Alexandrousk, not far irom Petersburgh* 



